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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The present publication has been undertaken 
two of the friends of the lamented author, not 
iply with a view of preserving some memorial 
a man singularly beloved, but yet more with 
5 hope of advancing the cause of virtue and 
igion by a volume calculated to aid and instruct 
rious inquirers after duty and God. At a period 
e the present, when the taste for what is stirring 
d exciting has become so prevalent, it is not 
probable that the tone of this volume may ap- 
ar to many too calm and unimpassioned ; but it 
not doubted that there are also many, who will 
/e it the heartier welcome because it breathes 
ly of " the gentleness of Christ," and is so far 
moved from the violent and exaggerated lan- 
lage, which has too much crept into the theol- 
y as well as the literature of lYve Aa.^ . k\. %ss^ 
te, the Editor cannot pexm,^^^\i\\xs&^^ 
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a volume as this can be otherwise than most ac- 
ceptable to those who are engaged in the culti- 
vation of the religious character, and solicitous 
for the means of advancing themselves in the 
peculiar temper of the gospel. It is not offered 
to critical readers, who are seeking an intellectual 
refreshment, but to those who will keep it in their 
closets as the companion of their holier hours, 
and the aid of their devout aspirations. 

It will be perceived, that only a portion of the 
volume is constituted of complete discourses, and 
that the remainder consists of select passages 
from sermons of Which it was not advisable to 
print the whole. By this means a greater variety 
of topics has been introduced, and the volume, it 
is thought, rendered more valuable. 

The Memoir was originally written for the 
Christian Disciple, and is now republished with 
additions. These are principally extracts from 
letters, and from a journal kept at Havana. 

Boston, March 10, 1829. 
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MEMOIR. 



Calm on the bosom of thy God, 

iPuT spirit I rest thee now ! 
£%n while with ours thy footsteps trod. 

His seal was on thy brow. 

Dost, to its narrow house beneath ! 

Soul, to its place on high ! 
They that have seen thy look in death 

No more may fear to die. Mas Uiif aits. 

" Among practical books, there are perhaps none which 
are so interesting, or of which the influence is more power- 
ful and salutarjj than those which give the lives and char- 
acters of pious men. We are excited to emulate and 
imitate them ; we sympathise in their feelings of devotion, 
and their hopes of immortality ; and thus gain some strength 
to our own. By their failures, we learn our dangers ; by 
their struggles with temptation, we are taught how to resist 
our own. We cannot but feel animated while we trace 
the gradual advances of a servant of God, frail and tempted 
like ourselves, in piety and virtue ; when we see him 
striving, feebly indeed, but patiently and successfully, 
against the power of sin, and at last leaving this world of 
trial with joy and entering into glory. Their characters 
encourage us in the christian course, and we cannot turn 
from them without feeling much within, that prompts us to 
go and do likewise." 

These are the words of Mr Abbot in one of his sermoivs^ 
and they form a suitable preface to t\ie fo\Lom\\^\x^X\^^^^ 
hlff life and character. 
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John Esiert Abbot was the son of Benjamin Abbot, 
L L. D., Principal of the Phillips Academy in Exeter, 
N. H., and was born in that town on the sixth day of Au- 
gust, 1793. He seems to have been destined to the 
ministry from his very birth. . His mother, whom he is 
said to have greatly resembled, and who lived but a few 
months after his birth, solemnly dedicated him to God be- 
fore her- death. The knowledge of this circumstance 
made an impression on his mind, and he seems never to 
have lost sight of his destination. His religious character 
commenced early ; he probably never knew the time when 
he was destitute of religious impressions. The same amia- 
bleness of disposition and gentleness of demeanor marked 
his childhood, which characterized him when a man, and 
made him then, as he was always, an object of more than 
ordinary interest to those who knew him. "While in the 
Academy," says one of his schoolmates, " no one regarded 
him as capable of doing wrong ; we looked on him as a 
purer being than others around him." 

He completed his classical education at Bowdoin Col- 
lege, in Brunswick, Maine, and was graduated with repu- 
tation in 1810, at tlie early age of seventeen. His college 
life appears to have been of a piece with his whole exist- 
ence, unassuming and exemplary. At times, however, his 
diffidence and self-distrust oppressed him with the idea, 
that he should disappoint the wishes of his friends, and be- 
come a useless being. He has since told a friend, that so 
great at one period was his despondency, that he would 
willingly have exchanged all his future hopes and prospects 
for the certainty of a living as a schoolmaster in some re- 
• mote village ; the office of a clergyman, although from his 
earliest recollection the object of his most ardent desires, 
appearing to him a situation of too much dignity for him to 
aspire to. 

After leaving college, he soon commenced his prepara- 
tion for the holy work to which his heart was devoted, and 
pursued bis theological studies partly at the University 
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in Cambridge, and partly under the direction of the 
Rev. William E. Channing, in Boston. This term of 
preparatory discipline passed with great diligence and 
fidelity. Religious truth was dear to his mind, and he 
entered with interes^ into those inquiries which are neces- 
sary to ascertain and define it, and without which the mind 
of a theologian is unfurnished. But there was one part of 
the ministerial preparation to which he attached supreme 
importance, and to which consequently his principal atten- 
tion was directed. He thought the religioiLs charoLcter of 
infinitely greater moment tlian all other qualifications of 
talents or acquirements. He had an extraordinary reve- 
rence for the sacred office, and dreaded above all things a 
diminution of that personal interest in religion, which alone 
can fit one for it, or make him useful in it. He believed, 
that the knowledge of human nature and of the modes of 
addressing and moving the conscience, which might be 
gained from the habitual study and discipline of his own 
heart, would be far more important to himself and to his 
flock, than laborious researches into some subjects connected 
with theology, which might make him more learned, but 
would be in danger of making him cold. And therefore, 
upon the principle that the afiTections are worth everything 
to a religious man, and especially to a minister, it was his 
favorite aim and object to keep them alive. His wish was 
to be a good and useful, and never to be a great man ; to 
this single object he bent his fine powers, and girded him- 
self, like his master, to go about doing good. There was 
no selfish ambition in any of his plans ; they all centered in 
the supreme desire to become a good minister. How much 
he had this at heart, and what his favorite views of the pro- . 
fession were, may be seen from the following extract of a 
letter, written just before he began to preach. 

" How soon I shall be presented for approval, I know 
not exactly. As I draw nearer the close of my course^ I 
feel a greater importance to be thrown \y\\jq >J[\^ \\v\^ XxoNfc 
which retnaws before its termination. AluA. xJae xxva^^ \ 
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reflect, the more solemn appears the office of a shepherd of 
the christian flock. To enlighten the ignorant with truth, 
to guide the wandering and the doubting, to give hope to 
the penitent and consolation to the sorrowing, and to arouse 
the sleep of the sinner, is indeed a blessed, but a roost 
responsible office ; and it seems the more solemn when we 
think that it is committed to ' earthen vessels ' — who them- 
selves are ignorant and wandering, surrounded with tempta- 
tions, darkened by error, and polluted with sin. It is a 
roost animating thought, that he, who promised to his apos- 
tles, ^ Lo, I am ever with you,' forsakes not their feeble 
successors." 

His sentiments and feelings in regard to his profession 
are yet more fully discovered in a letter written just after 
he began to preach. " I am, as you may suppose, now in 
a state of feeling and views, to which life has never before 
called me. I look to the profession which God has now 
permitted me to assume, with a kind of solemn delight, 
when I tliink of the magnitude of its object, the weakness 
of its instrument, and the promised aid from above. There 
is a thought which often affects me, when I remember that 
all my life, all the labors, and opportunities, and powers 
I have received, are now to be devoted and consecrated to 
him who gave and has continued them. There is a sort of 
elevation which considerations like this sometimes create, 
which if I could bear with me to the world, I should be 
most happy. The evil is, that feeling often is kindled and 
expires in the closet, and when we go forth to the world, 
we must act only from the cold principles which reason has 
matured, and the habitual dispositions which time has freed 
from all enthusiasm. — It has always seemed to me a most 
wise provision with regard to our constitution, that we gra- 
dually and imperceptibly become conformed to circum- 
stances, and when called to a new situation, the way is pre- 
pared to it by slow degrees. I expected a sort of over- 
powering feeling, in first commencing the sacred duties, but 
fF^ea I£rst entered the desk I felt composed and calm." 
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In another letter be writes thus. '^By these active 
duties I hope to acquire a habit of more energy, and to 
gain something of practical wisdom, and to become a better 
member of society, and minister of the hopes and comforts 

of the gospel to the poor and sorrowing. My dear , 

what a holy and glorious profession has God permitted me 
to assume ! I feel that it is a blessing for which I can never 
be grateful enough. Its duties seem to be those of the 
good spirits who are messengers of mercy and love to us ;. 
bearing consolation to the afflicted, and hope to the de- 
sponding, and warning to the wanderer, and animation and 
peace to the humble and penitent. I often feel that my 
earlier anticipations of the happiness of the profession are 
indeed surpassed." 

With such views of the profession in which he was to 
labor, be entered upon its duties. With his talents, prepa- 
rations, and earnestness, he could not fail to be acceptable, 
and he won many hearts and left deep impressions in the 
several places to which he was called to preach. There 
was no parade of oratory, no effort for effect, nothing done 
for display ; but his simple, unaffected, and serious style of 
preaching, with the uncommon purity and solemnity of his 
devotional exercises, excited the best sort of interest, while 
his exemplariness as a man, and devotedness to duty gave 
the promise of usefulness to the people with whom he should 
be united. When the pulpit of the North Church in Salem 
became vacant, by the death of die venerable Dr Barnard, 
the eyes of his people turned at once to Mr Abbot as his 
successor. He preached to them, became acquainted with 
them, and was ordained as their minister on the 20th of 
April, 1815.. 

The trials of a clergyman's life are never small to a con- 
scientious man, and in the place to which Mr Abbot was 
called, they were on some accounts peculiarly great. He 
succeeded an aged and experienced minister, who had 
gained the full confidence and affeclion o{ \v\^ ^oO&\>^^ Xas^ 
miimBcy and SdeJIty in pastoral ^duly. Mr NteJao^^ ^^^ 

B 
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inclinatioiis and views were such as would lead him 
also to pay peculiar attention, and devote a large share of 
time, to this, the most trying and difficult part of ministe- 
rial labor. He had come to a large parish when not twen- 
tytwo years of age, with but little experience, and oppressed 
with a sense of responsibility. But he showed himself to 
be equal to the charge. " Young as he was," says one 
who knew him well, " he discovered at once the wisdom 
and prudence, which we should suppose could be the result 
of experience only." He secured to an uncommon degree 
the respect and attachment of his people, and his love for 
his calling soon amounted, as he himself expressed it, 
almost to a passion. As far as was practicable he made 
himself personally known to every individual, interested 
himself as a friend in their welfare, was by their side in 
perplexity and sorrow, and ready to make any sacrifices of 
personal ease for the sake of their good. At the same time 
he pursued his studies with diligence, and made especially 
the preparation of his sermons for the pulpit an object of 
chief attention. These were distinguished for the judg- 
ment with which the most impressive thoughts were selected 
and arranged, for great affectionateness and earnestness of 
address, and for a style of uniform neatness, purity, and 
beauty. He wrote much besides them to assist himself in 
the course of his religious inquiries, but not with a view to 
publication, and engaged but little in studies not connected 
with his profession, though he was a good classical scholar, 
and always fond of elegant literature. 

His frame was too feeble to support this various load of 
cares. He had never been robust ; and the duties which 
he pursued with so much ardor, insensibly diverted his at- 
tention from the care of himself. In the spring of 1817, 
his health was evidently impaired ; and a little cough, which 
seemed alarming to some of his friends, but too slight to 
attract his own attention, followed him through die summer. 
In October he took a litde journey to the south, which 
injured instead oi benefiting him. He felt it his duty. 
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feeble as he was, to preach in the Unitarian church at 
Philadelphia. On his return, the weather was cold and 
stormy ; he took a severe cold which setded upon his lungs 
wi^ a violent cough, and was accompanied with bleeding. 
Fearing lest he should become too weak to reach home, he 
pressed on with injudicious rapidity. On the day after his 
arrival in Salem, the first Sabbath in November, he preached 
to his people. The weather was tempestuous. His utter- 
ance was interrupted by a perpetual cough ; and the ser- 
vice of the holy communion, which he administered for the 
last time, was a season of distress to his church, and full of 
the saddest forebodings. He was too ill to attend worship 
in the afternoon, and from that time appeared to be in a 
settled decline. During tlie winter he was confined to his 
chamber, and principally to his bed ; his weakness was ex- 
treme ; his voice only a whisper ; and he believed himself 
to be a dying man. But there was nothing in him of disH 
tress, agitation, or gloom ; he was the same tranquil and 
cheerful man that he had been in health. His unwilling- 
.ness to speak of himself, and his aversion to talking much 
of what was passing within him, which was always a promi- 
nent trait in his modest character, prevented his conversing 
much, or to many persons, of his feelings and prospects. 
He knew that religion did not consist in being forward to 
tell the secrets of the soul. He did not conceal, however, 
from those who had a right to know his thoughts, that 
he thought his days were numbered. To a friend, who 
often watched with him, he spake frequently without reserve ; 
dwelt upon the thought of dying, with perfect calmness; 
expressed with energy the satisfaction and peace which he 
derived from the views of religion which he had imbibed 
and preached ; and especially from those affectionate and 
confiding sentiments respecting the essential goodness of 
Grod, which bad always laid at the foundation of his piety 
and hope. 

On the approach of spring, appearances viet^ tcvat^ W 
ForaJbJe, and he removed to Exeter. Tbete \v^ s^^^V ^^ 
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summer with his parents, and his strength was so far restored 
that he contemplated a return to his ministerial labors in the 
autumn. A letter, which he wrote in July to an intimate 
friend, presents a beautiful exemplification of his habitual 
piety. " I think," he says, " that I gain strength, and now 
cannot but rejoice in the hope, which for so long a time I 
felt it necessary to check as it rose, of being again permit- 
ted to minister the gospel to my beloved people. In this 
restoration, 1 see the direct agency of Him, who first 
breathed into me the breath of life ; the skill of man and 
the powers of medicine seemed all in vain ; it was Aw air, 
the warmth of his sun, the bright and cheering prospect of 
the earth which his goodness quickened and beautified, 
which thus far have dispelled the damps of disease, and 
enkitidled the feeble and dying flame within me. I sup- 
pose that every person, when restored from sickness, flatters 
himself that the feelings of piety, which deliverance awakens, 
will not decay. God grant that mine may be as permanent 
and influential as they ought to be ! " 

In another letter he speaks of his attendance on public 
worship, which he was just able to renew. "1 could not 
help my mind from wandering much away, and being filled 
with recollections of the past years of my own life ; for 1 
had not been present at the ordinance since that distressful 
day, when I last met our own church at the altar. I think 
there is no time when the heart more expands towards all 
present or distant, whom God has made dear to it, than 
when commemorating that greater friend, whose love was 
stronger than death." 

But the approach of autumn proved these flattering ex- 
pectations to be delusive. His cough, which had never left 
him, became again alarming, and it was thought expedient 
that he should spend the winter in a warmer climate. He 
acquiesced in the measure, but did not greatly desire it. 
" Life for its own sake," he said, " was scarcely worth pre- 
serving at such a price ; but he was not his own ; and he 
felt it to be a duty to use every means which presented a 
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hope that he might be restored to his people." On the 
eighth of November, he sailed for Havana, to spend the 
winter with a friend in that place. But all hope of benefit 
from this step was disappointed. His voyage was rough 
and fatiguing ; and although, as he very gratefully acknow- 
ledges in his journal, every possible attention was paid to his 
accommodation and comfort, he yet suffered much. " Up- 
on the whole," he writes after his arrival, " I have been 
disappointed in regard to the voyage. My cough is some- 
what increased, and my strength lessened." His residence 
upon the island was not more salutary. The kindest atten- 
tions of devoted friends were vain. It was found hazardous 
for him to remain within the walls of the bity, and he quitted 
the hospitable dwelling of the old friend with whom he at 
first resided, for a lodging among strangers in the country. 
He felt that nothing had been gained, and he sometimes 
said so ; but no complaint escaped his lips, no look of dis- 
content overspread his countenance. And when it was 
mentioned as a subject of regret that he had quitted his 
country, he said, " By no means ; he considered it the 
peculiar appointment of Providence, and, whatever might 
be the event, he would not alter a single circumstance it be 
could." 

During his residence in Cuba, there was not a day, says 
the friend who accompanied him, that he was not a subject 
for home and a nurse ; yet his mind was tranquil and active 
as when in health. He commenced a journal upon leaving 
home, which he continued until increasing weakness com- 
pelled him to relinquish it thirteen days after his arrival. 
From this a few passages are appended to the Memoir. 
What he wrote is minute in its descriptions of scenes and 
events, and shows that he was alive to all around him, and 
could observe and reflect as he always did. His remarks 
upon the character and influence of the Roman Catholic 
superstitions ; upon the state of morals : and upon the evils 
which result from making the Sabbath a day of amusement ; 
are highly creditable, and almost wonderful, wh^ri \\V& <^tk- 

b2 
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sidered that he was so feehle as to be entirely exhausted by 
the efibrt required to write a few pages. But he was one 
who never would sufier the opportunity of improving his 
idind or heart to pass by. He formed an acquaintance with 
several Friars of distinction, with whom he conversed in 
Latin by means of a pencil ; one of whom, of superior rank 
and fortune, became greatly attached to him, and daily ex- 
changed visits. Through him he was received with hospi- 
tality at the convent of which he was a member, obtained 
access to the library, with liberty to borrow books, and waa 
requested to visit freely at all times. He visited the prison, 
the slave-market, and the burial place of Americans, where 
he attended the funeral of a young man, a fellow passenger, 
and other similar places of sufiering. When the fatigue 
attendant on such exertions was named to him, he replied, 
that it was the duty of a clergyman to make himself familiar 
with such scenes, as they fitted him for the better discharge 
of his duty. So much had he at heart the one object of 
being a useful minister. 

But the increasing heat of the weather soon rendered it 
impossible for him to take the necessary exercise, and his 
strength hourly decayed ; when, in one of those sudden 
changes to which the climate is subject, but against which 
man has made insufficient provision, he took a severe cold 
which threatened a speedy termination to his sufferings. As 
soon as he was a little relieved, he embarked for Charleston, 
S. C. The sea breeze in some degree restored his appetite 
and strength ; and when he arrived, the sensation, which 
every one feels on treading again his native shore, gave a 
stimulus to his exhausted frame, which he mistook for re- 
turning health. He immediately found kind ^ and devoted 
friends, though he came to them a stranger, and received 
every comfort which the most affectionate and tender syra- 

Eathy could bestow. But he soon found that his feelings^ 
ad deceived him, and his spirits sunk for a moment under 
the pressure of disease, and disappointed hope, and the delay 
in rj^turning home, occasioned by the lateness of the New 
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Sngkixi spring. On it bemg remarked to bim that he was 
io low spirits, he answered, '^ No ; not in low spirits, but 
sober. I think it very doubtful whether I am ever any 
better, and it is time for me now to consider myself a straor 
ger and pilgrim on earth." He would often say, *^ O that 
I had wings like a dove, that I might flee away and be at 
rest." He sometimes regretted the distraction of mind pro- 
duced by travelling, and said there was great justice in the 
remark of Jeremy Taylor, that '' no one can be devout who 
leads a wandering life." The thought of dying was evidently 
familiar to him. As he was riding one 6ne morning, he 
applied to himself the lines written by Michael Bruce, just 
before bis death : — 

Now spring returns — ^but not io me returns 
The vernal joy my better years have known ; * 

Dim in my breast life's dying taper burns. 
And all the joys of life with health are flown. 

Y^t in the midst of a weakness and languor which might 
have excused him for attending exclusively to himself, he 
engaged in teaching the slave, who waited upon him, to read. 

When the weather became hot in the middle of April, he 
left Charleston, and reached Philadelphia by packet on the 
22d, so much reduced that it was thought doubtful whether 
he could live to reach home. His father and several friends 
met him there. Their presence produced a temporary 
exhilaration of spirits, but his strength was rapidly decreasing, 
and from that time he could speak only in a whisper. 
" But," said he, in a letter written at this time, '• we will 
rejoice together that God has preserved us in the land of the 
living ; and I will be happy, whatever may now await me, 
in the thought that my wanderings are done, and I am again 
in my own home." 

He arrived in Exeter, at the abode of his parents, in June. 
During the summer his decline was certain but gradual. He 
had too long cQntemplated the event to be moved by it. His 
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whole demeanor remained collected and tranquil. There 
was a quietness in his manner, a placid gentleness in every 
look and word which came from him, which discovered that 
death had no terrors to sadden or deject him, and that no- 
thing now remained but to withdraw his interest from earthly 
things, apd '' prune his flight for heaven." The desire to 
save others from pain^ which had always been character- 
istic of him, prevented him for a long time from speaking of 
his death to the friends who were with him, and made him 
reluctant to convey even by anything in his manner, that he - 
thought himself so near bis departure. But about a fort- 
night before his death, he expressed to his father his belief' 
that all prospect of recovery was past ; said, that he had 
long since relinquished hope ; that he had wished to live 
that he might be useful to his parish, and that he might be 
instrumental in communicating religious instruction to his 
brother and sister ; but be was convinced that for the wisest 
and best reasons this was not permitted, and he perfectly 
acquiesced. After this disclosure his mind seemed relieved. 
Everything indicated composure of spirit and a quiet waiting 
to be gone. He was for the most part spared much pain, 
and the powers/of his mind remained perfectly unimpaired. 
During the last week of his life he listened occasionally, in 
the little time in which his extreme exhaustion would suffer > 
him to command his attention, to passages from the Bible 
and other pious books ; and never omiued his habit of re~ 
tiring to his devotions, till a few days before his death. Two 
days previous to that event, he made a memorandum in 
writing of several little things, which he wished to leave as 
remembrances to some of his friends ; and renewed the 
request, which he had made on leaving the country, that a 
certain part of his library, containing his most valuable theo- 
logical books, should be given to his church for the use of 
its future ministers.* In the night of October 6th his 

* The foUowing is a memorandum which he made when he sailed for 
Haranat 
'* I wish to leave all those books, which are marked in the catalogue 
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complaints increased, and his dissolution was evidently near. 
Toward morning be passed tiirougb a severe paroxysm of 
pain, and his breath afterward grew shorter. He called his 
brother to him, and bade him look upon him, and see what 
reKgioQ would do for man at the hour of death. When the 
moment of his departure came, he was sensible of its arrival, 
and calmly said, " Mother, 1 am going to leave you." He 
kissed her, and said, " Where is my father ? " To him also 
he gave a parting kiss, and then, looking up to heaven, pro- 
nounced in an audible, distinct voice, *' Father, into thy 
hands I commend my spirit." No other words were heard 
but the ejaculation, " Blessed Jesus — " He requested to 
remain quiet, and his eyes were still raised, as in prayer, 
vriien he gently ceased to breathe. 

I have been thus minute in the details of Mr Abbot's life, 
because it appeared to me that his character could be fairly 
dmwn only by thus making it speak for itself. A formal 
description of it would convey but a general and faint idea 
of what he was, and be quite insufficient in liveliness and 
tnith. His was strictly, and without mixture, a religious 
character. There appeared in him a peculiar maturity of 
those graces, which distinguish the christian from all other 
morality. He might well be called, in that expressive phrase 
which Dr Buchanan has recorded, *^ a »ian of the beati- 
tudes." You saw upon the slightest acquaintance, that he 
had formed himself with care on the example of his Master, 
and that it was his aim to be always like him gentle, meek, 
humble, and tranquil. His natural disposhions and temper 
were undoubtedly good ; he neither exemplified nor believed 
the doctrine of man's original depravity. His mind was 
finely strung, and its powers nicely balanced ; and Grod 
seems to have given him no strength of passion, except sen- 
sibility. His sensibility was acute and delicate. Perhaps 

which I handed you, to the North Society, for the use of their pastor for 
the time being. In this way I hope that when I shall speak to my be- 
loved people no more, I may still, in a remote manner, be doing good to 
diem and to their children.'^ 
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of this part of himself he was not sufficiently master ; but it 
contributed to make him a very interesting man. It ifll- 
parted glow and ardor to bis friendship, and made his at- 
tachments strong and pure. It gave him great zeal in his 
religion, and probably influenced him to consider it, so much 
as he did, a matter of the affections. He valued its purify- 
ing, elevating, and consoling influence on the heart, as the 
great object and design of the gospel. He could not bear 
Aat it 9uould run into literary or metaphysical speculations, 
or be wasted upon anything which has a tendency to xxxd 
the fervor of the spirit, or repress the warmth of the aflbc- 
tions. But there was nothing of extreme animation, nothing 
loud and furious io his fervor. Religion was emphatica% 
with him the still, small voice ; all within and without obeyed 
it, but without any bustle or ostentation ; it was always sober 
and calm, except when occasionally it excited to excess the 
gentler emotions, and checked his utterance, and found vent 
in tears. This, which describes his general character, is a 
description also of his preaching. He perhaps never was 
vehement, and seldom touched the strings of the stronger 
passions ; but he always interested you, and his sentiments 
came upon your soul like the mild fanning of a sweet breeze, 
and you forgot to ask whether he was eloquent ; and yoa 
perceived how much he was engaged, not by the power of 
his declamation or the violence of his gesture, but by the 
quivering of his lip, and the filling of his eye, and his inter* 
rupted utterance. 

These qualities rendered him particularly engaging in the 
pastoral duties of his office. His tenderness and sensibility 
soothed those whom he visited in trouble, and rendered him 
deservedly dear to his flock ; while the evident sincerity and 
depth of his piety wrought as an example to promote their 
devotion ; teaching them, by his own devout and serious, yet 
cheerful deportment, to make religion the constant and inti- 
mate friend of their lives. ^. His devotedness to them was 
great. He made their interests his own, and appeared to 
Aare no wishes, pursuits, or plans, with which they were not 
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associated. A separation from them was tlie only subject 
on which he could not speak to the last without emotion. 
Of death he conversed calmly ; but when he thought of his 
people he was moved. *' On this subject." (he says, in a 
letter from Charleston, March 3, 1819,) "I must think and 
feel in silence. I have not yet sufficient self-command to 
speak to any one of my fears and hopes ; and hardly dare 
trust myself yet to look steadily forward to the possibilities 
of the future. ' Before I was sick, perhaps I might have had 
more firmness of heart ; but the numberless and unexpected 
expressions of kind interest which the season of my calamity 
has called forth from those, whose afifections I desired most 
earnestly to conciliate, have created and nourished feelings, 
which 1 can never lose, and strive as yet in vain rightly to 
regulate." -His sensibility upon this topic remained, when 
every other earthly object seemed to be merged in the thought 
of heaven ; and the constant, kind, and delicate attentions 
of the people he so much loved, were in the highest degree 
grateful and soothing. 

It is not strange that to such a man his friends should be 

warmly attached ; and the energy with which they speak of 

him, forms tlie most unsuspicious eulogium of his worth. 

They seem to labor for expressions that shall adequately 

convey their sense of his excellence. Even they who knew 

him from infancy, who have been familiar with him at every 

I period of his life, who were grown when he was a boy, and 

I have watched the whole progress of his character, regard 

him with a sort of veneration, as if he were a purer being 

: than commonly visit earth. Such is the fascinating power 

of a character consistently religious ! 
j Habitual and fervent piety was his ruling principle. It 
was this which gave its complexion to his whole character. 
To those who knew him, it betrayed itself in the tone of his 
manners and conversation, and his letters are full of the 
proofs of it. We may quote, as a specimen, one passage 
from a letter written before he began to pte^c\\. *''''^>ftfew\ 
look baclr upon my life, it is not without wowdei ^X>3ci^ ^^^^^ 
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any being necessarily evil, and incapable by nature of pleasing 
him ; or that he suffers men to come into existence subject 
to a corruption which they cannot remove ; on account of 
which they are to perish for ever, except He please of his 
own mercy to prevent it ; a mercy which He will exert 
only in favor of a few elect. He knew that the scriptures 
did not te4)ch him this, he felt that reason and conscience 
and the affections of the heart revolt from it, and he was 
sure that it appeared. to attribute a dishonorable government 
to the God of merc3^ He, on the contrary, believed that 
all men are placed on an equal footing, to be tried with an 
impartial trial, and judged with an impartial judgment ; that 
none are excluded from the benefits of the gospel ; and that 
nothing but an abus^ of the means, which are put in every 
man's power, can deprive any one of that immortality for 
which he is created. Hence his preaching was affectionate ; 
he endeavored to move by representations of the astonishing 
goodness and mercy of God, and to win by accents of kind- 
ness. He did not neglect, however, to urge the terrors of 
the Lord. But he did it as " a strange work," with a fal- 
tering voice and quivering lip, and was once so affected by 
the suWect that his emotion obliged him to pause and recover 
hiraselh 

His views of the christian life were exceedingly exalted, 
and he insisted upon a very pure and rigid standard of moral 
excellence. " It seems to me," he says, " that very much 
of the want of religious principle and conduct among men is 
vOwing to their want of conviction how hard it is to become 
a sincere and obedient follower of Christ. We are apt to 
think too little of the extent and variety of religious obliga- 
tions, and the difficulties and trials, the sorrows and tempta- 
tions, which render it so necessary to work with earnestness. 
We are in no danger of exerting loo much self-denial, or 
maintaining too unearthly a temper, for we are called upon 
to be perfect as our Father in Heaven is perfect. ^^ In ac- 
cordance with these sentiments he was accustomed to say, 
tAat the main reason why men are no belter is, that \b 
thwic it so easy to be good. 
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The dependence of future felicity on character^ and the 
manner in which the gosp^ prepares for it, is so well stated 
in the following paragraph, and was so important in its influ- 
ence upon his whole religious system, that we cannot forbear 
the gratification of copying it. It is from a letter without 
date. — ^' The design ^{ all the obedience which the gospel 
requires, of its precepts, rules, and spirit, is to form .us to a 
certain character, to certain habits and feelings, which are 
the qualifications for a spiritual state hereafter. When we 
think of the present world, it is evident, that in order to 
rightly discharging the services relating to it, in order to enjoy 
the' blessings and comforts it yields, we need a peculiar kind 
of character, — a character adapted to this world. It is thus 
with regard to a future state ; in order to be qualified for its 
services and joys, we need to have certain habits, dispositions, 
capacities, — without which, we should be unqualified to per- 
form its services, or share its joys. Death makes no change 
b our character, — it only alters the state of our existence ; 
and we shall enter a future world with the same habits, feel- 
mgs, tempers, with which we departed from this. And the 
great design of the gospel is, by enjoining certain acts, and 
bculcating certain dispositions, to train us up to that charac- 
ter, which is meet for the inheritance of the saints." 

It would be easy to go on and multiply extracts, which 
should make still more complete the delineation of his char- 
acter and opinions ; but it is time to forbear. The memory 
of what he was can never pass away from the minds of his 
friends and people ; and we have done enough perhaps in 
our endeavor so to make him known, as shall promote the 
interests of religion. 
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Havaka, Dkccmbxr tA. 

Owing to the impossibiiitj of getting our baggage oo 
shore before yesterday, aod to the coostant excitement of 
the last day of our voyage, which prevented my writii^, I 
must DOW sum up in short compass the events of the pist 
few days. On Friday, about 4 P. M., the high lands of 
Cuba were first descried, stretching above the horizon fiktt 
a faint line of clouds. It was not without emotion that I 
first causht a view of that strange land, now for a time to be 
my residence, «nd at last, perhiips, the resting place for mj 
ashes. But I thought it wrong to indulge these roelaccfaotf 
feelings ; and we spent our evening very pleasantly in talloiiig 
about the new scenes which soon were to be displayed 10 
us. 

On the whole, I have been disa(^otnted with regard t^ 
tlie voyage. It has had »o beneficial tofiuem'e on my gene^ 
ral health ; my cough is somewhat increased, and my streqgtil 
lessened. I expected that the sea bree>;e would brac« me, 
and increase my appetite ; but the air was the most put 
debilitating, and my appetite was extremely feeble tfarou^ 
the whole voyage. I could take no exercise : when there 
was wind the vessel heeled too much out of water, and in 
calmer weather, the beat of the sun would not permit it j 
and what little exercise 1 was able to take, fatigued rather 
than invigorated and cheered me. Our days passed over 
us with a sameness which was inexpressibly wearisome. 
We tried to read on deck ; but the rolling often of the vessel, 
the dash of the waves, and the constant employment going on 
busilv about us, prevented my paying sufficient attention to 

«able me to enter into the feelings and sentiments of either 
Werleyt the Rambler, or Jeremy T^^^^^t, T\x^ T^a.vs\Wftc 
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indeed furnished me more entertainment and instroction than 
any other book. The uniTorraitj of the prospect all around 
us soon became tiresome. There was nothmg to excite in- 
terest or repay attention. I was very much disappointed in 
the scenery of the ocean. There was nothing of that gran- 
deur and majesty which I had expected, to fill my imagina- 
tion. Having no points by which to measure distances, you 
become forgetful of the immense extent of waters which roll 
around you. I have been much more impressed with both 
the sublime and the beautiful aspects of the ocean, when 
standing on the beach at Hampton, or gazing on its billows 
from the precipices of Nahant or Sandy Bay, than with any 
seen from the ship. When calm, the appearance of the 
deep was tame to insipidity ; and when swept by the winds, 
it seemed but a wild and horrible waste. At times indeed 
we saw a rainbow much broader and finer than any on land, 
formed on a cloud which hung low over the horizon ; at 
times, when the waves rati high, you would see all the pris- 
matic colors spread for an instant over the surface of some 
wave near you ; the white crest, which rose and spent itself 
with the billow on which it rested, was always beautiful. 
These were but minute particulars. 1 saw no sunset so 
beautiful by far as very many which 1 witnessed from our 
parlor window in Exeter. Sometimes it went down a full 
and cloudless orb ; and I was astonished that it did not then 
seem more majestic. At other times, when the clouds veiled 
it in part, it sunk too rapidly to give them that multitude of 
glorious hues, changing gradually into each other and fading 
slowly away, on which, in our northern climates, the eye 
may so long linger with delight. The most beautiful object 
we saw was the planet Venus, which we noticed once, as we 
were going below rather later than usual, shining with a fuller 
orb and a more resplendent bhlliancy than we had ever be- 
fore witnessed. I saw the moon rise but once ; she then 
rose through clouds, and her light was soon ohsc.w\.^^ V^ 
the haziness of the atmosphere. The ^^c^o\^<^^ ^^scw^ *^^ 

c* 
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dolphin, 80 remairkable for the beautiful colors wkh which its 
skin is tinged as it dies, are generally seen, and often . 
taken, in sailing to Havana. But the only fish which we saw 
were what the sailors call an " old wife," waggling its awk- 
ward course through the waves, and multitudes of flying fish 
mounting above them. The flying fish seemed to be about 
the size and form of our smelt ; and its scales glistened in 
the sun with the same silvery brilliancy. It rises out of water 
a few feet, and nK)ves rapidly about one hundred feet in gen- 
eral. Their flight continues till the sun and air have dried 
their wings, when they drop again into their proper element* 

The kindness of Mr P. had provided every accommo- 
dation for us which could be furnished. M.'s state room 
opened into the cabin, which Mr S. and myself occxi- 
pied. But the vessel, though excellent in every other re- 
spect, was not a comfortable one, on account of her lying 
so very much on her side. The captain considered her the 
most crank vessel, (which is the seaman's phrase to express 
tliis circumstance,) that kie had ever met with ; and seemed 
to me to be continually anxious lest in carrying no more 
than ordinary sail, some unpleasant accident should arise. 
We were exceedingly delighted with the whole economy of 
the vessel : the very kind manner in which the crew were 
treated, — a kindness in Capt. H. almost parental ; and the 
cheerful alacrity with which every order was obeyed. I 
beard not a profane or angry word while on board ; and 
there seemed a constant harmony, contentment, and good 
humor to prevail amongst the crew. We felt very deeply 
our obligations to Capt. H. and his mates, for their uniform 
and very attentive kindness towards ourselves. Everythinf 
was done which could be done to render our situation at 
comfortable and pleasant as possible. 

On Saturday morning, (28lh November,) as I was pack- 
ing some loose clothing in my trunk, i heard a hoarse vok^e 
calling out high above roe in an unknown tongue, and our 
captain stoutly answering in his ixtcive English. 1 ran c 
deci} and found that we were just doubling the small ca 
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or headland on which Castle Moro is situated ;^-« moment 
m(»e— aod Havana with all its strange scenery — its walls of 
stone, its churches, its harbor filled with vessels of difierent 
natioDS, and jarring tongues — was opened at once to our 
view. The first view of the Moro was very impressive to 
us. The cliff on which it is built rises abruptly, almost per- 
pendicularly from the waves, which roar, and dash, and foam 
at Its feet. The castle is built of a ferruginous limestone, 
which forms in fact the foundation of this part at least of the 
Island of Cuba, and of which the walls of the houses are 
made. The Moro had tlie yellowish hue imparted by the 
iron, tinged here and there with greenness arising from 
moisture ; and on every little spot of earth which could find 
rest in the crevices of the stones or the roughnesses of the 
cli^ some vegetation was flourishing. At the extreme point 
of the headland — the corner of the castle — a round light house 
of stone is reared to the height of 110 feet above the level 
of the water. The light is fed by gas, prepared in a small 
boose near the foot of the rock, and conducted by concealed 
passages to the lantern. This light, however, important as 
it 18, is neglected as almost everything else is ; for the night 
on which we were near the harbor, no light was to be seen 
in the lantern, though the light of the lamps in the castle 
shone distincdy. The harbor of Havana is a small bay with 
a very narrow entrance. On the bank of the passage oppo- 
site the Moro, is another, smaller castle, which was not pe- 
cuiiarly interesting. But at a little distance from the Moro, 
and on the same side of the bay, is the Cavanas. It covers 
so great an extent that it is said all the inhabitants of Havana 
might find protection within its walls. If it were well garri- 
soned and provided, it would be impregnable. As it is, its 
power is feeble. It is built like the Moro, on a steep preci- 
pice of rockj though around its base the vegetation and 
shrubbery an abundant. We recognised the aloe and 
prickly pear flourishing thickly in this neglected ^^\., 

While we were waiting Mr C.'s aniviV, "NVt ^. ^i!i^^\ t^^ 
observe m the poiat opposite to viYieTe vi^ V^"^ ^ ^ "Q^ 
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tude of negroes just brought in some slave ship, and dc 
driven down to the shore to be washed. There seemed to I 
about 150 or 200 miserable beings, almost all of them qui 
young, some very small children ; some were naked , aj 
none had any other covering than a large piece of coarse dir 
doth, wrapt round them. They were driven over a bai 
of sharp, pointed stones, cringing at almost every step wi 
pain ; there were about a dozen men with clubs, apparent 
guarding them. We left them in this situation. Mr i 
soon came on board ; and in a short time we found ourselv 
under the roof of the most kind and affectionate friends. ' 
is impossible to describe our sensations when we first passe 
through the streets, in going from the mole on which i 
landed to our dwelling place ; all was so strange, — so utter 
unlike any conceptions we had formed of the place, or ai 
fancies we had ever entertained. The heavy stone wa 
and barred windows of every house, the loud jargon of i 
unknown tongue, the cries of fruit sellers, the strange figur 
and sights every instant changing to us, as we drove rapid 
along the narrow, crowded, and dirty streets ; — all seem< 
so wild, so dreamlike — that we knew not how to express tl 
varying feelings which the scene excited. But it is not d; 
ficult to imagine the feelings with which we received tl 
affectionate and most cordial welcoming of an old and b 
loved friend in this land of strangers and of wretchedness. 
Thursday, 3d December, we observed as a day of thanls 
^vlng, with our friends in New England. The vessels fro 
Massachusetts, to the wondernient of the Spaniards, i 
hoisted their colors. Our friend Mr S., Mr H., and fo 
Massachusetts captains, among whom was our Capt. H., M 
G. with her husband, who both love the institutions of o 
country better than their own — dined with us. The turb 
which we brought from Judge P.'s farm hea(||^the table- 
(I say the turkey, for his companion, alas ! hm sunk und 
the fatigues of the voyage and the sorrows of his desola 
condition) — and what with the turkey, a ham, plum puddin 
apples^ — all from New England ; and Mrs P.'s ct^ria^t 
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tben opened in honor of the day — we bad a true 
acfausetts thanksgiving dinner. The occasion awoke 
jT touching recollections of past days and of distant 
is ; and I could not but fancy that we were then re-* 
bered with an affection to which tbe day and our own 
ion had imparted some new tenderness and force. — ^We 
id bad reason to be thankful from our very hearts to 
^cious God, who had preserved us amidst the perib 
e great deep ; and now is blessing us with the kindest 
is, smd with all the accommodations and comforts wfaicb 
lation like ours admits. In the evening IVIr W. played 
' psalm tunes, which some of die ladies sung. The 
hey attempted was " Love divine ^ ; — that sweet tune, 
I so often had soothed me in our own house of worship, 
irepared the minds of my beloved people for our united 
irs ; — ^but now I remembered in all its force the lament of 
ews in Babylon — " How shall we sing the songs of tbe 

in a strange land ! If I forget ^Aee, O Jerusalem, let 
ght hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember 
let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth ; if I 
r not Jerusalem above my chief joy." No associations 
! are so strong as those which have connected them- 
s with music ; and none so afiecting as those which 
d hymns awaken. — Soon after, Padre Verdier, a friar 
ik in the convent of San Domingo, came in. He often 
the family, aud there is much reciprocal attachment. 
Iress was a gown of white woollen stuff, like bombazeen, 
d about the middle ; over which was a kind of cloak, 
ick bombazeen, which met over the breast, and was 
below. The cowl hung over the back like a great 
; and in front was suspended his rosary. He is a man 
ge fortune, possessing a patrimony of $300,000 inde- 
sntly of his annual income from the various offices he 
ins in tbe convent. One of his offices is " preacher to 
lajesty ; " which makes it his duty alone on public oc- 
ns to pronounce a discourse. His maimet^ vc^ n^vj 
3us — ihose of a. polished gentleman, and Vns tot«^\^»r 
85 veiyr cheerful wad easy, * * * * 
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which gave him the right, and rendered it his duty, ta'snp 
press all places of that nature. His associates, to whom 0€ 
was disagreeable, determined at this time to break tevma 
with him, and carrj on their gaming-houses, and receiine 
their incomes alone. Their old partner, in his private ca- 
pacity, entreated and threatened ; but they obstmately per- 
sisted in terminating their partnership, and excluding hiai 
from his former source of profit. What private entreaties 
could not effect, public authority could : as mayor of die 
city, the protector of morals, he ordered the three gambling- 
houses instantly to be shut up ; and they were not openel 
till their owners had made their peace with him, by admits 
ting him again to a full participation of their profits. Thb 
shows the ease with which these fountains of wickednesv 
might be closed up, as well as exemplifies the extent and 
fearlessness of official corruption in this miserable country* 
The corruption, known, acknowledged, and shameless, of the 
public officers here, if you can credit any part of innumera* 
ble stories told by respectable and veracious people, is great 
beyond description. 

* * * Miralla came to me this morning, and said thai 
Padre Verdier, with the " professor of the sacred text," 
wished to see me, in his chamber. I followed him, and was 
introduced to Padre Andrew, a tall friar, about fort3rfive; 
high in reputation for learning, and of very courteous man- 
ners. The friars converse with great readiness and ease in 
Latin ; but their pronunciation of the language is adapted to 
the Spanish, as ours is to the English language; and most 
of our conversation, whenever we have met, has been upon 
paper. Now, however, Miralla often interpreted the re- 
marks of both, and conversation went on without difficulty. 
I happened to have the German edition of Griesbach's New 
Testament with me, which I showed to the professor, with 
the remark, that it is this text which is principally used in 
America ; when to my astonishment I found what Miralla 
had told me, to be true, that neither friars nor priests know 
a word of Greek. It seemed strange indeed thgx \l\e ^\^ 
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fessor of sacred text in the university of the cooTeot of friars, 
confessedly the most learned, that of the Dominicana. sho'^ i 
be perfectly ignorant of the original text,— of everyihiz^z oj: 
the vulgar translation of his own church. The professo: 
looked bard at the title page of the testament, and turned 
over its leaves, and then handed it azain to me, savioz thai 
*' he presumed it did not or could not diuTer from the \ un- 
gate." I answered, " paucis in locis," — in a few places ; — 
but Miralla, whose heresy comes near to free thinking, mis- 
chievously exclaimed, " in plurimis, plurimis locis," — in ^ery 
many, many passages ; and triumphantly turned the fathers 
to the disputed text of 1 John, v. 7, which he told them was 
omitted in tlie testament I had shown them. The friars 
looked rather blank at this, and asked MiralJa why it was 
done ; which he answered, not apparently to their satisfac- 
tion, by appealing to the want of MSS. authority. Padre 
Andrew then turning to me, asked " how the doctrine of the 
trinity was to be proved, if that text were omitted.*' I said, 
that ^' that doctrine was thought to be proved by a compari- 
son of various passages of scripture.*' " But,*' said the friar, 
" if the doctrine be true, why omit the text r " Here Miralla 
took up the affair, and labored long to explain that the doc- 
trine contained in the words might be true ; and yet it might 
not be true, that the words themselves were written by an 
apostle. The distinction did not appear to be comprehended 
very well ; and the professor, turning again to me, renewed 
the inquiry, — on what grounds we omitted the text. I knew 
no simpler way of answering, than by pointing to the long 
dissertation on the subject at the end of Griesbach, which the 
friar looked at attentively for a moment, and then returned 
it, and would have changed the conversation. But Miralla 
insisted on expounding the whole passage to them, endeav- 
oring to prove, from the 6th and 8th verses together, the 
doctrine of the simple humanity of our Saviour. I feared 
the friars were angry a little in the dispute, but sooa (ovwA 
it was only the usual vehemence of SpamsYi ^<&^Viii\^^V£SCk 
After a little more quite pleasant conversaUoiv^ ^lA ^^ 
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change of good wishes, we parted, under the engagen 
that the next morning I should call on them at their c 
and visit the library of their convent. 

When they had left us, I expressed my astonishmeni 
Muralla, that he should thus dare to assault the true fa 
and treat its ministers with such lightness and freedom. 
said that with very few he should dare to take so great 
erdes ; but tlial these gentlemen, besides being his perse 
friends, were the most learned and most liberal of their ore 
The Ekkminicane are regarded as the most learned bod] 
friars in the country ; but their theological learning extend 
understand, not beyond the works of the authorized exposi) 
of the Vulgate text, the writings of some of the fathers, \ 
the subtle disquisitions of the Angelical Doctor, St Thor 
Aquinas, and his mystical brethren. The two friars wh 
I bad met were very favorable examples of the liberal 6. 
gy of the country. The monastic orders, Miralla tells i 
and he knows them perfectly, are miserably ignorant on ev 
. subject. 

1 went in the afternoon to see the Franciscan church i 
convent. It covers, I believe, more ground than any est 
lishment of the kind, but I did not learn its exact ext€ 
There was no one but the servants in the church, so t 
we could examine it at leisure. There were four altars 
each side, beside the grand altar at the further extremity 
the church. The altars were elevated about four feet — tl 
looked like misshapen, dirty, old-fashioned bureaus withi 
drawers. Four or six pillars, covered with gilding and tin 
ornaments, rose up by the wall behind the altars from 1 
floor to the roof. The spaces between the pillars were fill 
with pictures and statues of the Virgin, our Saviour, and ' 
nous saints. Directly over every altar is a large, wooc 
figure of some saint, all of whom Miralla knew and nam 
by some peculiarity of dress or appearance. The saint < 
cupies the chief place ; and small waxen or wooden figun 
either with or without the cross, represent the veneral 
J^rnj of Jesus Christ ; the Virgin, too, with the infant in I 



EXTRACTS FROM A JOURNAL. XZXIZ 

found sometimes more than one place at every altar. 
e walked up to the principal altar, which alone is in a 
3, 1 observed two wooden figures, large as life, misera- 
irved and painted, supported on brackets high from the 

aod in an attitude approaching each other. These 
the aposdes Peter and Paul : the former carried the 
; and under St Paul was inscribed — probably to mark 
feriority — the words of penitence in which he lamented 
nrrors of his earlier life—" I am the least of all the 
les, and am not wonhy to be called in apostle," &c. 
principal altar is elevated above the floor by six or eight 
; all of which were now filled closely up with candle- 
1, nearly of my height, in which were wax candles six 
dgh, all lighted, in honor of the Virgin, a picture of 
1, with a smirking face and a silver glory, fronts you as 
ipproach the altar. I find it in vain to attempt describ- 
he interior of the Catholic churches : so numberless 
;ulars whose union alone affects the eye, such profuse 
y of images and gaudy decorations, none of which 

are worthy of remark — that I feel that I can give no 
ct idea of what 1 saw. The only feelings which the 
5 parade excited were those of deep sadness and dis- 
— and then of gratitude to God that I was born a Pro- 
it. The floors of the churches are not divided as with 
nto pews ; — the whole space is open : a few long 
les alone furnish the means of rest to those who chance 
ter the church before mass has commenced. Close to 
al of the massy pillars which support the roof, I ob- 
d several chairs, with high wicker-work back and sides, 
e were the confessional chairs. Here the priest seats 
3lf, and the penitent whispers his crimes or his follies, 
receives his absolution. In the mean while people walk 
t as much as they please, provided they come no( so 
the chair as to overhear what is said ; but the coufessor, 
3re be anydiing to excite laughter in the «lo\^ ^^ \s& 
ent, doqs not feeJ if necessary to TesXtm \AS(»itf^^ ^sAw. 
ea seea diakiag his sides in mernmeiklv 
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We passed from the church to the convent, which, as is 
the case with that of St Domingo, and probably all others, 
adjoins immediately to the church, and is built in the form 
of a hollow square, three stories high, round the interior of 
which a piazza is built^ and into which the single door of all 
the cells opens. The centre is occupied by a cistern. Bad 
pictures of the actions of their founders, or portraits of emi- 
nent men of their order, are hung along the walls. The 
only one which I now remember was hung on the staircase, 
and represented a huge giant, striding across the ocean, with a 
little child seated on bis shoulders. Directly between his feet 
was a large plan of the city of Havana. This, Miralla told 
me, commemorates the giant Christopher, the guardian saint 
of the island, who once was met, as the legends say, by our 
Saviour, in the form of an infant, soliciting to be borne in 
the arms of the saint; which was readily granted, to the 
saint's immortal benefit and honor. It is to be remarked 
that the use of pictures as ornaments to their convents is 
forbidden to the monastic orders. We passed several of 
the friars, and they are seen continually in the street. They 
are seventy in number ; and their dress is a loose, long, blue 
gown, tied about the middle with a white string. Their 
heads when covered are protected from the sun by a huge, 
broad-brimmed, white hat 5 shoes and stockings are forbid- 
den ; but they are contented with obedience to half the in^ 
junction. There are three divisions of the general order of 
Franciscans, who are characterized by some variety of dress, 
but who hold the same rules of discipline. All monastic 
orders are bound by three vows, — to poverty, chastity, and 
obedience to superior authorities ; the points of belief in all 
are the same ; and they differ from each other, only in their 
varying disciplinary precepts ; — in the particular object to 
which each order professes to devote itself, as for instance 
one order to preaching, another to the care of the sick, a 
third to missionary labors, he ; — and in their modes of dress 
and appearance. These discriminating fornjs are all pre- 
scrlbed to each order in the particular precepts of its fou\Ade\r. 
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One of the peculiarities of the Franciscans is, that they sub- 
sist entirely by begging. The vow of poverty binds the 
individual only in other orders ; the riches of the convent 
which supports them may be, and indeed generally are im- 
mense ; — but the vow of the Franciscans obliges them to 
poverty both as individuals and as a fraternity. The vow, 
liowever, is not, 1 believe, regarded ; the convent, if I un- 
derstood aright, enjoying a respectable income from its funds. 

When we left the convent, we rode about the city for half 
an hour, passing particularly through those streets in which 
churches were built. There is nothing in the least imposing 
or beautiful in the appearance of any one which 1 have seen. 
All are built of the same rough, dirty looking limestone, 
without, in many instances, any apparent attempt at sym- 
metry of form. The two towers, for instance, which ter- 
minate the front of the cathedral, reputed the finest of the 
churches^ are of very unequal sizes, and differ considerably 
in their architecture. No order of architecture seems 
aimed at, except occasionally, when you see a gothic door. 

Leaving the city we rode to the Paseo, which is at a short 
distance from the walls. This is a public avenue, about half 
a mile in length, and wide enough for three carriages abreast ; 
it is planted on each side with double rows of orange and 
lime trees ; at each end is a dirty limestone fountain, and in 
the middle a statue of one of the Charleses of Spain. The 
troes, however, are too low, thin, and broken to afford any 
but a very imperfect shade ; and we oftener find the foun- 
tains dry, than pouring forth their foul and muddy waters. 
The Paseo is the great scene of public display, for all the 
finery, fashion, and beauty of the city. Here the new vo- 
lantes are first sported, and all the splendor of new jewelry 
4ind uncopied dresses is displayed. The exhibition takes 
place every day as soon after sunset as possible ; but on 
Sundays and festival days the greatest ^^ paseo " takes place. 
At this time a throng oi volantes crowds Xov^wA.^^^ Vi«w^^^ 
filled whb persons ia their richest BU\tS) lih^ \aJi\^^ ^^^^ 
covering of shawl or headdress of any VvaA^%xA^^^»^ 
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or high boot of the volante which screens them at other 
times, is now let down, that none may miss the opportunity 
of seeing and admiring. The carriages, as they arrive, fall 
into a line on the left, follow each other with the slowest step 
to the foot of the avenue, and return in the same order on 
the right. As the righters and lefters pass each other, — 
such a shaking of fans ! — such bowings of heads ! — such 
abundant smiles ! As the object is merely to display and be 
seen, it is considered vastly impolite and vulgar for any to 
converse as they ride ; and to suffer a volante to pass with- 
out looking straight and full into it, is a prodigious incivility. 
Thus all go round the circuit for an hour, and then the farce 
is over. On great days the paseo is exceedingly crowded ; 
and as naany as Bfieen hundred volantes have often been seen 
at once on the parade ground, including the avenue itself and 
some part of the street in which it terminates. Stone seats 
are placed along the sidewalks ; but these are altogether un- 
frequented, as it is quite unfashionable to walk. Dragoons 
are stationed in the riding ground to keep order ; and today 
we found three bands of music ordered there in honor of the 
Queen dowager's birth-day. The air was damp, and I was 
wearied with sights, and we returned home before the paseo 
commenced. 

10th December. We went to Padre Verdier's cell, 
where Miralla left me. The convent of San Domingo 
is built of the limestone so univei'sally in use here, and i?, 1 
think, three stories high ; but then one of its stories is more 
than double the story with us. With its church, it covers a 
square of about 360 feet. On the left hand as you enter 
the door by which I always passed in, stands a large wooden 
figure, wretchedly carved, painted white, with a crown of 
thorns upon its head, and the naked body stuck all over with 
tinsel ornaments and artificial roses. In the corner of the 
entrance adjoining, is the wooden figure of a female, dressed 
in flame colors, covered with tinsel, and crowned with a 
Circlet of stars. This was the Virgin : her hands were held 
i^ ID the posture of supplication, andherWovjxy ^^cexuxix^^ 
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towards the figure of her son.- Both are enclosed in glass 
cases, and both must be passed with tokens of reh'gious rev- 
erence. — Passing through this entrance, you find yourself 
in a large, open court, one side of which is formed by the 
church, into which a door opens, and along the tiiree remain- 
ing sides the cloisters and galleries run. The lower part of 
the wall on all sides is covered with very large and extremely 
coarse and ill-designed paintings, representing the chief 
events in the history of St Dominic. In one, the Virgin,^ — 
to whom, so far as I have observed, all instances of protec- 
tion or deliverance are ascribed by the Catholics — is figured 
as interposing to preserve him from being beaten by some 
sailors, whose cudgels are lifted for that purpose ; in ano- 
ther, she consoles him in apparent vision for an unmerciful 
flagellation he had inflicted on himself; here, he tears an 
infernal spirit in pieces who tempted him in the form of a 
dove ; and there, he protects himself and his friends from 
injury, and puts bands of armed men to flight by holding on 
high the consecrated cross. In one picture, St Peter and 
St Paul appear to him, and after, according to the legend, 
praising him above all men, advise him to establish the mo- 
nastic order which bears his name ; and in the next picture, 
the Virgin herself brings to him a dress which she had chosen 
and fashioned for the new sect of monks, and which now 
forms the habit of the order. 

This court is paved with marble slabs, though in its centre 
is a little spot on which one or two little withered trees once 
grew. A door opens immediately on your right as you en- 
ter this court, which leads you into a second, resembling it, 
except that it has no pictures on its walls, and a small well 
or fountain occupies its centre. The doors of the cells all 
ojDen into this square. This morning was the first time I 
bad been in a monastic cell ; and how different from the 
cells of the fathers or of romance ! P. Verdier's were the 
well furnished apartments of a man of the world. The tooxsx 
which I first entered was hung with p\c\u\e^ Cil ^w'^x^ 
couatr}' life; and ad/oining to this vi«is \\\^ Ax^^ivcv^ "^^^ 
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It is added at the close of the injunction, " whosoever sha 
depart from the sound doctrine of St Thomas Aquinas, an 
either by word or writing utter anything opposed ^o it^ sha 
bo deprived for ever of the office he may hold, and of a 
other rank or dignity." This is indeed continuing the igno 
ranee of the dark ages. In one of the lower rooms df th 
convent is a library of one thousand volumes collected by 
society and open to the public. 

Sunday, 1 3th. In the afternoon rode beyond the wall 
wiih Mr C, and returned home on foot. When in tb 
voluntc he offered to take me to the great resort of the bc 
groos, that I might see how their Sunday was spent. W 
drove atxordingly to a street formed on one side by the wa 
of thu city, and on the other lined with low houses, whic 
now were filled with negroes of all sexes and sizes, gambliii{ 
shoiiting, and dancing to a loud racket produced by bea^ 
boards and barrels, and occasionally a one-headed druB 
Tho street was crowded, all dressed in their most dasbba 
garments, — all laughing, talking, or singincr. It was a seen 
of perfect uproar, and its noise you could hear at a grei 
distance from the city. The houses are owned or hired h 
the free negroes ; and here all, who are able to do it, ho) 
their weekly assembly of vice and confusion. These prob( 
bly are the spots in which schemes of villainy are contrived 
and here probably, should ever an insurrection occur, w; 
its elements be quickened and organized. 

Sunday is indeed universally the day of amusemen 
There is no other service performed at the churches on thfi 
than on any of the week days. Mass is performed at inte 
vals from sunrise till twelve ; and the rest of the day, by tl 
religious themselves, is devoted avowedly to pleasure. Th< 
who have attended one mass have completely fulfilled the 
duty. As you walk through tne streets you would nev 
suspect it was a day of religious rest. The streets resoui 
with the cries of negroes vending their wares, or playii 
with their companions ; the shops are mostly open ; you s( 
much of the usual business going on \ and meet at every st< 
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o the situation of the property, is at present but $40,000. 
Fhe convent maintaips fifty friars. On leaving the prior, I 
expressed a wish to be informed, as far as was proper, con- 
cerning the general regulations of the convent, its particular 
modes of discipline and of life ; and he put a volume into 
my hand, which, he said, would inform me as to everything 
relating to the principal monastic orders'. T read it, and have 
a few extracts from it ; but the inconsistency between the 
rules which they profess to obey, and the actual manners of 
the monks, is most wofully glaring. 

Connected with the convent, or rather constituting a part 
of its economy, is what the monks call a university; in 
which, P. Verdier told me, were taught these branches :-^ 
Theology, civil law, canon law, mathematics, philosophy 
including logic, ethics, metaphysics and physics, medicine, 
grammar, and the "jus regale.*' I asked to see the univer- 
sity rooms ; and was shown into a hall, in which the officers 
were chosen, &;c. This was the only room belonging to the 
university. I could learn nothing intelligibly with regard to 
its regulations ; and presume the whole affair to be no more 
than this — that a certain number of the brethren are chosen 
to attend to the education of those children whose parents 
choose to entrust them to their care. Whether the students 
live within the walls, I know not ; but as no evidence of it 
was seen, I presume they do not. On inquiring concerning 
the books studied, 1 was shown several of them, all of which 
were abstracts from Thomas Aquinas. This author indeed 
is, I might almost say, the sole teacher of the monks. P. 
Verdier told me that the five authors held above all others 
for authority in the Catholic church, are Jerome, Pope 
Gregory, (which pope they did not seem quite to know) 
Augustine, Ambrose, and Thomas Aquinas ; but he added, 
that the latter was deemed alone sufficient to solve all diffi- 
culties and doubts. And in the constitutions of the monastic 
orders, it is enjoined most earnestly, "that they ever read, 
learn, and teach the doctrine of our at\g^eY\e^\ ^^^V^\^ '^sA 
according to that determine and settle a\\ dAS^wV.^^ ^^w:^.^- 
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tended did know. Then a little bell was rung by the blick 
man, and every body beat their breasts. The monk soon 
consecrated the elements, partook them himself alone, ud 
dismissed the assembly. This was the whole service. None 
received the communion ; none heard the prayers ; and H 
they had been heard, none would have comprehended their 
import, for they were in an unknown tongue. But the Qh 
tholics departed, satisfied that they had been present at thB j 
holy sacrifice, had knelt at proper intervals, and beat ther * 
bosoms at the ringing of tho bell. 



SERMON I. 

SERIOUSNESS. 



PSALMS IV. 4. 

STAJNTD IN AWE, AMD SIH" WOT, 

(.Cheerfulness of spirit and manners, is not 
merely an amiable grace, but a religious duty. 
We are called, as christians, to let our light shine 
before men, and by the influence of our example, 
to place religion in a conciliating and attractive 
point of view. The influence of Christianity has 
doubtless been sometimes prevented and im- 
paired by the repulsive austerity displayed by 
many of its sincere professors. In the animation 
and gaiety of early hfe, the young turn with 
disgust from every thing gloomy ; and attributing 
the cold solemnity in the manners of many pious 
people to the natural influence of the • gospel, 
they have often acquired a powerful and unhappy 
prejudice against religion itself. And persons of 
every age naturally regard with dislike whatever 
tends apparently to overwhelm the mind with 
nielancholy, and so embitter those innocent ^Wr 
joyments which reason and natuie axiXkotviA.^ «sv^ 
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the means of which God has so abundantly 
provided. If therefore we wish to conciliate the 
leeUngs of men towards reUgion, to make it 
interesting, and to persuade by our example to 
the love and practice of it, it is important to 
prove that it indeed conduces to present happi* 
ness, by displaying an unaffected cheerfulness, so 
far as it can be displayed with innocence, and is 
consistent with the strict requirements of the 
gospel. Habitual cheerfulness is the natural re- 
sult and expression of that love of God, that 
grateful reception of his blessings,^ and that pious 
trust in his providence, which we are ever bound 
to maintain and to manifest. If we have an 
unwavering confidence in his protecting care^ 
why should we be anxious and desponding ? If 
we indeed can look up to him with a heartfelt 
affection, why should we be gloomy ? Cheerfidr 
ness is a duty, because it conduces to benevo- 
lence ; it nourishes feelings of kindness towards 
others and disposes us to rejoice in their happi- 
ness, and to make exertions to prevent their 
sufferings, and promote their good. The gloonoty 
and austere turn from the success and joy of 
others with disgust and envy. Who knows not 
what a chill the sadness of one gloomy spirit 
throws over the joys of others; and how much 
habitual cheerfulness diffuses peace and gladness 
over the circle of domestic friendship. Cheer- 
fulness is also important, because°a dejected and 
melancholy spirit .unfits us for the regular, con- 
sistent, and vigorous discharge of the duties 
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li God calls us to perfoniu When we enter 
them without interest, and go through them 
dejection and languor, we do not }ield that 
ig, animated, zealous obedience, which best 
sponds with the free and generous spirit of 
ospel. 
hough cheerfulness be thus important in 

and in its connexion with other duties, 

is another disposition enjoined in the text 
[i is yet more important, and with which the 
, steadiness and continued improvement of 
christian character is intimately connected, 
nd in awe and sin not.'^ The text exhorts 
) maintain habitual seriousness of spirit. 

disposition is often confounded with the 
ness and gloom which have already been 
)b9.ted ; but they are entirely dissimilar, and 
no connexion with each other. Seriousness 
sposition is often supposed to be at variance 
that cheerfulness which has been represented 
iuty ; but it is not so. It is not only perfectly 
Lstent with uniform cheerfulness, but is in 
its surest foundation and best, support, 
msness is opposed to levity, to thoughdess- 
to want of consideration, to a trifling, giddy, 
>ated5 improvident state of mind. Let ex- 
nce decide which ha^ the most of, true and 
lanent cheerfulness, the mind that is careless, 

and trifling, or that which is sedate, calm, 
thoughtful. Almost all the dispositions and 
igs which spring from a durable c\veexl\3\r 
bare ia them njiiph of a swoua O^v^a^cXst. 
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The tranquillity of daily happiness is most often 
interrupted by petty cares, and trifling irritations 
and disappointments. But an habitual serious- 
ness, by giving steadiness and firmness to the 
mind, prevents its being ruffled and disturbed by 
events like these. The calm and solemn intere^ 
which the contemplation of the truths of religion 
inspires, elevates the heart above all trifling 
vexations; and the mind occupied with nobler 
objects, will not receive any great or lasting pain 
from the disappointments of ordinary life. Be- 
sides, on the most careless mind, solemn and 
awful recollections will at times intrude ; and it 
is only an habitual seriousness which enables us 
to contemplate them without apprehension and 
dismay. On those subjects which every mind ia 
compelled at times to consider, and which alarm 
and sadden the careless and the gay, you find the 
serious converse with composure and often dwell 
with delight. Your own observation readily 
teaches you, that if the life of the serious have 
fewer bursts of tumultuous joy, it has also fewer 
seasons of disgust with life, and of unquiet appre- 
hension and gloom ; that its course is indeed one 
of more constant peace and habitual cheerfulness. 
Without dwelling longer on the perfect consist- 
ency between great seriousness and uniform 
cheerfulness, I wish to consider the importance of 
the temper enjoined in the text in reference to the 
religious character. " Stand in awe and sin not.'* 

/. Such a disposition, in the first place, is here 
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Tepresented as a great security against sin ; and 
Teaj9on and experience confinn the truth of the 
afisertion. 

By the phrase "stand in awe," and by the 
term seriousness, we are to understand a dispo- 
sition to reflect on the truths and objects of 
religion, an habitual sense of our own personal 
interest and deep concern in it ; a habit of re- ^ 
gaiding all events and objects chiefly in a rehgious 
point of view. In this sense of the term, serious- 
nees of disposition is a great security against sin, 
inasmuch as it saves from many temptations. 
There are many scenes of life, particularly scenes 
of amusement and pleasure, in which our con- 
victions of our responsibility to God are soon 
weakened or lost, our sense of the importance of 
a strict and elevated purity and devotion, our 
solemn resolutions of amendment, if not our 
principles and habits, are often attacked, shaken, 
a&d impaired ; and in which many thoughts and 
feelings are excited, and a general spirit imparted, 
which are decidedly contrary to the spirit of the 
christian system. From these scenes of tempta- 
tion and danger, a serious disposition will with- 
draw us. It creates a taste for more elevated 
fenjoyment than they can furnish ; it destroys the 
inclination and fondness for them, renders them 
dull, uninteresting and fatiguing; and by the 
manner in which it prompts us to regard 
them, renders them the means of exciting 
many impressive and useful reflectioiv^^ \^^« 
tfaajD of disturbing the feelings and \\^\\& o1 "^ 

j2* 
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christian life. Many temptations arise from the 
fascinating influence of the world, its flattering 
distinctions, the splendor which riches throw 
around those who possess them, and the excite- 
ments of its various pleasures. On a light and 
giddy disposition the full efiect of these worldly 
influences is felt ; they seize upon all its thoughtfli, 
continually kindle its desires, fill its imagination 
with earthly visions, and prevent its affection* 
from being formed into a devotional spirit, and 
from soaring to a better world than this. But a 
serious mind implies a state of feeUng over 
which these fascinations have Uttle power ;. vain 
wishes are there excited with difficulty and sub- 
side without effect ; the habit of considering the 
objects around us in a religious light, soon detects 
the delusions of fancy and the insufficiency of 
the brightest promises of earth. We learn to 
regard them as they really are, capable of giving 
enjoyment, but an enjoyment which is uncertain 
in its duration, disturbed by many anxieties, and 
insuflficient to satisfy the heart; as perfectly 
unable to support us in the trials and sorrows of 
life; and from which at all events death will 
soon separate us for ever. When the mind is 
accustomed to take these just views of life and 
its objects, the charm of the world has vanished, 
arid many of its temptations have lost their 
power. Why should we give ourselves up to a 
world whose promises are vain and uncertain, 
whose pleasures, our own hearts tell us are in- 
suIHcient, and which is fast vanishing away? 
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shall we hold the interests of religion secondary 
o the fading interests of this life ? How little 
Mui we gain — but how much shall we certainly 
lose ! By seeking first the things of earthy we 
may leave behind us more abundant wealth or a 
parouder name, or life while it lasts may pass 
away in hurried amusement, and careless dissipa- 
tion. But what shall compensate us for the loss 
of a kingdom in heaven ! " Stand in awe, and 
sin not." 

Again. One of the greatest seciuities against 
m is found in the sense of our own danger, and 
the avoidance of all needless exposure, and the 
resolute endeavor to repress and overcome the 
first attacks of temptation. But this is caused 
by that deep conviction of the importance of the 
objects of reUgion, that concern for christian 
character, and that frequent reflection on his 
own peculiar frailties and, sins, which are found 
only in a character sincerely and habitually 
serious. The knowledge of our danger can be 
acquired only by patient and severe self-exami- 
nation, and this a giddy mind will not give to 
the subject ; and the reality of any spiritual dan- 
ger can be rightly felt only by those, who are so 
sensible of the infinite importance of God's favor, 
that they regard every thing with fear which 
threatens to impair, in the slightest degree, the 
parity of their religious character. It is only 
some- great and glsgring temptation which arouses 
the conscience and arrests the steps of the un- 
thmkin^; they rush into the oxdmax^ ^'5Mv^<i\'$. "^^ 
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a religious life with heedlessness. But great \ 
alarming temptations do not. frequently occ 
we are made negligent of religion, and plunj 
into guilt, gtaduaJdy, by giving way to the sma 
temptations, by the want of vigilance, and by : 
regarding the consequences which the first s 
may oring. And it is only a mind accuston 
t30 serious meditation, and deeply impressed i< 
its responsibility to God, which is at aU tir 
sufficiently awake to discern the silent and c 
cealed approach of ordinary danger, and m 
ciently resolute to avoid or resist it at first, 
serious disposition, too, gives a firmness of pi 
ciple^ a power of self-command, a capacity 
summoning up with force and readiness 
solemnity of christian motives, which sustains 
the hour of trial, and enables us by the grace 
God to refsist temptation with success. " Sta 
then, in awe and sin not." 

2. A serious disposition is not only thui 
great security • against sin ; it is also the I 
ground for the implantation and improvement 
religious principle and feeling. Without serio 
ness indeed religion cannot exist ; and i 
progress of the religious character is very mi 
to be tested by the increasing degree of serio 
ness which it produces. Unless we are ret 
concerned, and deeply concerned, for our pres< 
character and our final salvation, we can vai 
pretend that reUgion has any powerful influei 
over us. A serious disposition is always d< 
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TOU3 of receiving religious impressions, and will 
employ all the means and opportunities which 
God grants for acquiring them, with a zealous 
interest. The good seed, when scattered abroad, 
finds there a soil fitted for its reception; and 
religious impressions will therefore be more often 
given, and given with greater power. It is the 
want of seriousness, which renders the various 
means of rehgion upon many minds so utterly 
inefiicacious. Their importance is not felt by the 
tinreflecting, and they are neglected; or when 
attended to at all, levity as effectually as sin, 
hardens the heart against conviction, and prevents 
any distinct and powerful reception of religious 
troth. 

Religious impressions, in order to be effectual 
and permanent, must be watched, guarded from 
injiirious influences, nourished by careful con- 
templation, confirmed by prayer, and rendered 
practical by deliberately following up the train 
of reflections to which they give rise. When 
this is not done, how deep soever they may have 
been at first, they will soon be swept away. A 
powerful appeal, or solemn warning may leave 
(Mi a Ught and giddy mind some religious im- 
pression, may awaken to some reflection, may 
excite some concern or fear for final safety, and 
lead to the formation of some good wishes and 
mirposes; but how soon are all forgotten, and 
now entirely fruitless are they very often in jthe 
end! It is only a serious disposition which 
nourishes tbezn with interest and Voii^ c,OTxV\ssafc^ 
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care, sufficient to render them effectual to the 
real improvement of the rehgious character. 

Frequent soHtary meditation on the truths and 
duties of religion, is the nurse of all that is pure, 
devout, and holy ; and without . it the character 
will alwajrs be loose and unsettled. It is onl^ 
by sohtary meditation, that those awful ihotives 
which revelation discloses can be distinctly reali- 
zed, and can take that powerful hold on the 
imagination and feelings which will give them a 
controlling influence over the conduct. It is 
then only that we can see the world as it is and 
ourselves as we are, and that the realities of eter- 
nity, now obscured and placed at a seeming 
distance by the shadows of earth, ris^ up before 
us in all their inexpressible importance. It is in 
-these hours of meditation, that the serious spirit, 
stunned with the noise and wearied with the toita 
of the world, finds her rest, and repairs her 
strength, and feels within herself those high and 
solemn anticipations again awakened, which 
speak her relation to scenes and to beings now 
unknown. It is hours like these, which purify 
and spiritualize the character, which redeem the 
heart from the^ meanness and grossness of earthly 
passion, and prepare us, when the consecrated 
i^ason is past, to return again to the trials and 
duties of life, cheered with a better hope, and 
with affections resting in heaven. Where is the 
giddy and dissipated who finds in his own life 
those hallowed seasons of meditation ? Does not 
levity destroy both the inclinatioii to seek, and 
tAe capacity to maintain and enp^ \\ve«vX 
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Again. By his various dispensations to our* 
selves or to others, God designs to furnish us 
lessons of wisdom and means of reUgious im- 
pression and improvement ; but all are often in 
vain to a mind which levity has hardened. It is 
on a serious disposition, that these, as all other 
ifleans of religious improvement, are ejSectual. 
To a man of this disposition, all around him 
in nature speaks of its great and ever-present 
Author. The circumstances of his own situation, 
incessantly tell him of his dependence and his 
responsibilities; and the vicissitudes which hfe 
is ever producing in himself or displaying in 
others, lead him to impressive and profitable 
reflection. Dispensations of affliction are among 
the most powerful means which providence em- 
ploys to discipline our characters. But how 
slight the eflfect which even these often have on 
a giddy and careless disposition! It sinks for a 
wmle into melancholy and despair ; and as time 
lightens the burthen, solemn considerations de- 
part, and it soon joins itself to the world, Ught 
and unthinking as before. This is not indeed 
always the case. There are those who once had 
all the levity which the unchastened, unrestrained 
flow of youthful spirits could give, and when God 
bowed them to the dust in sorrow, have found 
that it, was indeed good for them to be afflicted. 
But we are to be instructed by the divine ap- 
pointments to others as well as to ourselves, and 
It is generally a serious disposition alone which in 
this case is permanently benefited. ¥io\xv ^^ 
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abodes of poverty, from the bed of pain and 
disease, from the house of bereavement and . 
death, the gay and unthinking turn with weaii- 
ness and disgust ; but the heart of the seriouB 
man is softened and inade better. They help to 
estabhsh his views of the precariousness of eveiy 
thing earthly ; they impress him with the salutai|f 
conviction of his own exposure to suffering ; tfief 
bring up before him those final scenes whi<i 
nature contemplates with awe, but which himsdf ' 
goon must pass through ; and thus urge on hinii 
with greater force, the importance of a preparar 
tion for that better world where the changes <rf 
sorrow are unknown. Such a man understands 
how it is better to go to the house of mourning 
than to the house of feasting. 

3. On the discharge of the active duties of a ] 
religious life, a serious disposition has a yen ] 
important influence. Levity debilitates the mindf 
deprives it of firmness and hardiness of purpose 
and principle, benumbs the conscience, and re- 
laxes the powers of moral exertion. It leaves no 
vigor, resolution or perseverance.. The duties of 
hfe are often diflSicult, and require much of energy 
and determined patience to be discharged aright* 
Religion requires much self-denial, it calls us to 
make many sacrifices- But for all these, a trifling 
disposition is altogether unprepared. It shrinks, 
enervated and complaining, from the conflict of 
faith, and the high career of diflSicult and trying 
dutj. We need much sober thought on the sul? 
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of our duties ; or we shall not understand 
I aright, or discern distinctly in what manner 
itian principles are to be applied to particular 
imstances. One of the most common errore 
md in too low an estimation of the strictness 

extent of the requisitions of tlie gospel. 

thoughtless imagine that they can comply 

all its demands without vigilance, without 
ienial, without exertion, and by a life, 
3d indeed with no gross crime, but spent at 
om, vain, useless, unregulated by any distinct 
ence to christian rules; — forgetting that 
iight is the gate and narrow is the way 
h leadeth unto life, and few there be that 

therein." But the serious and thoughtful 
I, accustomed to consider this life as it is — 
insient state of trial, and often to contem- 
) the world to which it is going, and to 
ze its unearthly nature and its infinite im- 
ince, will feel how reasonable and how 
ssary are those requirements of the gospel, 
h call so imperatively to Uves of the strictest 
y, and the most exalted, uniform, and prac- 

piety. 

dissipated, trifling disposition has a destruc- 

influence on some of the best habits and 
jtions of the christian character. Prayer, 
example, is the greatest means of religious- 
'ovement, and a duty most solemnly enjoined. 

where the heart is not habitually serious, 
duty is altogether neglected, or else performed 
L hurried, fonnal manner, mth a dcvsXx^^V^ 

3 
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mind, and a cold and weary heart. — What effect 
htLS habitual levity on the purity of the heart?-* 
Where the thoughts are permitted to rove idle 
and unchecked, and the imagination is thronged 
with a continual succession of fantastic visions. 
will the heart never be polluted ? Would na 
a. serious conscience turn with shame and re*. 
iliorsc from those fancied scenes, on which tlif 
vain and dissipated mind often dwells with pafr- 
sionatc delight ? — A giddy disposition will ahvajfl 
be deficient in the deep feelmgs, and practicid ] 
habits of benevolence. It cannot sympathim 
strongly, it avoids the contemplation of actual 
distress, and is incapable of that self-denial, ai^ 
resolution, and labor in circumstances of suf- 
fering, which the practical charity of the gospel^ 
in many cases renders necessa^ry. Tlje beat 
affections of piety, too, — the love of God, 
gratitude, firm and cheerful trust in his prov- | 
idence, controlling desires of his approbation, ; 
cannot be strongly excited and permanently ' 
umintaiiicd without habitual and serious attentioD 
[o his agency around us, and to his revelations 
of iuuiself. This is essential to keeping aJive 
uutuvsliuiX and impressive views of the character 
iuui goYornment of God, of our own intimate 
conno.\u>a with him, our entire dependence, and 
our i\iiiiu>orless obligations. So that without 
Udbiaial ^toriousnoss, many of the active duties of 
lile will be neglected, or discharged with un- 
t'aithiuUic?<%» and the character will be deficient 
/// ijii' oost and most important christian graces. 
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1 have endeavored to illustrate the imiwrtance 
>f a serious disposition by pointing out its eflfects. 
rhere are more direct reasons, which your own 
ninds must realize, which most solemnly declare 
its necessity. You believe yourself now, and 
every instant of your life, in the immediate i>re- 
jence of the most high God ; that his eye is upon 
fon in every scene of hfe; that he witnesses 
every vain imagination which arises in your mind, 
every idle word which bursts from your lips, 
every deed of folly and of guilt. In his presence, 
fnll you not stand in awe ? You think of yourself 
now as in a state of trial ; you acknowledge your 
everlasting welfare to be entirely dependent on 
pour present conduct ; and you know that when 
I few rapid days are past, you will appear before 
Giod in judgment. Will you not then stand in 
awe, when every hour is adding to your account, 
and helping to fix your fate for ever ? 

It was my intention to have dwelt on some of 
the obstacles which prevent the acquisition of a 
serious temper, and some of the means to be 
employed for its maintenance. But 1 can only 
remark in passing, that the acquisition and main- 
tenance of a serious spirit is utterly irreconcileable 
with a dissipated hfe, with a constant pursuit of 
amusement, with a continual intercourse with 
company, or with an incessant devotion to worldly 
bosiness. The means of acquiring a serious dis- 
position are found in being much alone ; in habits 
of reflection on the uncertainties of life, and the 
realities of eternity; in applying to ovvt^N^^ 
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those warning dispensations which providence 
appoints to others ; in the daily habit of reading 
those scriptures of God, and those works of men, 
which point out our duties, and tell us of here- 
after; and in frequent conversation on those 
subjects, which embrace all that is important to 
us as immortal beings. But the greatest means 
of nourishing a serious spirit, is found in frequent 
retirement and reUgious meditation. Go, then, 
often to your closet Shut out from your mind 
the cares and the follies which occupy your busy 
hours, and commune with your own heait. When 
sohtude has calmed your hurried spirit, ask 
yourself. Why was I brought into the world, and 
for what end am I living ? Is this Hfe the whole 
of my existence, and will all be terminated to me 
for ever when I sleep in the dust ? If not, 
whither am I tending r and what will become oi 
me ? What is that future existence of which my 
own heart speaks so awfully within me, and which 
the word of God so solemnly reveals? What 
must I do ? What must I become, in order that 
that world may be to me one of joy ? How does 
my life now correspond with what God requires.** 
How long shall I certainly live, that my character 
may be amended, and that heaven may be sure ? 
Is it possible that I may lose heaven by my neg- 
ligence ? Shall I live then at random ? Is deaui 
rapidly approaching me, and is the time of my 
departure uncertain ? What will be my condition, 
if all my opportunities, and all the privileges 
fvjhjch God in mercy has bestowed, should fail at 
/ast of making me wise unto s^NaViow"^ 
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S£RMO]V II. 

THE LOVE OF GOD. 



MARK XII. 30. 

lEOa SHAIiT LOVE THE I.ORD THY GOD WITH ALL THY HEART, AMD 
WITH ALL THY SOUL, AND WITH ALL THY MIND, AJTD WITH ALL 
THT STRSKGTH. THIS 18 THE FIRST COMMAITDMEKT. 

You have doubtless often remarked the singu- 
lar fiihiess and strength of expression in this 
commaDd of our Saviour. The variety of phrases 
employed not only renders the command itself 
more forcible, but also guards against misappre- 
hensions of the nature of the alSection it enjoins. 
While by the phrase, " thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul," 
lively, strong and permanent feelings are de- 
manded ; the next phrase " with all thy mind," 
or intellect, teaches that this love is to be rational, 
well-regulated, and such, in its causes and in- 
finences, as the soundest understanding may 
approve ; and when it is added " with all thy 
sirength," we are told that it is to be practical, to 
uifluence our ordinary conduct, to direct bur 
exertions and employ our strength in works of 
obedience and duty. 

3* 
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" This is the first commandment." It is so^ 
because a devout regard to the Deity is the very 
foundation of all rehgion ; because our obUgations • 
to the love of God are more numerous and mora 
imperative, than to any other disposition or duty ; 
and because this command is more comprehen- 
sive in its nature, more important and universal in ' 
its influence, and more beneficial in its efiects^ 
than any other can be. 

As a rule of conduct, the love of Grod will 
enter into every action, extend to feelings and to 
circumstances which laws cannot reach, and 
easily decide in cases too minute or too compli- 
cated for any general directions to solve. It 
furnishes, too, a motive, which waits not for de- 
hberation or reasoning to call it into actioD^ 
which influences where all other motives would 1 
be vain, which metes not its obedience in stinted 
and narrow measure, but is prodigal in service to 
God. In a word, for the want of this, nothing 
can compensate ; without it, obedience is waver- 
ing, languid and joyless ; while itself may supply 
the place of all other m6ral excitements and ruleSb 
It is not wonderful, then, that Jesus should en- 
join, as the first command of his religion, " Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God." 

Little observation is needed to convince lis, 
that many misapprehensions prevail as to the 
nature and origin of the disposition enjoined lA 
the text. There are many, who, from want of 
culture, from peculiar dispositions, or habits of 
mind, are accustomed to consider all religious 
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^ts as enveloped in a strange myBterious- 
The love of God, by such persons, is 
idered as something inexphcablp and incom- 
ensible, unlike all other affections, entirely 
nd our power to acquire, and only to be 
nunicated to the heart by miraculous inter- 
ice. It sometimes happens that those of 
^r minds confound, on th^s subject, the cause 
the effect, and consider the love of God, not 
X affection of the heart, but as a particular 
30 of external conduct, which is properlythe 
t and expression of that affection. They 
it as simply a regular discharge of outward 
IS, without any strict regard to the feelings 
principles from which they should spring, 
he other hand, a fervid excitement of animal 
igs, unaccountable zeal, the tumult of wild 
agitated passions, or a groundless and daring 
dence, is made to take place of that humble 
rational affection, whose sincerity is tested 
by the fruits of a pure and holy Ufe. In this 
>urse I shall hope to correct these views by 
avoring to illustrate the nature and sources 
le love of God. 

emark, first, that there is nothing mysterious 
explicable in that love of God enjoined by 
ext. It is no unaccountable impulse com- 
cated without our knowledge, and enkindled 
by miraculous operation. It is no passionate 
ement and ecstasy of feeling, awakened we 
7 not how, supported by no reasons, governed 
o rule, unattainable by our exeiilioiNa^ ^x^^ 
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uncertain in its effects. It is a disposition which 
all can understand, and which all can acquire^ 
and maintain. It is nothing surpassing our nature^ 
or opposed to it It is no new affection supen* 
added to our hearts, but only a new and hoUei 
direction of affections which already exist there» 
The love of God is an affection equally intellir 
gible in its nature, equally capable of being difh 
tinctly traced to rational and consistent causes, 
equally attainable by our exertions, and equally 
plain and certain in its effects, as the love of man. 

God has warmed and ennobled our hearts with 
certain affections which distinctly correspond to, 
and tend towards, their peculiar objects. He • 
has implanted in us original feeUngs of reverence, 
of gratitude, of esteem, of love. Whenever an 
object corresponding to these affections, and 
suited, by its nature, to excite them, is presented 
with distinctness and force to the mind, these 
feelings are awakened. Their moral character 
is determined simply by the object to which they 
are directed. When they are directed towards 
human beings, they are benevolent affections, and 
constitute the love of man ; and when they are 
directed to the Creator and Father of all, and 
rest supremely on him, they then constitute that 
love of God, which our Saviour so powerfully 
enjoins. 

In this view, the love of God perfectly corres- 
ponds, in its nature, with the love of man. It ia 
composed of the same affections, it arises from 
corresponding sources, and will be characterised 
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y corresponding effects. The difference between 
he two dispositions arises only from the infinite 
lisparity between their objects ; the imnieasura- 
i)le distance between the awful majesty and im- 
maculate perfections of God, and the frailty and 
sin which defile the most venerable and amiable 
of those who bear his image on earth. In this 
view there is nothing mysterious, irrational, or 
unaccountable in the love of God. It arises 
simply from our being habitually impressed with 
those views of the character and agency of God, 
winch are suited to call forth the sentiments of 
reverence, gratitude, esteem, and affection. 

Consider then the character of God, without 
any immediate relation to ourselves; and even 
here you will see the reasonableness and obliga- 
tion of the command to render him your love. 
Consider his power, 'so universal and uncontrola- 
ble ; his knowledge, which marks even the falling 
sparrow, and numbers the hairs of our heads; 
hiB wisdom, so wonderful in working, so exhaust- 
less in resources. Attend to the manifestations 
of these perfections, inscribed alike on the dust 
of the earth, and written in characters of glory 
by the stars of heaven. Remember it was his 
voice, which called this universe of wonders from 
Dothing ; his hand, which now sustains this earth 
amidst tie void ; his influence, which first kindled 
the flames of the sun, and daily sends him forth 
on his race of glory, rejoicing in his strength. 
Contemplate the immensity of God's universe, 
and the myriads of known and unkiiON^w\^\sv^ 
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which people it with life ; and then try to realize, 
that should his agency for a moment be sus- 
pended, all would vanish, and amidst the awful 
sohtude God would alone remain. Do you not 
see here traces of perfection, which should fill 
you with reverence and awe ? 

But think not of God merely as venerable in 
power and wisdom. Conceive, if you can, that 
everlasting faithfulness, on which the hopes of a 
dependent creation rest ; that holiness, so spot- 
less, that the heavens are impure before ham; 
and that goodness, vast as his universe, and end^ 
less as etertiity. This is the character which calltf 
for your love ; and what heart should not render 
it, which can discern and feel the excellency of 
moral perfection ? Men do not think of Grod* 
with reverence and affection, because their views' 
of his character are so unsettled, indefinite, and 
unworthy. Their conceptions of God are taken 
up at random, are received by accident, or formed 
in carelessness. They heed not the voices re- 
sounding through creation, which proclaim the 
majesty and mercy of its author. They are not 
accustomed to that solitary contemplation, which 
alone can realize subjects of a spiritual and un- 
earthly nature ; nor to that silent and hallowed 
meditation on his character, which alone can 
correct their false views, can purify and elevate 
their conceptions, and cause them to see God as 
he is. And in proportion as we " acquaint our- 
selves with God," in proportion as our views of 
his chciractcr lose their confusedness and become 
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DiOTe definite, consistent, and worthy, we shall 
look to him with sentiments of deeper reverence, 
and more confiding and fervent love. 

The love t)f God, however, arises less from 
abstract contemplations on his character, than 
from viewing him in relation to other beings, and 
to cm-selves. " We love him," said an apostle, 
"because he first loved us." We should love 
him, too, for his goodness to our fellow beings. 
When the exclusive pursuit of our own interest 
has not chilled the feelings and conti'acted the 
heart, we naturally take pleasure in the happiness 
of others, we sympathize somewhat with their 
gratitude, and regard their benefactor with esteem 
and affection. Who loves not the man who is 
steadily employing his powers and resources in 
lessening the sufferings and promoting the welfare 
of others, though his kindness reach not us? 
When we read the history of distant nations and 
of other times, who thinks not with delight of the 
philosopher or the patriot whom God raises up to 
guide, adorn, and bless them, though ourselves 
reap no benefit from their labors ? * Is it unrea- 
sonable then, to dwell with reverence and love 
on that Almighty Parent of all, whose goodness 
has been from everlasting, and whose tender 
mercy, from the infancy of creation, has been 
communicating blessings to all his works ? 

We are too apt to regard the Deity as a dis- 
tant, solemn being, unmoved by affections, ab- 
sorbed in himself, and caring for his creatures 

*Cappe'« 'Discourses, p. 110. 
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only as they carry forward his plans, and witnen 
his glory. With this view the glow of devotim 
departs ; there seems something unamiaUe and 
repulsive, and we think of God with at best a 
distant respect and solemn awe. But we should 
rather regard him, as the scriptures reveal him 
to us, — as a benevolent father, surrounded by bit 
universal family, whom he created to make hap^ 
py; on whom he ever looks with affectionatt^ 
interest, and in whose improvement and fehcity ^ 
he rejoices. Do you need this view to be illu»- - 
trated ? Look abroad then, on the grandeur and . 
magnificence of his creation, and say, if in iti 
order and harmony, its majestic and unvarying 
laws, and its beneficent influences, you discem 
not the marks of a benevolence, which watches 
for the welfare of his creatures ; say, if in all the 
complicated machinery and numberless contri- 
vances in nature, you can find any one, whose -; 
design is to produce only suflfering ; and if yoa ij 
discern not countless evidences, that God designs 9 
and desires the happiness of his children. 

Consider how much this benevolent design of 
God is in fact answered, even in the narrow 
circle which our eyes can embrace. Observe 
how much the happiness of even the lowest 
orders in creation is contrived for, -and is pro- 
moted. How many myriads of beings, animated, 
active,'|and happy in their existence, fill the air, 
beat the earth, or sport in the wave. Think how 
endless the variety of wants in each different 
classj even the food of one will not suit another ; 
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tnd how constantly returning are the wants of 
3ach separate individual. Yet all these are pro- 
nded for, and all in some way express their 
happiness. When you go forth in the morning 
of spring, and look on the various orders of 
insects and animals, with which God has peopled 
the air and the earth, do not their wild and 
sportive motions, their incessant and bnneeded 
activity, and their songs of joy, testify as strongly 
as language could do, their exultation and delight 
in the existence with which they are blessed? 
And is not that Being, who, amidst the immensity 
of his creation, overlooks not the least of his 
works, who continually provides for and imparts 
happiness to the wild beast of the desert, and 
the insect of the air, — is not that Being worthy 
}f your veneration and your love ? 

Would you gain loftier views of that goodness 
^hich calls for your love, raise your eyes from 
hese lower objects to man and to society. Read 
he history of our race, and learn with what 
visdom' and benignity the events of our world 
lave in past times been ordered; behold the 
Umighty from apparent evil educing real good, 
teadily carrying on, in every age, the progressive 
cheme of human improvement, and causing 
iven the gloomiest convulsions of society, and 
he wrath and crimes of men, to accompUsh 
ome purpose of mercy. 

Look around you on men as they now are, and 
rhere will you find one individual, whose exist 
nee on the whoJe has not been a \Ae^\\i^^ ^^ei^ 
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for whose happiness God has not made 
pecuUar provision ? Consider how many t 
capacities of pleasure with which our nai 
endued, which are not essential to our exu 
but are only bestowed to render life more I 
and think how constantly these capaciti« 
filled with enjoyment. Observe the vario 
lights furnished for the eye and the ear, f 
smell and the taste, for the imagination ai 
intellect. Consider the pleasures of frier 
the comforts of domestic life, the commc 
joyments of daily intercourse and mutual 
offices, and the security and blessings c 
society. Remember how extensive is a 
enjoyment ; that the most needed blessin. 
the most common; and that the same g 
lav^s which arQ dispensing benefits to tho 
see, are showering them equally on every r 
and every tongue. Number, if you cai 
myriads of human beings, whose hearts i 
moment are swelling with joy or with hope 
then say, if the Being, who is constantly b< 
ing so great and so various happiness to n 
not to be praised for his goodness, and has 
claim on your love. 

Do you need stronger claims ? Think tl 
your own situation, and of that ceaseless 
which has sustained and blessed you all 
past life, and which sustains and blesses yo 
Who gave you life at the first, and protec 
in those hours of helplessness when no 1: 
cars alone could have foreseen, nor huma 
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demess alone could have supplied your wants ? 
Who guarded you amid the perils and exposure 
of youth, saved you in hours of danger, raised 
yoQ from beds of sickness, and called back your 
steps from the gates of the grave ? Who now 
supports the life, and blesses you in the friend- 
ship, of your nearest connexions? Is it your 
own power which renders your labors effectual to 
your prosperity, which causes your fields to ripen 
with fruit, or returns your ships laden with 
wealth ? Can you depend on yourself for even 
the most common blessings? Dare you trust 
your own care to defend the hours of your rest, 
and keep the slumbers of night from ending in 
the sleep of death ? Will you rely on your own 
wisdom to guard you from the accidents which 
threaten you at every step, or the diseases you 
may drink in with every breath of air ? or is it 
your own precaution which keeps these feeble 
channels of blood from bursting, or your reason 
from being overwhelmed with madness and de- 
spair? In all this do you not every moment 
depend upon God ? Is he not every moment 
blessing you? And ought not this to awaken 
you to gratitude and love ? 

But is the goodness of the All-Merciful Umited 
to this life ? Does it care for nothing but our 
bodies ? Has it made no provision for the welfare 
of our souls ? Will all be over when our eyes 
are closed on this world ? Open the book of his 
revelation, and it will tell you that here you see 
but the heginniDgs of his mercy ; \l V^ ^\^0^q?^^ 
/o you a nobler world where his ^^Mm\ OkJl^x^" 
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will be for ever blessed. How many means hnik 
he given us of knowing his will and preparing 
for heaven ! With what plainness and affectioo** 
ate particularity hath he instructed us in hii 
word ; how many powerful and touching motivtf 
hath he there set before us ; what revelations of 
glory hath he made to animate and console m ( 
and with what mingled solemnity and tendernefli 
hath he warned us from the error of our way% 
and entreated us to flee from the wrath to come ! 

If this condescending goodness of God in thus 
teaching beings so frail and erring as we, be not 
sufficient, what think ye of his last and greatest 
gift ? For us God gave his Son to be our instruor 
ter, example and guide. For our sakes he gavo 
him to be a persecuted sufferer, "a man of eor* 
rows and acquainted with grief," from his birtk 
in the manger of Bethlehem, tUl he slept in 
Joseph's tomb. Is there not here an evidence of 
God's mercy to us, which no love of ours can 
equal or repay ? 

When you have contemplated this various and 
wonderful goodness of God, then think of your- 
selves. What are we, that He should thus be 
mindful of us ? and where should we have been, 
had his benefits to us been measured by our 
deserts? How faint and wavering are the 
strongest affections which ever have risen to him ! 
How seldom have our thoughts been with him, 
dependent, protected, and blessed as we are by 
him! How many are the commands we have 
whoWy neglected, or imperfectly obeyed, or vio- 
lated in heedleasneos and pT©aumip\ioiv\ Ti\o>^ 
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often might God have cut us off in the midst of 
our goyt, in the very moment of transgression, 
and called us from the world in a state most unfit 
for death ! But be has spared us ; and with 
unwearied patience and unabated kindness, con- 
tinues to save us from misery and to crown us 
with mercy. Ought not this view of ourselves 
and of God, not only to render us humble, but 
to awaken us to grateful and fervent love ? 

Such are the feelings which unite to form the 
tove of God, and such are the sources from 
which they spring. And in these views God is 
as distinct and intelligible an object of the affec- 
tions, as a human benefactor or an earthly parent 
can be. I have set before you but hints of the 
reasons why God is to be loved ; perhaps they 
have been too general to impress or affect you ; 
but \t becomes you to remember and to complete 
&em. And when, in your seasons of retirement 
and contemplation, you endeavor to realize the 
perfections of the All-Merciful, and to number 
the ceaseless and boundless blessings which he 
has conferred ; you cannot but feel your obliga- 
tions to cherish sentiments like those which 
prompted the sublime devotions of the prophet : . 
"Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is 
none on earth that I desire in comparison with., 
thee. As the hart panteth after the water brooks, 
so longeth my soul, O Lord, for thee. When shall 
I come and appear before thee? My flesh and 
heart fail, but thou art the strength of my hearty 
and my portion for ever." 

4* 

i 
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tory. Yet we should swerve greatly from tbef 
strictness of christian principle, if we imagine tfail 
this persuasion, thus produced, destroys in thtf 
least degree the criminaUty of the act. 

The truth is, we must in all cases take int0 
consideration, the means and opportunities en- 
joyed by the individual, of gaining the knowled^ 
oi his duty, and the degree of care and cojosd- 
entiousness with which he has improved them.' 
We can consider no error of conduct innocent, 
which does not arise from invincible ignorance ; 
and its guilt is in proportion to the degree in^ 
which it might and ought to have been avoided. 
And whenever from the influence of evil preju- 
dices voluntarily indulged, from obstinacy, pride, 
or sensual passion, from superficial and carelesB 
inquiry, or complete inattention and neglect of 
the means of religious knowledge, we violate the' 
christian commands, under false notions of duty,- 
sincerity of persuasion can in no degree exone- 
rate from guilt. 

We are to apply the same rules of judging to 
cases of erroneous belief. There have doubtless 
been persons sincerely persuaded that Christianity 
is not true. Yet we cannot consider such persons 
innocent, however sincere, if their infidehty arose 
from want of careful examination of Christianity 
itself, and of the evidence on which it claims to be 
received as divine. It is said that one of the most 
able and acute of modern unbelievers acknowledg- 
ed, that he had never read the New Testament wim 
attention. It would be an unauthorized stretch 
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lor to think his unbelief justifiable merely 
e it was sincere ; or to consider that \m 
ility was not rather increased by his wilful 
rd of the means of investigating the truth 
christian system. With regard to the 
vhich Christians themselves entertain of 
hs of their religion, sincerity of behef is 
le sufficient ; the disposition to seek, the 
nd the conscientious employment of the 
rf arriving at it, are essential. The want 
manifests a want of that principle of faith 
'justifies.' In forming our opinions of 
n doctrines we are to examine the scrip- 
ith diligence, and with minds sincerely 
r of knowing the truth, and determined to 
e it, however opposed it may be to pr^ysi,- 
ijudices, or favorite opinions. Errors ill 
ke errors in practice, are criminal, when 
3m they arise from unfaithful inquiry, the 
^e of bad passions, or the wilful neglect of 
leans and opportunities which God has put 
)Ower, of rightly understanding the truths 
lis gospel was designed to reveal, 
text refers exclusively to the reUgious 
J of the Apostle. " Our rejoicing is this, 
imony of our conscience, that in simph-^ 
I godly sincerity, we have had our conver- 
% the world.^^ This is the happiest state 
. Christian can experience ; when his own 
Dice is at rest with himself, and in peace 
d, and he can look upward with an humble 
ce of divine favor, and forw^xdi ^Sjilsx ^ 
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man ; how he rises up under the pressure of c4h 
stacles, and how every event, every companioOi 
every change of society, seems to aid his aavance- 
ment. And it is thus with the progress of die 
religious character, in those who are determined 
on its constant improvement. Every thing coih i 
tributes to strengthen and aid it. If they aie | 
happy, a grateful spirit is nourished ; if in somWf ^ 
their resignation is improving itself. The oidi- ^ 
nary course of daily occupation is furnishing, 
continual opportunities for displaying and invi^ r 
rating the christian temper. Even temptabOB 
contributes to give strength to their religions : 
principles, being conquered by their influence ; ■ 
their very infirmities and failures are not without ] 
benefit, as they produce humility and excite to '. 
vigilance, care, and exertion. In this way, the 
greater the progress we have made, the more is 
our capacity for improvement increased ; eveiT 
thing conspires to aid it ; — and subsequent reh- ' 
gious advancement is indeed more easy. 

Again ; the happiness of a religious life is ia 
proportion to our religious progress. Those who 
are in the habit of watching the workings of their 
own hearts, and the manifestations of their own 
characters, are often startled at the discovery of 
unexpected weakness and deficiency, at the 
springing up of those seeds of corruption which 
they hoped were choked for ever, at the bursting 
forth of those propensities to evil which seemed 
to be conquered and dead. We are often made 
conscious, that the real influence of the gospel 
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US is far more weak and wavering than we 
bndly imagined, and are compelled to fear, 
n the hour of trial, our principles may fail, 
•ur devout resolutions he swept away. It is 
vhen the truths of the gospel have sunk so 
y and permanently, as to be constantly in- 
ing in power, and religious habits have been 
red into a prevalent character, tliat we can 
dth some degree of confidence in tlie hope 
ir own integrity, and go on our way in a 
of freedom and cheerful hope. As we ad- 
5 in christian attainment, the self-restraints 
1 once were difficult become easy, and the 
ments which it once cost us a pang to relin- 
, are given up without regret. We leam 
X from inclination, rather than constraint; 
the love of pious obedience rather than the 
conviction of obligation and duty. The yoke 
irist becomes fight, and his ways pleasant- 
and in the consciousness of progressive 
3, we find one of the highest of our dehghts, 
most animating of our encouragements, 
itian, you have felt in past times, the blessed- 
which religion gives, when your heart has 
lifted to God witli childlike and affectionate 
ience; when you have found in the con- 
sness of his favor, a peace which no earthly 
ges can take away, and have looked beyond 
hort and troubled existence, with a hope full 
mortality. Let this happiness animate you 
ertion for incessant improvement ; for as you 
ice, it will be ever increasing, \iii\j^ c;c^\!i8^\si- 
///J the bliss of a happier woi\d. 

6 
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There are many indeed to whom religion brings 
little of this peace ; and the reason is, that iti 
influence over their hves is so limited and weak. 
They have no more religion than is sufficient to 
excite reproach, and embitter their present pleas- 
ure, without being powerful enough to excite thera 
to consistent and thorough virtue. They feel 
what they ought to be, form an occasional reso- 
lution, and sink into inaction ; and in looking 
back, can see little in life but habitual failure^ 
neglect, and sin, broken resolutions and ruined 
hopes. What wonder that the retrospect makes 
them wretched ? If we desire then to share that 
peace, which religion pours into the heart of the 
sincere, we must be constant and vigorous in our 
exertions for improvement. 

4. There is another view in which it appears 
most necessary to make constant efforts for reli- 
gious improvenoent. It is the great purpose for 
which Kfe was given, and is continued. We were 
brought into being, not to share a transient joy, 
but to become holy, that we might be meet for 
injimortal happiness. The various dispensations 
of God's providence towards us, the pecuhar cir- 
cumstances of our condition, the changes of sor- 
row and of joy through which we pass, the duties 
to which we are called, and the instructions which 
we receive, — all are intended to furnish us with 
the means and excitements to constant improve- 
ment of character. So long as hfe is lengthened 
out, it is only to give space for repentance, and a 
reason for the acquisition or amendment of the 
principles and habits of a devoted \ive\?} • ^\®5X 
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ye tben suffer the great end of life to be unat- 
ained ? Are we not responsible for all the pro- 
idjsions made for our religious advancement ? And 
vhat will be our condition at last, when every day 
md every hour God is in some way warning and 
eaching us — ^by the voice of nature within and 
iiound us, by the appointments of his providence 
o ourselves or others, or by the gospel of his Son 
—if all shall prove vain, and life roll away in ne- 
^ect and misimprovcment ? From this world we 
ire rapidly passing away. What preparation have 
ve made for leaving it ? Is our work accomplish- 
ed ? Is our salvation secure ? Is there no danger 
>f our perishing at last ? To what parts of our 
characters or of our lives can we look as already 
ufficiently conformed to the most indispensable 
equi^itions of the gospel ? Who can realize what 
leaven is, and how much must be done to fit us 
or its attainment, without some secret appreheh- 
ions and fears ! Are we willing then to rest con- 
ented as we are ? Is it a time for religious negh- 
rence, indifference and delay ? Are we not urged 
)y the most solemn of motives, to constant and 
tamest exertions ? What then are the duties we 
lave delayed to perform ; the sins with which con- 
icience still reproaches us; the dispositions of 
>iety which we have neglected to acquire ? Let 
IS seriously and immediately strive to amend our- 
lelves. It cannot be long before all amendment 
vill be out of our power for ever. 

6. We are encouraged, in the last ^lac^v^lc^ 
^ligious improvement^ by the cows\dL^i^>L\o\i ^^ 
ur reward hereafter will be propoiVioxifcdL \.o ^^» 
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present progress. On earth we see the distiM 
tion made by the course of providence betweai 

■ tlie neglectful and the diligent. And this disdo&- 
tion terminates not at death. In the kingdom at 
Heaven are many mansions ; and we are tau^ 
by die parable of the talents, that among tho89 
who at last shall enter the joy of their Lord, some 
are appointed to a greater, and others to a Ie«i 
reward. This world is a scene of education, aad 
every advance wo make in rehgious culture, quali- 
fies us for nobler offices, and gives the capacity 
for highor joys. If experience can tell youth© 
blessedness arising from a sense of God's increaa^ 
ing favor towards you on earth, with what UB'- 
known rapture will you at last appear before hiin> 
if the account you render be that of constant ex- 
ertion, of talents improved to the uttermost, of I 
character ever progressive in piety, and a life d 
which no part has been spent in vain ! Witk 
what feelings you would leave the world, you raaj 
learn from the solemn and pathetic declaration d 
the venerable apostle. " i am now ready to bi 
offered, and the time of my departure is at hand 
I have fought a good fight, I have finished m] 
course, I have kept the faith ; henceforth there i 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness which tb 
Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me in th( 
last day, and not to me only, bftt to all who lov^ 
his appearing. — Be ye therefore steadfast an< 
immoveable, always abounding in the work of th 
Lord ; forasmuch as ye know that your labor wi 

not be in vain." 



SERMON V. 

THE PIETY OF OUR SAVIOUR. 



LUKE VI. 12. 

*n HE WENT OUT INTO A MOUITTAIN TO PRAT, AND CONTINUED 
AIJ* NIGHT IN PRAXEH TO OOD. 

The peculiar efficacy of teaching by example 
itas always been felt and acknowledged. In order 
to having just notions of our duty, it is important, 
not only that principles be laid down for our di- 
rection, but that we be shewn how they are to be 
applied, and be enabled to trace their influence 
Dn the character and conduct of others. And 
wrhen an example is presented in a light which in- 
terests, there will be awakened an involuntary 
feeling of emulation, a desire of resembHng the 
sharacter which we are taught to admire and love. 

In this view, the hfe of our Saviour is a very im- 
x>rtant part of the moral system of the Gospel. 
B[e came to be the example as well as the 
ieacher of men. In order to become so, it was 
lecessary that he should be placed in situatiovi^ 
ike ours ; that, hearing the infirmities ol o\i\ xft^- 

6* 
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tore, encompassed by our wants, and exposed to » \ 
our temptations, he might mark out by his own j 
conduct, the course in which we should walk 
through trial, and difficulty, and danger. And 
his condition in the world, separated from his 
miraculous agency, was indeed like that of a j 
common man, though it was one of extremest 
exposure and suffering.. We may follow him like \ 
a brother in frailty, and danger, and trouble, from . j 
the manger where his infancy was laid, to the j 
tomb where he slept to be troubled no more. He i. 
was tried like us, at one time by hunger and 1 
thirst, and then by festivals, and feasts; now \ 
he was persecuted by enemies, now was sur- /; 
rounded by affectionate, though bigoted friends; j 
here his ambition was assailed, and there his \ 
desire of revenge ; — sometimes he was insulted \ 
and reviled, sometimes was received with shouts 
of hosanna, and eagerly followed by multitudes 
who would raise him to regal power ; now the 
great success which attended him Was a tempta- 
tion to his vanity, and would urge him to relai: 
his diligence and labor; and now the dulness of 
his disciples, his perverted instructions, and the 
obstacles which thronged his way, seemed aInQK>st 
sufficient to reduce him to weariness, disgust^ 
and despair. Now these temptations are the 
same in nature, though not in degree, with those 
of our common life ; hke these are the occasions 
on which we are commonly called to manifest 
the strength of our regard to God, and the siu- 
cerity of our dispositions to serve him. While 
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OUT aituationfl of txial so far resemble his, the 
maimer in which our Saviour lived, presents a 
pattern for our imitation at once perfect and at- 
tainable. 

This view of the character of our Saviour, as 
oae of common Ufe, ' as one which we may imi- 
tate and reseo^ble, is peculiarly applicable to a 
disposition of which the text is a signal expres- 
sion. I mean the Piety of our Saviour ; and I 
hope, that by dweUing on a few of the modes in 
which his piety expressed itself, wc may better 
imow our own duties, and also attain some more 
distinct and interesting views of his character. 

1. The first thing to be noticed in respect to 
the piety of our Saviour, is the devotional frame 
of luind in which he seems habitually to have 
been. This devotional spirit, wc see continually 
manifesting itself It marked the whole course 
of his conversations ; it was evinced in the feel- 
ing manner in which he ever spoke of God ; the 
constancy with which he referred all around him, 
— the scenes of nature, the conditions of men, 
the events of providence, the circumstances of 
his own situation and conduct, to his Father in 
heaven. In the flowers of the field, he called 
his disciples to notice the beauty with which God 
had .arrayed it. The passing bird of the air, he 
points out as an instance of His minute, and ten- 
der, and unceasing providence. The motives by 
which he enforces his instructioiv^ are charac- 
terized by the same spirit. If he urges his disci- 
ples to do good, it is that they might become tha 
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divine perfections would become continadif 
more distinct, noble and elevated. His chanw 
ter would be continually presenting itself in 41 
manner to interest the feelings. His constarii 
presence would be more realized by our hearti^' 
and our own intimate relation and dependenccii 
with all the associated affections it awaken^ 
would be more vividly and permanently felfe 
By encouraging, and, by deliberate effort, maiiib 
taining this habit, the thought of God woiiU 
become the leading characteristic of our mindfli 
and.subordinate to itself all subjects of meaner inf- 
terest. When silent and alone, our minds wouM |- 
involuntarily rise to Him ; and his character, and L 
agency, and relation to us, would become the ntft- f 
ural objects of our meditations, when unoccupied \ 
by any immediate concerns. It was such a de- ,., 
votional spirit as this, which was the origin of , 
all the expressions of piety in the life of our Sa- 
viour. And would we imitate that piety, we must 
acquire and maintain with much attention and 
care, that habitual frame of mind which was thus 
in him. 

2. In the second place, the piety of our Saviour 
was manifested by his referring all his own pow- 
ers and advantages to the Father, and consider- 
ing all as derived from him. 

He not only continually assures us that he "came 
not of himself,'' but that " the Father sent him;" 
thus attributing, with the Apostle, all the benefits 
which flowed from his coming into the world , to 
fhe mercy of God, who so loved the world that he 
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5p.ve his Son to save it. He particularly attri- 
rates all the parts of the christian system to God. 
When he speaks of that power of miracles hy 
which he was enabled to prove his mission, he 
teaches us to look immediately to the Father who 

Sve and continued that power. " The Son can 
nothing of himself." " The Father that 
dwelleth in me, he doeth the works." If he 
ipeaks of the reUgion of mercy which he had 
come to dispense, he points us to God as its 
aathor. " The words which I speak, I speak 
not of myself; " " my doctrine is not mine, but 
his who sent me ;" and " as the Father hath taught 
me, I speak these things." When he refers to his 
resurrection, he tells us, that it was from the Fa- 
ther that he received the " power to lay down his 
Kfe, and to take it again." When he directs the 
minds of his hearers to his future exaltation and 
his second coming, he assures them that it was 
" the Father who had given all things into his 
hand ;^' that it was " in the glory of the Father," 
that he should hereafter come ; and that it was 
the Father who had " committed all judgment 
to the Son." He assumes nothing to himself. 
Every thing is referred to God as its Author. 
And his expressions of gratitude for all that he had 
given him, are continually implied or expressed. 
The same feeling of dependence, the same 
grateful sense of God's goodness, ought we to 
exercise. All our blessings, hke all his, flow from 
God. We are called indeed to a different service, 
and different powera are demanded fox ovvt^o^ 
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But as God invested him with all the powmF 
necessary for his undertaking, so he has given If 
lis all the ability which we need to accompltflft | 
the work given us to do. .a j 

And ought not the capacities and powers which '^ 
God has given us, though they be not miraculoupi .' 
to be acknowledged with gratitude ? Thougb- 
our condition be so unlike to his, though we 
no visible interpositions of providence on our 
half, though we discern not angels ministering t^' 
us when deserted and in trouble, and see not tfat- 
spirit of grace descending on us as it descendoi:^ 
to rest on him ; yet are we not entirely dependesl 
on God's care ? Is not his providence continur 
ally encompassing us, protecting us in dangiub 
supplying our minutest wants, and surroundiqg 
us with numberless comforts ? Is not God's spirit 
granted, though it operates silent and unseen, to r 
help our infirmities, to sustain our feeble and failing ' 
exertions, and to sanctify our souls, and prepare 
us for heaven ? Why then shall we not imitate ' 
the grateful piety of Jesus, and look up from 
amidst all the blessings and privileges he has con- 
ferred upon us, with hearts penetrated and softefle 
ed with fervent thankfulness? 

3. Again. We see the grateful piety of our 
Saviour expressed on particular occasions when 
his exertions to accomplish God's will were suc- 
cessful. When he was about to raise Lazarus 
from the dead, he lifted up his eyes in grati- 
tude, " Father ! 1 tlitink thee that thou hast heard 
we." When he had succeeded in inculcating the 
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troths of his religion on the minds of the humble 
and sincere inquirers around him, he blessed 
God that though these things were hidden from 
the wise and learned, they had yet been revealed . 
to babes. 

There are continually occurring occasions in 
our own lives, in which it becomes us to imitate 
dns part of our Saviour's conduct. When any 
signal opportunities of usefulness or of enjoyment 
have been given; when any unusual means of 
mprovement have been bestowed ; when any 
danger has been escaped, or any trouble has pass- 
ed harmlessly by us ; when any temptation has 
been resisted, or any service to God has been 
done, and conscience is speaking to us in accents 
(rf* peace; — then let our hearts be touched, then 
let us remember from whom all good proceeds, 
and let us acknowledge our obhgations with af- 
fisctionate and joyful gratitude. 

4. We see the piety of our Saviour evinced in 
his seeking the direction and aid of God, ^hen 
occasions of signal importance occurred. The 
night before his disciples were chosen, he spent 
in prayer- They were to be his future and in- 
separable companions ; to them all liis instruc- 
tions were pecuUarlv to be entrusted ; and on 
their fideUty and zeai in his cause, the success of 
his rehgion, so far as connected with human agen- 
cy, was to be made dependent. And it was nat- 
ural, therefore, that before he selected them, he 
should commend the interests of that religion to 
God. Another^ and most affeclms m^\ax\K,^ ^Sl 

7 



70 THE PIETY OF ODR SAVIOUR. 

■ 

this occurs in the account of what took placejntf 
before his crucifixion. To his prophetic eye th0 
scenes of his agony were all developed, and wore 
fast approaching. The multitude was gathering^- 
the mock tribunal was arraying itself, and ths 
cross was prepared. At this hour of awful ex- 
pectation, we are told that he retired to the gar^ 
den, and there, in meek submission, commended j 
himself to that God, in whom he trusted, and 
whose support and favor was all that he sougfab *: 
Christians, such should be our conduct. In all : 
the conditions of life, amidst all its exposure and j 
uncertainties, we should habitually be looking to 
God for protection and aid. And particulaify 
when any great change of our condition is abcmt j 
to take place ; when any unusual enterprise iatoi 
be entered upon ; when circumstances of diffi- 
culty surround us ; when agitated with doubts . • 
and anxieties ; when looking forward to . any 
scones of pain and suffering ; — we should place ', 
ourselves under God's guidance and protection, 
and im])lore that gracious assistance which in 
(>vcry time of need, is ready to succor and to save* 
5. Tliorc is another mode in which the piety 
of our Saviour was exemplified. When he went 
up to Jerusalem at the passover, we are told that 
ho fomid the outer court of the temple filled with 
inonoy changers, and the sellers of oxen, sheep, 
)uul doves. And he made a scourge of cords, 
and cast all out of the temple, and overthrew the 
t:iblos of the money changers ; — with the in- 
4/i's»'nnnt reproof, "Take these things hence — 
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make not my Father's house, a house of mer- 
chandise." We are told by St. Luke that it was 
his custom to go into the synagogue on the Sab- 
bath day. At the commencement of his minis- 
try, we found him receiving the rite of baptism 
fiom John ; and it is attended with the declara- 
tion, " thus it becomes us to fulfil all righteous- 
ness "—or every injunction of religion. 

These instances teach us, that a sound piety 
will be expressed by a reverent regard to all the 
external ordinances of God. They show us the 
importance which Jesus attached to tlie outward 
forms, as well as to the internal feelings of reli- 
gion. And if the example of him, who needed 
not that man should teach him, carry with it any 
authority, it lays upon us an obligation to comply 
with all established institutions of rehgion ; and 
conveys a tacit and not feeble reproof to all who 
neglect the public and stated worship of God, 
from needless engagements, or thoughtless indo- 
lence, or trifling inconvenience. There are rit- 
uah institutions, too, which are enjoined upon our 
observance, by commands as explicit and positive 
as those which enjoin many moral duties. And 
the example of our Saviour, in his cheerful obedi- 
ence to the multipUed ritual injunctions of the 
Jewish religion, surely adds weight to the com- 
mands which enjoin upon us a ready compli- 
ance with the christian rites; — which call the 
parent to baptize his offspring into that holy faith 
which he himself professes, and every disciple of 
Jesus to ^rather round that tabVe, n^\v\Ocv^ \\i '^te. 
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his disciples, amidst all the tossings and uproir 
of a storm ; and when he passed from the hAll\ef 
Pilate to the mount of crucifixion, he sunk^ en- 
tirely exhausted, under the burden of his croflBi 
He, who could scatter the sufferings of others M 
a word ; who could supply the needs, and recafi 
the failing strength of thousands, by- a single.ez^* 
ertion of his power ; wrought no miracle for th» ^ 
relief of his own wants, or the mitigation of hM 
own pains. 

We thus see our Saviour partaking with us, in 
all the weaknesses and evils of our bodily struck 
ture, and in the inconveniences and hardships oi ■;■ 
our commonest Ufe. And though in this, there ' 
be less of grandeur, than in other parts of his « 
character, and other situations of his life ; yet it 
may teach us, by his example, in what manner theso . 
evils are to be borne ; it may serve to bring him 
nearer to our conceptions and feelings, to pro- 
duce a more unrestrained confidence towards 
him ; and to cause us to realize the completeness 
and extent in which he may be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmity. 

2. The worldly condition in which Jesus spent 
his life, was that of poverty. When he was car- 
ried in infancy to Jerusalem, his parents were 
unable to make the customary offering to the 
temple ; and could only present two young doves, 
the offering which the law permitted only to the 

Eoorest of the people. When he entered into 
fe, his companions were poor fishermen. When 
the tribute money was demanded of him, trifling 
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it was, he procured it only by a miracle ; and 
ring all his ministry, though at times his fol- 
ders ministered to him of their substance, yet 
ten he was destitute. The fowls of the air had 
sir places of repose ; but the Son of man had 
t where to lay his head. 
We see, perhaps some of us can feel, the diffi- 
!ties which poverty opposes to virtue and piety, 
sides being attended with many grosser temp- 
ions, its general influence on the character, 
en no resolute efforts are made to prevent it, 
very unhappy. The unceasing anxiety it 
aJ^ens, and the constant attention to one's 
Q interest, which it renders necessary, are apt 
contract the heart, and produce sordid views, 
I a selfish spirit. The sight of ease and abun- 
ice which others enjoy, and which we cannot 
re, is an excitement to envy and jealousy, 
ten continually harassed and perplexed by the 
iculties, worn by the hardships, grieved at the 
|uent disappointments, dejected by the many 
rtifications, and saddened by the dark prospects 
ich poverty brings; how hard is it to avoid sink- 
into impatience and murmuring, distrust of 
I's goodness, and gloomy and irritable disgust 
li every thing in life. How difficult is it to cher- 
that spirit of cheerful piety, of warm and grateful 
otion, and of ready and unreluctant kindness, 
ich are so important parts of the religious 
jacter. Christian, if God hath placed you 
poverty, do not sit down in despondency 
I gloom. Consider the difficultift* ci? ^oxa 
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rest he can behold us, when mourning over the 
ruins of death, and the desolation of bereave- 
ment. 

It was this sensibility, this warmth of affec- 
tion, this union of strength and tenderness of feel- 
ing, which not these instances only, but the whole 
history of his life, leads us to ascribe to Jesus, 
which rendered much of his common and daily 
intercourse with those around him a trial, and 
which added severity to the wrong and injuries 
he received. Had Jesus no cause of suffering 
in the dulness of his disciples, their narrow and 
bigoted prejudices, their selfish and impatient 
ambition, so contrary to the lowliness he exhibit- 
ed, and their jealous and violent spirit, so oppo- 
site to the religion which he taught ? Yet these 
were his inseparable companions. In their society, 
he found all the comforts, which this world alone 
bestowed. How poor, then, was all the comfort 
he found ! Is the ingratitude of friends a trial ? 
What then did Jesus endure, when, in an hour o! 
agony, his best loved friends could not watchM. 
with him even for an hour ! What was the se — 



^ verity of his trial, when one disciple betraye 
him, for a trifling recompense, to the hatred of 
his enemies and the tortures of crucifixion ; when 
another denied him with curses ; when all fled 
from him as from a criminal ; and only a solitary 
individual followed him to the cross, to watch over 
the last agonies of nature ! Christian, if you are 
ever tried by the impatience or perverseness of 
those^ whom nature or y^ ^SecAxou has made 
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near to you; remember that even Jesus was liot 
exempt from this ; and that he learned to compas- 
sionate your sorrows, when he felt all the bitter- 
ness of ingratitude from those whom he loved on 
earth. 

But the trials to which our Saviour was subject 
by the ingratitude of others, were not limited to 
what he endured from his disciples. Why had 
he entered the world in the form of a servant, and 
devoted his hfe to labor, and want, and sorrow, 
but for the sake of men, that he might enlighten, 
and reclaim, and bless them ? And it was these 
beings, whom he came to sanctify and save, who 
covered him with insult and contumely, and 
brought him to the tortures of his most miserable 
death. It was the people, who had witnessed all 
the purity of his life, whose sick he had cured, 
' and whose sorrows he had comforted, who at 
last. were his bitterest enemies." It was the city 
over whose approaching desolation he had wept in 
sorrow, which was the glad scene of his suffer- 
ing. It was the multitude who had just witnessed 
his miracles of mercy,and followed him with shouts 
of joy, w^ho now gathered around his cross with 
brutal triumph, and imprecated curses on them- 
selves, that they might inflict pains and death 
on him. 

It was this sensibility and tenderness of feel- 
ing, which rendered the injurious treatment he 
djuly received from the Jews, doubly painful 
and revolting. The evils we suffer, are to be 
estimated^ not merely by the exlexvl ol tXv^ ^k^<^ 
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which is inflicted) but more by the character and 
feelipgs of the mind which must bear them* 
Who that has any sensibiUtyf is not conscious 
how painful it is to be the object of jealousy, 
suspicion, and hatred ? Yet such was our Saviour 
throughout his life. He was continually sur- 
rounded by enemies, who were scanning his 
expressions, perverting his instructions, misrep- 
resenting his actions, endeavoring to awaken the 
prejudices or inflame the passions of the multi- 
tude against him; and watching for occasions 
on which they might accuse him to the civil 
power, and put him to death. At one time, they 
would terrify him by threats ; at another, would 
ensnare him by the show of kindness, and by 
artful questions. There was no mode in which 
a feeling mind could be pained, to which he 
was not incessantly exposed. His actions and 
words were continually perverted. If he sought 
to reform the publicans and sinners, and preached 
his gospel to the despised and poor, then he was 
the friend of the profligate. If he entered the 
dwellings of the rich, then he was gluttonous- 
and a wine-bibber. He could not accept thes 
grateful tears of the woman whom he had healed^ 
without being reproached ; nor with humble de — ■ 
votion call God his Father, without being threat — 
ened with death for his impiety. If he wrought 
miracles, it excited their maUce; if he refused to 
work them because of their unbeUef, then the 
Pharisees would deny his claims, or the Naza- 
renes sBek to stone him. He fox^^-ve the sins of 
a poor paralytic j and tVieix\ve \^^;a.^^^^ ^\3»st 
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phemer ; he healed the pained and diseased on 
the Sabbath day, and then he was to be put to 
death. He cast out demons, and it was attribu- 
ted to the connivance of evil spirits, and the 
power of Satan. No gentleness could conciliate, 
no benevolence soften, no meekness sooth, no 
sincerity or prudence save him from misrepre- 
sentation, malice, and reproach. How painful 
and discouraging was thus the whole scene of 
his ministry ! What firm confidence in God, what 
zealous and devoted kindness to men, what self- 
oblivion and humility were every moment re- 
quired, to bear up under all these trials ! How 
often might he have been tempted to turn in 
disgust from those whom he came to save, and 
to relinquish in weariness and despair the work 
he had undertaken to accomplish ! — Christians, if 
you have ever known what it is, to be persecuted 
Wdth rude calumny and unrelenting hatred, to be 
l-eproached when 'sincere and condemned when 
innocent; if, in what you deem the cause of 
truth and of God, you have been suspected and 
reviled.; if in humble and anxious earnestness, 
you have endeavored to rise above the low follies 
and applauded sins of a vanishing and guilty 
world, and to attain the strict purity, and lofty 
zeal, and devoted piety of the gospel ; and have 
been repaid by the world with scorn and ridicule ; 
then may you know something of the severity of 
the trial, which Jesus continually endured ; and 
you may feel too the worth of that consolation 
which Sows from the assuraxvce^) ^"^V \Nfc \^ 
touched with the sense of yo\iT *\\\fetCi\Vvb'&.j ^ksv^ 

8 
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regards with compassionate sympathy your jgriev- 
ed and wounded feelings. 
5. Again. To a purqjnind no trial is so hard 

, to bear, as that of shame and ignominy. Under 
this, the stoutest heart often sinks, and the firmest 
fortitude wavers. To pass over the scorn and 
insult which he experienced during the active ex- 
ercise of his ministry, there is hardly any species of 
ignominy, which our Lord was not called to en- 
dure in the last hours of life. Pure and spotless 
as he was, he was apprehended hke the vilest of 
criminals ; was hurried as in mockery from one 
tribunal to another ; guiltless and almost unac- 
cused, was condemned to the most shameful of 
deaths ; and to complete his degradation, a 
wretched murderer was preferred before him. 
You need not that I should dwell on the sad 
scene of his sufferings, or attempt to set before 
you the beloved- Sou of God, in the foul handa of^ 
those who slew him— his prophetic spirit derided,, 
his claims. mocked, crowned with thorns, bUnd— 
folded, beaten, given up to the jests and insults ot" 
a brutal soldiery, and ridiculed even in the last, 
agonies of the cross. Such were the steps of 
shame and sorrow by which Jesus descended 
to the tomb. Such were the sufferings which 
he willingly bore, that he mig]it be made inti- 
mate with all the woes of man, that he might 
acquire all Ihe sympathies of' our nature, and 

^ become the compassionate intercessor for bur 
race* , ' 

My friends, with what ViAmXft xxvetc^ m^ the 

revelations of Christianity ^Aa^pte^ \.o\5£v^ >9\^ss^ 
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and sorrows of the heart ! If in our pilgrimage to 
a better world, we are beset with dijfiiculties and 
trials, can we sink in despondence, or think our- 
selves forsaken, when we remember, that Je^us 
was tempted in all points like as we are ? If God 
visits us with suffering, and calls us to serve him 
in sorrow and distress, shall we think it hard and 
repine, when his beloved Son was perfected by 
suffering? To him we are to look, as, under 
God, our protector and comforter, through whom 
all spiritual assistance flows, and to whom the 
judgment of our race is committed. We can 
Understand and realize the compassion with 
'Which he regards us, when we remember that he 
knows, by what he himself endured, all that is 
^eak in our nature, and all that is difficult and 
Sorrowful in our condition. We can feel that he 
Itnows, where the burden lies heaviest upon us, 
^nd what support we require ; and surely we 
cannot doubt his readiness to minister to us all 
the mercy which we need, when we think how 
much he has endured, that we might be assisted, 
and sanctified, and blessed. 

Let the remembrance then, that we have in 
the heavens a high priest, touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities, comfort us when de- 
sponding, and animate us when wearied and 
sinking ; and may we so cheerfully and faithfully 
press onward, through the discouragements and 
difficulties of this world of trial, as at last to be 
received to that better world, where the warfare 
with sin is for ever ended, and axme\>} ^\A^Qrtc>w 
are turned to fulnesa of joy. 



SERMON VII- 

THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST 



LUKE XXIV; 50, 51. 

4ND HE LEP THEM OUT AS FAR AS BETHANY, AND HE LIFTED 
HIS HANDS AND BLESSED THEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS TH 
WHIIiE HE BLESSED THEM, HE WAS PARTED FROM THEM A 
CARRIED UP INTO HEAVEN. 

We arc told that our Saviour, after he ro 
from the dead, remained forty days upon eart 
assuring his tJisciples, by sensible and infallit 
proofs, of the reality of his resurrection ; enligl 
ening, their minds, and confirming their faith 1 
more just views of those prophetic scriptures 
which his mission, character, and suffering we 
the objects; instructing them more distinctly 
the nature and requisitions of the religion whi( 
they were to promulgate ; and animating the 
courage and hope by the promise of protecti( 
and. aid to the end of the world. Our text r 
lates, with the accustomed simplicity of the evai 
gelical historians, the last event of his ministr 
Bethany was the scene of many interesting even 
j'n the life of Jesus. It Yfaa \\^x^ \\\aX \v^ \^\a< 
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Lazarus from the dead ; its mountains had often 
in the days of his humiUation witnessed his sohtary 
prayers ; and near it was the garden of Gethse- 
mane, where he suffered and was betrayed. To 
this place he now, for the last time, led his disci- 
ples; and as he Ufted up his hands and blessed 
them, he was parted from them, a cloud received 
him, and he was carried up into heaven. 

There are many, perhaps very obvious reflec- 
tions, suggested by the ascension of Christ, some 
of which I shall now endeavor to offer. 

1. The first reflection which this sinfiple narra- 
tive suggests, is, the perfect and beautiful con- 
sistency between the manner in which our Saviour 
left the world, and the peculiar spirit of his reli- 
^on. The same correspondence, indeed, is found 
m all the other leading facts on which Christianity 
rests. It is a dispensation of mildness, benignity, 
and mercy. Its entrance into the world was 
Announced, not like the laws on Sinai to a dis- 
naayed and trembling people, by earthquakes, 
tempests, thunders, and blazing fires ; but the song 
of angels was heard in the silence of midnight, 
" Glory to God in the highest, peace and good 
will to men." And he whose coming brought the 
host of heaven to proclaim joy to the shepherds of . 
Judea, was found in all the innocence of a little 
child at the bosom of his virgin mother. His last 
teene was one of equally mild and peaceful inag- 
nificence. ^ No terrors hung over the consecra- 
ted spot, where his disciples were gathered around 
their beloved master ; but as lv\^ \asX. \\\^\\\iti(\5^\iS. 
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were given, and he lifted up his hands to blea 
them, a bright cloud of glory received him, andh 
ascended slowly from their sight. There was her 
indeed every thing to produce admiration and a^ 
tonishment, every thing to enkindle hope an 
triumph, but nothing to terrify and sadden ; an 
as the vision departed, they bowed before hii 
whom they were to see no more, and " returne 
to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continuaJl 
in the temple, praising and blessing God." 

2. Again — it is interesting to remark the ad 
mirable consistency in what is recorded of th 
character of Jesus before his death, and at th 
time of his ascension. During his life, we eve 
find in him, for instance, a wonderful union ( 
conciliating tenderness and awful dignity. ^ 
the tomb of Lazarus you remember how hot 
these traits, apparently so irreconcilable, wer 
manifested. First, you hear from liim that subliin 
declaration, " I am the resurrection and the life 
he that believeth in me, though he die, yet sha 
he live ; '' and immediately after, you find hi) 
dissolved in tears of compassion. In his last coi 
versation with his disciples, you. remember wit 
what tenderness he consoled them; yet- at tl 
same time, you hear him claiming the JuK i 
all relations to God, and declaring ti^r to li 
hands was the eternal life of all flesh conunittei 
In Jesus, risen in glory froiii the grave, you di 
cover jthe same union of tenderness and majest 
as when you beheld him a man of sorrows, i 
the period of lus asc^iisvoxi Vi^ ^^^Wqs^ "j^ 
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• 

power is given unto me on earth and in heaven," 
and then bestows upon his followers the affec- 
tionate blessing of a departing friend. It is de- 
lightful to mark these touches of character, not 
only because they tend to call forth our love of 
Jesus, but also because they tend to confirm our 
fiiith. We are to consider that the history of 
Jesus is true, or else it is a wonderful fiction of 
genius. And how impossible to believe that four 
plain, unlettered men, writing not a labored pane- 
gyric, but separate accounts of a life, could have 
portrayed a character, uniting qualities so ap- 
parently irreconcilable, yet always so perfectly 
consistent, so supernatural, yet so familiar, unless 
the facts they record were true, and Jesus indeed 
had lived, taught, suffered, and died. 

3. The ascension of Jesus confirms the divinity 
of his mission, in as much as it was the fulfilment 
of those prophetic assurances which he himself 
had given, that he soon should " leave the world 
and go to the Father." And the evidence which 
it affords of his divine mission, is peculiarly 
strong when considered in connexion with the 
circumstances of his past life. The condition of 
Jesud^ja the world was such as to induce preju- 
^ e ^H|tiP^^ ' discredit on his claims. When 
|H^ urfS^j/Tihe belief of those among whom for 
iSiai^ years he had ^familiarly lived, the answer 
wgp, " Is not this the carpenter's son? Do not 
Bb mother and his brethren dwell in the midst of 
OB ? Whence then hath this man all these things ?" 
It was diBcult to beheve that one yAvo \v^ ^'cswcl 
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I 

up in the retiriement of Nazareth, whom they hai 
known so long and so intimately, should indeei 
be the long expected Ught of the nations, an< 
deUverer of Israel. What prejudices too, woiil 
arise from other circumstances of his conditictfi 
A poor, despised, persecuted wanderer, withou 
a place where to lay his head, followed by a feif 
jGishermen, and dying at last in the midst of male 
factors — was this the Son of the most high God 
Was this the promised Messiah, before whon 
kings should rise up, and in whose name the 
Gentiles should trust and all the famiUes of max 
be blessed ? We find that the condition of oui 
Saviour was not without an effect of this kind 
at times on the minds of his immediate disciples. 
When he was apprehended, they lost all confi- 
dence in him; they forsook him. His death 
destroyed all their hopes; and notwithstanding 
his assurances that he should rise again, they 
could only say, " we trusted that it had been he 
who should have redeemed Israel" And they 
seem for the time to have remembered him, 
more from the affection he had awakened, than 
from faith in him as the Messiah. But when they 
assembled around him on the mount, when the 
cloud of glory rose, and, surrounded; mfh the 
splendors of heaven, he ascended in tm0 sighti 
there was no more place for doubt. They couM 
not but acknowledge him as the Son of God, the 
Saviour of the world. * 

4. We are taught to consider the exaltation oJ 
Jesus as the reward o{ \u& com^<^\2^ cS^^dv^uce to 
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the will of God, " We see Jesus," said an 
Apostle, " for the suffering of death, • crowned 
with glory and honor." His ascension was a 
visible token, that he had fin shed the work 
which he came to execute, and n all things had 
pleased the Father who sent him. Are we not 
all sent into the world by God, and has he not 
I assigned to every one his work, and promised a 
i reward of glory? We see in the exaltation of 
3I our Saviour a pledge of the glory we shall receive, 
ifi like him, we strive to accomplish the will of 
God. Shall we not then run with patience the 
d race set before us, when we look unto Jesus, our 
guide and our example in duty and in reward ? 
Consider also what was the peculiar character- 
istic of the obedience of our Saviour. It was 
au obedience of humihation and suftbring. "lie 
humbled himself and was obedient even unto 
death; and tlierefore God hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name above every name." 
When Jesus was given up to the power of his 
enemies, and was expiring in an unpitied and 
Qnhallowed death, how ready was the presump- 
tion that he was forsaken of God. "He trusted 
Ui God,?' cried the Jews ; " let Him deliver him if 
i\ He will." Were he indeed God's beloved Son, 
: Would he have died a miserable outcast ? Yet, 
ij though to the eye of men he seemed deserted, 
H Oever was he an object of greater approbation and 
love to God. Humiliation and agony were here 
the price of reward, and the path to exalted glor^^ 
And it i^ thus with his disciples m \\vv^ \^o^^- 



t 

t; 



i 



SERMON VIII. 



THE GOLDEN RULE 



MATTHEW VII. 12. 

I 

AT.L THIXGS WHATSOEVER YE WOtTLD THAT MEN SHOULD DO 
TOX7, DO YE EVtOf SO TO THEM; FOR THIS is" THE LAW 
THE PROPHETS. 

In this discourse, I wish, first, to illustrate 
general nature of the command in our text 
guarding it against perversion ; secondly, to sp 
of its excellence ; and then to notice some 
its applications. 

1 . The gospel is addressed to us as reason 
beings. It gives us general injunctions v 
respect to our conduct, considering us capabL 
understanding the spirit as well as the letter 
the rule, of giving it a consistent interpretat 
and of applying it in a rational manner, i 
text is accordingly to be understood with th 
allowances which reason and rehgion require 
be made for the diflferent circumstances and c 
ditions, and the various connexions, rights, i 
duties of men. 
By the rule "Do unto others as ye wo 
that they should do unlo^ow,'' N^^^TOUOt reqi 
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Ki to do to them, nor permitted to expect from 
hem, what is clearly and plainly unreasonable, 
Ne are required to do no more to others, than we 
aight, in sound reason and good conscience, 
lesire them to do to us, were their condition ours. 
Ve are to demand no more from them, than 
^e should feel ourselves in reason and con- 
cience bound to do for them, were we in 
\xe\r condition. Our mere wishes are not to 
e the measure of our equity. Many wishes 
rise in our minds which we do not ourselves 
pprove, and which we feel we ought to suppress ; 
lany are too idle, and many too extravagant to 
►e indulged. We are not therefore bound to 
[ratify all the wild wishes of others, because the 
fratification of our own would be pleasant. 

There are in society necessary degrees of su- 
K>rdination. Some, from natural capacity, habits 
rf living, condition in the world, offices in society, 
must be inferior to others. And the natural and 
Jiecessary distinctions of society are not to be 
OTerlooked or disregarded. What we may reason- 
ably expect from others or they may require from 
ns, must therefore, in many cases and in various 
degrees, be affected by our relative condition in 
society and connexion with each other. We are 
Dot, in many particulars, to expect the same 
tireatment from all, nor required to treat all aUke. 

Again, the various relations and conditions of Ufa 
We certain duties necessarily annexed to them. 
These duties are not to be needlessly neglected 
or violated. So that in obaervaac^ o^ >iafc tn^Sr^ 
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of doing as we would be done by, we are requir 
to do towards any particular person only wh 
is consistent with the various and conflictii 
claims of others, who have an equal or superi 
right to our good offices, and to whom duties 
equal obligation and importance are owed. !^ 
man, for instance, is to suffer otherfe to encroa< 
upon his property to the injury of those depe: 
dent on him, because he would hke that othe 
should treat him with the same easiness of di 
position and false generosity ; for by careless 
suffering himself to be defrauded he is unjust i 
his family, and does towards them what he wou 
be unwilling they should do to him. 
( The purpose to be answered by the commac 
of the text is, to provide protection for the happ 
ness of others, and -to guard us from doing injur 
to any whose welfare is affected by our conduc 
In observing this rule, therefore, we are not t 
consider merely how we are to act towards an 
single object ; but to take into view the more re 
mote consequences which our actions may hav 
on any others. We are not to do good to one, t 
the manifest injury of others. We may find 
hard to refuse to a profligate beggar, what he d( 
sires, because we should feel unpleasantly to b 
denied were we in his situation. But by gratif] 
ing him we may injure others by tempting the) 
to negligence, encouraging them in idleness aD 
improvidence, and holding out indemnity to vic< 
We are not to be withheld from prosecuting 
criminal and obtaimug X\\^ ex<eiCwt\ou of juatic 
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Upon him, by the thought that we might wish our 
own crimes to go unpunished ; because we should 
thus injure society, weaken the strength of the 
laws, and impair those sanctions which are neces- 
sary to preserve pubUc order, secure the common 
safety, and keep a restraint upon the bad passions 
of men. k would be unjust for a magistrate to 
extend pardon to a. convicted criminal, who merit- 
ed only punishment ; though, if guilty hhnself, he 
would doubtless desire forgiveness and indemnity. 
Because the magistrate is not a private individual ; 
he represents the community, whose rights he is 
to guard, and of whose justice he is but the minister. 
By granting an undeserved pardon, he gives away 
what he has no right to bestow ; and by showing 
unmerited lenity, he does not prevent but invites 
future injuries and aggressions, and impairs among 
' the profligate that dread of certain punishment 
which preserves peace in society! In such cases, 
Ae mischiefs arising from our conduct we should 
not be willing to have brought upon ourselves by 
the imprudence or misconduct of others ; and we 
«ire therefore to take care that we do not bring 
them upon others by our own indolence, easiness 

I of disposition, imprudence, or unfaithfulness. In 
^ such cases we comply with the spirit of the 
fule, if we exercise towards the particular object 
before us, those feelings of sympathy and kind- 
ness, which will preserve us from treating him 
with injustice, oppression, and needless severity. 
But however difficult it may be to fence in the 
^le in the abstract against m\BUiide\^\AXL^&si^^^si^ 
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perversion, the practical application of it is i 
cases sufficiently easy. Every man's own re 
and experience readily teach him with what 1: 
ations the command is to be interpreted, and e 
one's own conscience must and will guiije 
rightly to apply it in every particular ca§e w 
occurs in his intercourse with others. 

2. The propriety and excellence of the ( 
mand to do unto others as we would that 
should do unto us, approves itself immedii 
to the reason of all. 

The rule is founded on the common natui 
man. All have similar wants to be supplied, 
ings to be consulted, infirmities to be overlool 
all are capable of happiness and equally desii 
and all are exposed to danger and to suffej 
It is not we ourselves, who have made us ^ 
we are and caused us to differ. We owe i 
the appointment of God and to the courses o 
providence, that our condition is as it is ; and 
he chosen, we might have stood in the plac 
any around us ; and looked to them for the ben 
which they now seek from us. And whatevc 
our condition, we stand not insulated and al< 
our happiness is greatly dependent on others, 
in a thousand various ways we continually i 
their protection, support, and aid. We ow 
them the same offices of benevolence, whicl 
are constantly receiving. Who knows what 
condition may hereafter be ? The dispensat 
of providence and the natural vicissitudes of i 
are introducing changes mto o\ir situation ; 
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we may soon stand in the same relation of depend- 
ence on others, in which they now stand to us. 
There is no individual so low in the world, whose 
kindness may not at some time hereafter be impor- 
tant to us ; whose aid may not be necessary, 
whose good opinion may not be valuable, who 
may not have it in his power to benefit or injure 

I us. So that it is the dictate of prudence, as 
well as of reUgion, to do unto others as we ^ 
would that they should do unto us. 

And experience sanctions the law. There is, 
after all, so much of justice and generosity among 
men, benevolence is so amiable, and kind exam- 
ple so persuasive, that in most cases we receive 
m some proportion from others the measure we 
mete to them, and find in this world the reward 
of equity and benevolence. When this rule is 

^ acted upon, it greatly promotes our own happiness. 

? It enables us to rejoice in the comfort and enjoy- 
ment of others ; for if we were happy, should we 
not desire them to rejoice with us? It saves 
us from all the pains of envy, hatred, malice, 
selfishness, and inordinate ambition. And in pro- 
JKWion as it should be mores widely felt, the ani- 
mosities of society would cease, violence and in- 
jury be unknown, the unavoidable sufferings of 
life be niitigated, and ordei*, harmony, and mu- 
tual protection, aid, and kindness be everywhere 
extended. These effects of this rule for our in- 
tercourse prove its excellence. 

Again, this rule for our conduct is excellent from 
itB smiplicit/. It is so plain, th^X ^fii c»%ii \ni^^\- 

10 
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ed prejudices, misrepresenting them in our own 
iinaginations, dweUing on their defects and over- 
looking their excellences. We are in our own 
minds to seek out good motives, when good ones 
are possible ; in every case to make allowances 
for their peculiar situations/ natural dispositions, 
past education, general habits of thinking, feeling 
and acting, and pecuUar temptations and dis- 
advantages. We are not to expect the same 
manners, and conduct from all, and we are 
bound, in forming our judgments respecting 
them, to exercise that justice and charity, which 
we are always so solicitous to have exercised 
towards ourselves. 

/ When the severe and censorious opinions of 
others are expressed ; when our words are openly 
misrepresented, our actions ascribed to the worst 
motives, our real faults of disposition or errors 
of conduct exposed and magnified ; when unreal 
defects are positively ascribed, and all that is 
praiseworthy is passed over with silence or a 
slur ; — when this is known to us, how much do 
we suffer ! and how valuable that friend, who ia 
willing at such times to stand forth in our defence, 
to rescue us from misrepresentation, unmerited 
censure, and the cruelties of a ^landero^s tongue ! 
Let these feelings teach us what our duty ia 
toward others ; and whenever we are incline^i to 
speak of them with undeserved severity, uncha- 
ntableness, pr contempt ; when we are prompted 
b^ an idle vanity, or the love of talking, or thQ 
^ijppe of distinction, to \iu^^ or destroy their 
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good name ; let us bring the thought home to 
ourselves ; let us remember with what anxiety we 
watch over our own reputation, and with what 
distressful feelings of indignation and sorrow we 
ever learn the injury it has sustained, by the fol- 
ly, or carelessness of others. And whenever we 
have it in our power to protect the good name 
of others, or to redeem it from reproach, let us 
remember the rule "do to others as you would 
that they should do to you ;" and it will give us 
boldness to correct ignorant misrepresentations, 
to prevent idle assertions, and to restrain wilful 
calumny./ 

Again, very much of the happiness of ordina- 
ry hfe depends on the kindness of outward man- 
ners in those whom we meet. We dread finding 
in others a contemptuous, positive, and overbear- 
ing spirit in conversation, a disposition to ridicule, 
deride and mortify, an irritable, sour, unconcilia- 
ting temper. Neglect, as well as insult, wounds 
us./ When we have offended them we desire to 
be forgiven ; and a continued and implacable ani- 
mosity, though exercised in little things, afflicts 
and torments us. We wish others to bear with our 
infirmities, to understand our trifling and name- 
fess wants, and to care for us so much, as always 
iaj to avoid giving us pain, and to feel and express 
some sympathy in even our unimportant vexations 
and distresses. On these little circumstances we 
feel our own comfort much dependent. The com- 
fert of others is equally affected by our manuetSi 
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towards them ; and wc are alike bound to consult 
the comfort and gratification of each other. 

Again, we ought peculiarly to remember *the 
command in the text, and ^^ do unto others as W6 
would that they should do unto us," when othera 
need our aid, or have claims on our justice or be- 
nevolence ; when events or circumstances impor* 
tant to their welfare are dependent on our con- 
duct, or when our own interest is apparently in 
competition with theirs. And no illustration is 
needed to make it perfectly evident, that we vio- 
late the very letter of iJbe command, whenever 
we treat others with cruelty and rigor, conduct 
ourselves towards them with a spirit of animosity, 
jealousy, and revenge, — needlessly thwart their 
plans, bring them into difficulty, discourage their 
honest exertions, or render them ineffectual; 
whenever we decline to give them that assistance 
which they reasonably desire, neglect their wantB 
and sorrows, and refuse them the relief which they 
deserve, which it is in our power to give, and which 
charity commandji us to bestow ; and we most 
flagrantly violate it, whenever we deny to them 
their just rights, withhold their earned dues, deal 
with them dishonestly, violate our engagements 
explicit or implied, or are unfaithful to them in 
any trust, office, or relation. 

There is certainly some ground for the question, 

whether this rule of christian equity is not more 

generally forgotten and more frequently violated 

in the various concerns of commerce, and in the 

mutual competitions o? men o^ Vivs^iness, than in 
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any other of the mtercourses of life. Is it not 
too generally imagined^ that in all the concerns 
<>f business we are to consult our own interest 
Merely, and to leave it entirely to those with whom 
we treat, to watch over their own ? Is it not often 
thought, that obedience to the laws of the land is 
sufficient, and that we are at liberty to take any 
advantage of our neighbor, which the letter of 
the law does not expressly forbid ? And are there 
not instances of injustice and iniquity practised 
in cases to which the written rules of society do 
not particularly reach, or practised under cover of 
abused and perverted laws ? We have certainly 
no right to employ any species of deception or 
fraud toward others, because we believe they would 
in a similar case use the same toward us. The 
want of justice and equity in others, is not to be 
the measure or standsird for our conduct. It is 
not allowed us to take any undue advantage 
of others, because we may be wiUing that they 
should take a similar advantage to our prejudice 
whenever it may be in their power.* For we have 
no right to injure another in his property, though 
we are at liberty to dispose of our own. If we 
be willing that he should injure us, and he does it, 
there is no violation of strict justice, for he has 
cor consent to do it ; but if we take any advan- 
tage of him to his manifest injury, before we are 
assured of his consent, we violate the rules of both 
justice and equity. 

Some of the most common instances of viola- 

• Foster*B Natural Ee\i|>oi\. 
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ting this role of christian equity are, taking an 
onUmited advantage of the necessities of others ; 
abusing their implicit confidence and the trust they 
repose in our fairness, integrity, and honor ; taking 
advantage of the ignorance of those with whcnn 
we deal, concealing some circumstances, adding 
others, or giving a false coloring to all, in order to 
obtain or secure a profitable bai^ain ; overreach- 
ing by any kind of misrepresentation of the value, 
soundness, or quality of what is sold or bought 
Another instance is, when in the course of business 
we obtain from others a credit which we have no 
rational prospect of repaying ; and wilfully incur . 
debts, which it is clear we shall not be able to dis- 
charge. And another instance of greater flagran- 
cy, is when we refuse to others the payment of 
their equitable debts, if the means of doing it, 
though once lost, are again in our power, because 
we are screened from the necessity of paying them 
by those merciful provisions of public law, which 
were designed only to save the deserving and un- 
fortunate from oppression and extreme distress. 
Whoever should put any of these cases home to 
himself, would instantly feel himself injured and 
defrauded ; and it becomes us therefore to look 
to our own conduct, and in these, and in all the 
concerns of business, to do to others in no respect, 
what, when done to us, we should feel to be in- 
equitable and unjust. 

To conclude — " whatsoever ye would that men 
sljould do to you do ye even so to them ; for this 

*Jic law and the piopVvetB." Yo\i have seen, 
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I troBt, the reasonableness of the rule, and the 
extent of its application. The language of our 
Saviour teaches us its importance. Most of the 
practical duties of Ufe relate to our intercourse 
with one another ; and we are left from the text 
to infer, that these are the essential acts of religion. 
For the neglect of these, no loud professions or 
fervors of zeal will atone ; and that religious cha- 
racter is essentially defective, which wants a sound 
and controlling principle of equity and disinterest- 
ed kindness, manifested by doing, in our whole 
intercourse with others, what we would that they 
diould do unto us. 
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give pleasure in trivial concerns, are made a pt 
of the duty of a Christian. In the life of o 
Saviour, we see even these lesser precepts of 1 
gospel exemplified. His first miracle was wroug 
to promote the innocent cheerfulness of a ma 
riage feast There was a peculiar delicacy ai 
tenderness manifested in his whole intercour: 
with others, which tempered the awful sublimi 
of his chajracter, and rendered him the amiab: 
and beloved frie^nd of his uncultivated disciple 
and of the sisters at Bethany. When little chi 
dren were brought to him, with what meek an 
touching simplicity he took them in his am 
and blessed them. And with what refined gentl< 
ness of manner were some of his mightiest min 
cles performed. When he raised the widow 
only son from the dead, he himself delivered hii 
to his mother ; and who can forget the inimitabl 
tenderness, as well as awful majesty, with whic 
he stood over the tomb of Lazarus, and called tl 
departed to life. 

By the. precepts of scripture and the examp 
of our Saviour, we are thus taught the extent < 
that practical benevolence, which men are con 
manded to cultivate and exercise. The chari 
of the gospel is not confined to great occasion 
We are to do good unto all men as we have oj 
portunity, howeve^ trifling or transient the oppo 
tunity maybe. We are to cultivate and mainta 
that comprehensive and living principle of \m 
nevolencef which waits not for powerful excit< 
ment to call it intoactxoik)\3utYi)asL0cL'\^ f^Ajoatanti 
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manifesting itself on unimportant occasions, and 
in deeds of minute and unsolicited kindness. We 
are to acquire the habit of seizing on all those 
(^portunities which are presented to us, of pro- 
moting irf any way the comfort and happiness of 
others. 

The modes in which we may do good are as 
various as the situations in which we arc placed, 
or as the circumstances and wants of those 
around us. Many seem to imagine, that all the 
opportunities of benevolence are confined to the 
rich, and fancy themselves relieved from all re- 
sponsibility, and from all obligation to exercise 
christian benevolence, if God has not given thcni 
wealth. But the endless diversity in the wants 
and sufferings of men puts' it in the power of 
every one to render those around him in some 
way more happy. In every condition, however 
destitute or distressed, in the hand of every indi- 
vidual, however deserted and despised, there are 
some means of doing good. Every man has 
Wound him a circle of other beings, on whose 
^mfort and welfare he may exert an important 
influence, whose wants of mind and body he may 
m some degree relieve, whose sorrows and anxie- 
^les he may mitigate or remove, and whose im- 
provement he may essentially promote. What- 
ever then our situation in the world may be, there 
^ room in it for some important exercise of chris- 
tian charity. They, indeed, who are poor in 
circumstances and low in rank, are deprived of 
^Juuij means and opportunities o? ae»^\N^\^^\^Ks^ 
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lence; yet the benefits which they may coi 
on others, if they are less extensive, are often w 
important, than any liches could enable then 
bestow. At least they have many means and c 
staitt opportunities of doing good, for whose ri 
improvement they are responsible. Arid th 
lesser services, when rightly performed, will 
as acceptably to God, as though the gift \^ 
more costly, and the benefit more extensive, 
a word, the exhortation of the text, and o1 
corresponding precepts of the gospel, call u 
us to examine our own circumstances and coj 
tions, and to learn the means which we really j 
sess of giving relief, or of promoting happiness 
and then to do good, to whatever degree, am 
whatever manner, God has placed it in our pov 
We are, in the exercise of benevolence, to 
as nearly as we can to the level of the occas 
which demands it from us ; to manifest the cha 
of the gospel, by signal, or by trivial acts, acc( 
ing as the opportunity may be given ; and at 
times to make it our serious and deliberate 
deavor, to mitigate the sufferings and advance 
happiness of all within our reach. 

Such are the high, extensive and never ceai 
obligations of christian benevolence. As we h 
therefore opportunity let us do good unto all n 

The obligation to benevolence, so far as al 

giving is concerned, all readily perceive ; and 

these acts of charity, opportunities are n( 

wanted. But the wants and sufferings of i 

are not so hmitcd iViat ^ CAXi \^ \.\vm% reUei 
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There are sorrows more heavy to be borne, than 
thosfe of bodily privation ; and benefits equally im- 
portant to be conferred, as those which relate to 
the support and comfort of this earthly frame. 
Dismissing therefore the subject of alms-giving, 
tetus attend to some of the common opportunities 
of doing good, which, perhaps, we are not suffi- 
ciently accustomed to consider as embraced in the 
requirements of the gospel, or constituting part 
of duty. 

1. In our common intercourse with those with 
whom we are intimately connected, in our families 
and among our friends, there are opportunities 
incessantly given of doing good. In these con- 
nexions, occasions for signal acts of benevolence 
are indeed of infrequent occurrence ; and when 
they do occur, we are bound, not merely by cha- 
rity, but by justice, to render them. . The common 
course of domestic life is made up of trivial oc- 
currences, and of circumstances which, when 
singly considered, are of inconsiderable impor-, 
tance ; but on which, from their continual recur- 
I'ence, our daily happiness does, in fact, almost 
entirely depend./ On all these little occasions, it 
becomes a part of christian duty tb manifest a 
temper of gentleness and kindness. By what 
trifling circumstances the peace and comfort of 
a family are often essentially affected ! ,There are 
continually occurring Uttle inconveniences which 
we may obviate, petty irritations which our mild- 
ness may sooth, unimportant comforts which our 
kindjoess msLy provide, wishes, too \x\NYe\ V^ \5!^ 
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difficulties and inconveniences of their situatio 
are swollen and aggravated ; nothing is anticip 
ted but disappointment, mortification, and Bunei 
ing, and all the opening prospects of life ar 
gloomy and disconsolate. It is true, these evil 
may be only those of fancy, and the disease 
that of the imagination ; but the suffering is real 
and ott(Mitimes severe. And when the tone o 
the mind is thus weakened, the sufferer cannoi 
relieve himself, but must look around for othen 
to dissipate his gloom, and restore him to cheer- 
fulness and peace. Now seasons such as the« 
give o|)portunities for the exercise of christiai 
benevolence. If by our conversation or our man- 
ners, by trifling attentions, or expressions of con- 
cern and kindness, by removing fancied difficul- 
lies, or by turning the attention to juster viewi 
and fairer prospects of life, we can take off tli< 
weight of sadness, and raise the drooping an< 
dcjocled spirit, we perform no unimportant ac 
of kindness. We certainly obey the precepts ^ 
the gospel, which calls us to bear with the infi- 
mi ties of others, and on every opportunity, ai: 
in every way, to do good to our neighbor. 

But there are other sicknesses than those c 
imagination. When God has visited our neigl: 
bor with acute or Ungo.ring disease ; when th 
powers of nature are sinking, and the mind : 
feeble and irritable ; when the appetite fails, an 
the limbs are pained, and the body is restless, an 
the slumbers of night are troubled and wakeful ;- 
who knows not how many and how various ai 
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ae opportunities of imparting relief, satisfaction, 
)r pleasure ? Have you never found, by your own 
experience, how much comfort may be given to 
die sick by the most trilling acts of kindness ? 
Has your own lively gratitude never been awa- 
kened by expressions of interest or tokens of at- 
tention, too trivial to be named ? These offices 
of benevolence, then, you should render in return 
to others, Mark the particularity in the words 
of our Saviour, " I was sick, and yc visited me ;" 
and it will teach you that these triflnig acts of 
kindness are important enough, to be eujomed 
as a part of christian duty. 

There are no seasons which afford gi-eater op- 
portunities of doing good, than those of affliction. 
tVhen death has taken away the supports on 
^hich we have leaned, and torn from us the 
»bjects of our affection, how involuntarily do 
^e look to others for strength and consolation ! 
Jowever familiar in speculation the topics of 
onsolation may be to the mind of the afflicted, 
le finds it hard, if not impossible, to summon 
hem up before him, to apply them to his own 
ituation, and to dwell upon them till he is com- 
brted. He needs that others should direct his 
nind, should open before him these consoling 
dews, and present them with direct application 
o his own distress. Ask of those who have been 
ifflicted, and they will tell you, that it requires 
no novelty of thought, no originality or elegance 
rf expression, to give them comfort. And there 
is no one, who has not felt in some degte^ x^\v^\^^ 
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impressed with the motives of the gospel, and to ] 
have their religious affections rendered more vigo- 
rous, more tender, and more operative. We are 
bound, as Christians, to produce these effects on 
all whom we can influence, and to strive on every . 
fit occasion, to render our intercourse with o^ri 
a means of strengthening their principles of piety, 
and leading them to lives of more exalted puri^, 
benevolence, and godliness. If opportunities of 
directly advancing this end are not often given, 
or if timidity or diffidence discourage us from 
immediately improving them, we can at least 
instruct and edify by our own example ; and 
it should be our serious and constant endeavor, 
by letting our light of piety shine before men, to 
persuade them to glorify by their lives our com- 
mon Father in heaven. 

I have thus endeavored to set before you a few 
of the opportunities which are constantly occur- 
ring to all, in every condition of life, of doing 
good to others. Some of them may, at first sight, 
appear trivial ; but the sum of happiness we may 
produce by a right improvement of them, is great 
and extensive. We are to remember too, that 
the principle and habit of benevolence are 
strengthened by every exercise, whether the effect 
produced by each single exertion be important or 
trifling. Great occasions for deeds of benevo- 
lence seldom occUr to any of us ; and not at all 
to some. It becomes us, therefore, to carry thi* 
christian temper into common life, and to malii- 
/eat and strengthen *\t \>^ xVioefc tk^ot xicta c^ 
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chanty and kindness, which our daily intercourse 
;with others constantly demands. 

The views which we have taken should lead 
us to feel the extent and continual recurrence of 
the requinments of christian benevolence. Let 
w^thfully endeavor to fulfil them, that we may 
be indeed the disciples of him, who when on 
earth, " went about doing good ;" and may at last 
be the accepted servants of that God, who "sends 
his rain on the just and on the unjust," and be- 
stows his mercies, with parental liberality, even 
on the ungrateful and disobedient. 
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interference with the speculative and unessent 
opinions of others, not only to charitable constru 
tions, but to a delicate and prudent consideratit 
of their pecuUar infirmities and dangers. 

2. We may cause others to offend, by impairii 
their principles of conduct, as well as their fait 

Few are so thoroughly corrupt, as with delil 
erate intention, to endeavor to break down i 
others the principles of virtue, or to render the) 
profligate and abandoned. But an injurioi 
effect of the same nature is often produce! 
though in an inferior degree, when the condu< 
of the wicked is justified, or a vicious action 
made the subject of boasting or applause. Whe 
any advantages of wealth or station have be< 
gained, or pleasures have been enjoyed, at tl 
manifest expense of moral principle, and are n 
frankly condemned ; or where qualities of a d 
cidedly vicious character, are passed slightly ovc 
or represented as innocent or commendable ;• 
there, confusion and inconsistency are introduc 
into the moral judgments of others ; their vie^ 
of duty are lowered, their sense of the obhg 
tion and worth of high moral character is iesse 
ed or destroyed. We are bound, not only 
form correct and elevated conceptions of the o 
ligations and duties of religion, but to rend 
them manifest in our conversation, as well as c 
conduct, and to strive to purify and elevate t 
views of others. So far as example and hum 
opinion have an influence, it is as important tl 
vice should be discountenanced and reprobate 
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te that virtue and holiness should be respected 
and approved. To attribute bad motives, where 
good ones may have operated, or to exaggerate 
the guilt of what is merely foolish or imprudent, 
is always forbidden ; but it seems to be a duty 
equally great, decidedly and firmly to censure, 
where wickedness is manifest, and never to suffer 
the station, or wealth, or success of the offender, 
to confuse or to. qualify the feelings, which we 
i should experience or express against the vice 
itself. 

We cause others to olTcnd, whenever by con- 
versation we stimulate their passions, exasperate 
their tempers, or influence their vicious feelings ; 
and yet more, when by loose remarks, allusions, or 
descriptions, we taint the purity of their minds, 
and fill their imaginations with images of gross- 
ness or sensuality. From a tainted imagination, 
or inflamed passions, the step is short and easy 
to deeds of violence and crime. And better had 
that tongue, which was given to offer praise to 
God, and to carry counsel and comfort to men, 
have been for ever silent as the grave, than be- 
come the willing organ of pollution. 

Satire and ridicule are also great sources of 
the offences of men,. There are few who have 
firmness enough to stand before them ; and many a 
timid mind has been made ashamed of its reUgious 
principles, its conscientious scruples, and its de- 
votional feelings ; and many a diffident and re- 
tiring spirit has been turned from the plainest 
path of duty, and forced into erroia oi N\t,^'&n ^\^\sv 
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Parents are not always sufficiently sensibl 
that it is almost entirely to themselves thj 
children must look for instruction in religioi 
truth, and the culture" of religious habits. M( 
ny satisfy themselves with imagining, that sui 
ficient provision is made for the religious educa 
tion of their children, in their daily schools, an 
in the weekly instructions of the pulpit. Where 
as in some schools, religious instruction is entirel 
neglected ; in others it is given with so inuc; 
looseness, as to be entirely vain ; in few is it mad 
a distinct, serious object of interest and atten 
tion ; and in almost all, from the very nature an( 
design of the establishments, it can fill but J 
subordinate and occasional place, in the cours< 
of study. Even where a more than usual attcn 
tion is paid to it, it can be hardly made sufficientJj 
particular, or be illustrated so variously, and a1 
so. great length, as to become interesting and 
impressive ; or be brought home to the peculiai 
circumstances, character and dangers of ever] 
child. Besides that the excitement and regula- 
tion of religious feeling is a very important par 
of a well conducted religious education : and the 
culture of the feelings, the education of the heart 
is not the work of a school, but of domestic care 

» and duty. 

The instructions of the pulpit are insufficient 
because, in general, the subjects discussed musi 
be above their comprehension, the style not suffi- 
cyen^jy simple, and the applications not sufficient 

Indirect and particular, lo \>e coYa^\^\aVs[ under- 
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EPHESIANS VI. 4. 

rATHKRS, PROVOKE IfOT TOUR CHILDREX TO WRATH, BUT BRIIi^G 
TOEM DP IN THV NCRTURS AND ADMONITIOJf OF THE I«ORD. 

The general necessity of the Religious Educa- 
tion of children is acknowledged by all ; but it 
is perhaps impossible that its actual importance 
should be fully realized and adequately felt. The 
foundation of the moral character is most often 
laid in the years of childhood ; and the progress 
of life very frequently does little more than de- 
?elope and fix the principles, harden the habits, 
and give permanence to the feelings, which were 
either formed by deliberate care, or caught by 
accidental influences, during the period of youth- 
ful susceptibility. The world is full of tempta- 
tions, through which, in various measures, all 
are destined to pass; and nothing can protect 
the young adventurer amidst the perils and ex- 
posures of life, but the early establishment of 
sound and deep rooted religious i^nvvciv^V^^^ 
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2. With regard to the Objects of rel 
instruction, it is first to be remarked, that a^ 
gion has a primary reference to the relation 
tween man and his Maker, children should ^^ 
be taught to form worthy, impressive, and inter^ 
ing conceptions of the character and governme^ 
of God. It should be a principal object to vsL 
press them peculiarly with views of those perfec 
tions which have the best effect on the heart, 
is true, that the ''fear of the Lord is the begiDDic 
of wisdom ;" but it is not a slavish and depressii 
dread, but a filial and affectionate reverence " 
God. And it should be an object of great cai 
that children ever think of him with' deep rev 
rence, and that his nsftne never be mentions 
with profaneness or levity. 

But there is a great error often committed < 
this point. Many parents are accustomed 
single out the holiness and justice of God, ! 
the leading features in his character, and a 
peculiarly desirous to impress their children wi 
deep convictions of his hatred of sin, and 1: 
power to punish. It is almost impossible £ 
children to form just conceptions of the holing 
of God. It is the final result, the comple 
union of all his other perfections. The idea • 
perfect holiness is too much compounded of oth 
ideas, too comprehensive in its import, to be ad 
quately and worthily understood by them. Ai 
the manner, in which it is enforced on the 
minds, too often produces a secret and deprcs 
Jug apprehension, rather than an afiectiona 
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iwe ; and God is regarded as a beings whom it 
M Becessary to- conciliate, but impossible to love. 
By representing the manner in which an aflfec- 
ionate parent is offended, when children do 
ivrong, they may perhaps form the most intelligi- 
ble and correct conception of the divine hatred 
against sin. Children should be taught to feel 
the personal interest, with which God ever 
regards them. And this is best done, by incul- 
cating upon them that all they are, and all they 
enjoy, is derived from his goodness. When 
their hearts are expanded with joy, let their 
thoughts be directed to that Being, who gives 
all the means of their happiness. Let them be 
taught to see the merciful care of God, in all 
the provisions he has made for their protection 
and comfort, in the parents whom they love, 
in the pleasures which they share, in the advan- 
tages which they enjoy. Let them be taught 
tasee his beneficence clearly displayed in the 
lower orders of the animated creation, and in 
all that animates and dehghts in the grandeur 
and beauty of nature. ' When they are in any 
seeming danger, when terrors of the thunder 
move their apprehension, tell them of His pre- 
sence, who ever encircles and protects his 
children. Let these impressions be given them, 
and you lay the best foundation for the affec- 
tions of piety ; you accustom them to associate 
the thoughts of constant care and goodness, 
security and happiness, with the remembrance 
of God ; you awaken those feeling o^ \s&&\^^ 

14 
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and love towards their unseen Benefactor, wh 
render them desirous of pleasing him, i 
make his service deUghtful. 

The character of our Saviour may be made 
intelligible and interesting to the mind of 
child, as that of an absent earthly friend. 1 
history of his life is as easily comprehended 
the incidents of a talc; and his parables ; 
often so simple, afibctionate and touching, t 
they may be impressed upon children with gr 
effect. 

By care, by simplicity of instruction, and 
addressing the imagination, many impress 
views of a future state, may be fixed in the mil 
of children, and heaven be rendered an obj 
of interest and of desire. If a parent oi 
friend has ever been taken from them, they n 
be taught, that if they arc virtuous, they \ 
hereafter nifjet them again. If any views 
the character of God, or of our Saviour, tou 
them, in heaven they will see them as tliey a 
And the representations of heaven which 
Scriptures address to our imairinations, 
assenibly of angels, the music of golden har 
and the glories of the city of God, may 
deeply impressed on the minds of childr 
True, they will form but low and confused c< 
ceptions of a better world ; but their view^s 
it will be corrected by age : while the habil 
thinking of it with interest, of making it 
subject of contemplation, and of acting w 
reference to it, will remain to influence s 
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purify the feelings, and be a powerful motive 
to religious conduct. 

It is important that children should early be 
made acquainted with the Scriptures. Chris- 
tianity rests upon facts ; the knowledge of its 
history is necessary, both that faith in its author- 
ity may be well grounded, and that its instruc- 
tions may be properly apprehended. The histo- 
ries of the Scriptures are so plain, that they can 
easily be understood ; and the events which they 
record are so wonderful, as ever to excite curios- 
ity and arrest attention. By a proper care in 
selecting passages for reading, they may be ren- 
dered extremely interesting to children; and 
there is no part even of their history, which does 
not convey, in a manner the most impressive, 
some important moral instruction. 

The Scriptures are ever to be made to them 
the great source of all moral rules and princi- 
ples, for the direction of their conduct. Most 
parents exhort their children, in general terms 
to be virtuous and holy ; but few are sufficiently 
careful to explain with particularity, in what vir- 
tue and holiness consist ; what are the particular 
dispositions, habits, actions, which are required 
or forbidden. The instruction of children is 
often greatly defective, from the custom, which 
is very prevalent, of teaching the ten command- 

Iments, as a complete system of moral duties. 
Whereas, they in fact contain a very small part 
of the duty of a Christian. They are httle more 
I than prohibitions of the grosser vice^*^ tXxfc^ ^*«^\v- 
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tain no rales of exalted virtue; tbey enjoii 
almost nothing of the most important christiaii 
graces; they entirely omit those leading dispo- 
mtions of christian character, humility, meek- 
ness, patience, gentleness, forgiveness of injuries, 
love of enemies, and the fervent and practical 
love of our neighbor. They ought indeed to 
be taught, because the prohibitions are so im- 
portant, so concise, and so authoritative ; but 
they should not be represented as comprising 
the whole of christian duty. The natural effect 
of thus representing the subject is, that those 
who are free from the scandalous vices there 
reprobated, are apt to imagine that no more is 
demanded of them, and that they are exemplary 
in all tiiat is required. The commandments 
should be taken in connexion with the expositions 
of duty given by our Lord in the sermon on the 
mount, and the various precepts and rules of 
conduct, with which his own instructions and the 
writings of the apostles are iSlled. The require- 
ments of the gospel should continually be held 
up, as the standanl of moral duty ; and peculiar 
euro should bo given, to inculcate on children 
tlioso mock, and lowly, and enduring virtues, 
which arc peculiarly the characteristics of the 
christian system. 

Hut instruction in moral rules, is of httle im- 
portunco, unless they be also taught to apply them 
contiiundly to practice. They should ever be 
ffiuurded from supposing, that nil which concerns 
amu in religion is end^^ YiliQn the short season 



I 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION. 157 

of serious instruction is past. They should be 
led to consider, that religion is not to be sepa- 
rated from the conduct of life ; that the instruc- 
tions they receive, are to be the principles and 
rules by which their dispositions are to be tried, 
and their ordinary conduct governed. 

Prayer is one of the duties most frequently 
and most solemnly enjoined, and it is the greatest 
means of advancement in the christian life. Most 
parents teach their children to repeat prayers; 
bat perhaps sufficient attention is not generally 
given, to make them comprehend the nature of 
the duty, and to accustom them to pray with 
sincerity and reverence. It is too often no more 
than a rapid recitation of a form of words. 
Children should be made to understand and 
to feel the petitions they would offer, and the 
thanksgivings they would express. For this 
purpose, prayers must be very short and simple ; 
and it would be an important advantage, if chil- 
dren were induced, as soon as they are capable 
of doing it, to frame short petitions, and to 
express their pious feelings and desires in their 
own language. Their prayers in this way, would 
indeed be more imperfect, but they would be 
more sincere; and we know that the feeblest 
aspirations of a little child, will ever rise accept- 
ably to that merciful Being, before whom the 
highest angels bow and adore. 

S. It was my intention to have offered some 

remarks on the best opportunities and means 

of ffmng religious instruction; but \AM\fc ^'^ 

24* 



HOW permit me only briefly to. remark on t? 
points. 

The habit of fiimily devotion is of gre 
advantage, in cultivating the religions chaxact 
of children. Good impressions are thus conti 
ually given and renewed, and feelings of seriou 
ness and piety excited and strengthened. Tl 
truths and duties of religion are thus kept coi 
tinually before the mind. And where no fom 
of religion are statedly observed, and no exampl 
of devotion is exhibited, and nothing is seen ; 
parents of external expressions of homage t 
God ; there is danger lest children should thin 
them unimportant and needless, and the influenc 
of parental instructions be weakened or d( 
stroyed. 

The manne* in which the Lord's day is n 
garded, has a great effect on the religious hahit 
of children. Great caution is indeed necessar 
that Sunday should never be made to them 
day of heaviness, fatigue, and glooin ; since tl 
manner in which religion itself is regarded, 
greatly influenced by the feelings with whic 
the return of this day is attended. And if tl 
season which is peculiarly devoted to religioi 
thoughts and exercises, is a season of wea 
restraints, the services of reHgion will wear t 
aspect of austerity and sadness. But Sundi 
should ever be observed as a day of rest fro 
the labors of ordinary business, and the gaie 
of ordinary amusement; a day, which a holi* 
spirit than that of t\vva vjoAdi \\ssSlw^^ ^nd gto 
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ens ; a day of cheerfulness, and of religious joy. 
Inhere this is the case, its return will be antici- 
ated by children with interest, and the exercises 

> which it calls them, be remembered with de- 
ght. 

It is a salutary practice of religious families 

> devote some portion of Sunday, when its pubUc 
ervices are ended, to the deliberate instruction 
f children. And it is a practice, the advan- 
ages of which, when prudently observed, can- 
lot be too highly estimated. At no time are the 
nind and the heart of a parent more prepared for 
:he duty ; and at no time can instructions be given 
inder a juster sense of their importance, or with 
I spirit of more serious and affectionate tender- 
less. By a proper care, these seasons of reli- 
jious counsel and intercourse may be made 
3xtremely interesting. Very many who have 
isen to a life of exemplary piety, are able, in 
ooking back on the years of childhood, to find 
n the serious impressions which were made, 
lie feelings which were called forth, and the 
iffectionate counsels which were given, in these 
Mmsecrated hours, the most powerful causes of 
ht culture and gradual advancement of thp'i* 
religious characters. 



SERMON XTI. 



RESIGNATION. 



JAMES IV. 7. 

SUBMIT YOURSELVES THERSrORE UNTO GOD. I 

There is no view in which Christianity ap- 
pears more interesting, than in its adaptation to 
a state of frequent disappointment and affliction. 
There is in it nothing of proud and cold indiffer- 
ence. It calls us not to annihilate our feel- 
ings, but only to regulate them ; and it meets 
them, when wounded, with healing and conso- 
lation. We are nowhere taught that grief is 

•forbidden, or that sorrow is criminal. Insen- 
sibiUty is never represented as a virtue; tears 
were not given us never to be shed; friends 
were not bestowed to be received without aflfec- 
tion or be lost without regret. We are not 
either ungrateful or reprehensible because we 
mourn when the hand of God is upon us. The 
character of Jesus wag not stained when he 
wept over the tomb of him whom he loved; 

and like him, we may pia'^ \5aaX,\S \\.Vi^ ^ssible, 
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le cup of suffering may pass from us, if we 
in add like him, " Not my will but thine be 
me." This is the temper which Christianity 
ijoins, and which in aflBiction we ought to 
laintain : neither to despise the chastening of 
le Lord, nor to faint in despair under his re- 
uke ; — but to look up to God, though it may 
e with a broken heart, yet with feelings of 
evout submission, and humble confidence and 
ope. 

Do you ask why we ought in suffering to 
herish such a temper? 

1. Consider, in the first place, the character 
nd providence of God, and you will see the rea- 
^nableness of a filial resignation. To whom are 
^e exhorted to be submissive ? Not to a Being 
^hose character we know not, whose good- 
ess we may doubt, or whose mercy we have 
ever experienced ; but to the Creator and 
ather of all. Look abroad on his works, and 
iam in what character he manifests himself to 
is creatures. Observe with what wisdom he 
as contrived this world for our habitation, how . 
Jutary are all its laws, and how mercifully he '; 
IS adorned it with beauty, and filled it with 
sefulness and enjoyment. Can you believe, 
lat He, who has expended so much wisdom and 
K>dness on his world around us, will inflict a 
3edless suflfering on his children who inhabit 
? Remember, too, the care and mercy he 
iS shown you all your life long. Consider un- 
5r what favorable circumstaucea Vie fec&Wst^M^:^. 
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you into being ; how long he has watched over 
your erring steps, and preserved you from num- 
berless dangers ; how many friends he has raised 
up to bless you ; how kindly he has provided for 
the little wants of every returning day ; and with 
what uncea.sing munificence he has showered 
on you his blessings each moment of life. Can 
you think that a Being, who has done so much, 
will now wantonly desert you? Will he, who t 
has in all your past life cared so much for your 
happiness, now rejoice to witness your distress ? 
Can a woman forget her infant child ? How 
much less will your Father in heaven ever for- 
get to be gracious to his feeble and dependent 
offspring. Did we realize, as we ought, the 
character of the All-merciful ; — were we accus- 
tomed, as we ought, to recognize his agency in 
the events of our lives, and to trace the stream 
of its gifts to him ; did not a secret and distrust- 
ful incredulity mingle with our firmest belief of ^ 
his wisdom and goodness ; we should be ready, 
in the darkest liours of our calamity, to say 
with humble resignation, " It is the Lord, let him 
do what scemeth him good." 

In connexion with the goodness of God, con- 
sider our own ignorance, and it will further 
teach you the reasonableness of resignation. 
God's providence is too vast, his designs too 
complicated and extensive, for our minds to 
embrace them. Even the whole of this world 
exhibits but the beginnings of the stupendous 
fieine of his government And how litde o^ 
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ts designs and operations, even in this world, 
jan we comprehend ! We can discern only sin- 
gle, separate steps in the mighty march of his 
)rovidence, and can hardly trace even the imme- 
liate ends which any particular dispensation is 
designed to promote. When the. child, whose 
powers are fast unfolding to promise, is suddenly 
smitten down, and the aged arc left silently and 
gradually to decay ; when one is called from the 
world in the midst of usefulness, and another is 
suffered to pine slowly away, dead to enjoyment 
and useless in the world ; when the whole life of 
one is peaceful and gay, and another toils through 
a lengthened pilgrimage of pain, sickness, and 
grief; — we see not the reasons of these dispen- 
sations, but we know that in God's world no- 
thing happens by chance ; that health and joy, 
pain and disease, are his ministers, and that 
life and death wait upon his word. We know 
that he has no interest to seek, separate from the 
happiness of his children. We know that his 
dispensations arc mysterious, not to amaze, but 
to bless us; and that, as far as he enables us 
to comprehend his purposes, all are ordered in 
benignity. Ought we not then to trust, that 
where our dim sight cannot reach, yet there 
^80, mercy dwells; and that his hand, though 
to us it be wrapt in clouds, and inscrutable in 
rts appointments, is yet guiding the course of 
events with equally wise and compassionate 
goodness ? 
There is another view of the gpNeT\\\ftfc\>^. ^\ 
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can we foresee the inflaence which any partic- 
ular dispensation of provMence would have upoD 
us. Let us then submit ourselves unto Ilim 
^^ who is higher than we," in the assurance tlmt 
he best knows what we need, and will cause all 
things, if we trust in him, to work for our final 
good. 

Again. We ourselves need discipline of vari- 
ous kinds, and to be led through mingled scenes 
of sorrow and joy. Were hfe only a season of 
suffering, the spirit would bo broken, and our 
confidence in God's goodness be shaken or de- 
stroyed; and were all our lot successful, we 
might soon become selfish, negligent, and pre- 
sumptuous. Besides, the principles and feelings 
of the Christian need to be proved and exer- 
cised in various 'ways, to be tested in their sin- 
cerity by difterent situations, and to be made to 
influence the conduct under different circum- 
stanccf?. Who could have confidence in his own 
int(jgrity, were it never put to the proof? And 
it is more than any thing, the trials of danger 
and suffering, which give firmness, vigor, and 
effect ivoncys to the Christian character. There 
are, also, many important truths which are prin- 
cipally taught us, and many virtues which we 
can only learn in the school of affliction. We 
need suffering to correct our false views of the 
world, to teach us its insufficiency, and the need 
of better and more enduring objects on which 
to rest our hopes. It is suffering which makes 
plitealize our own weaken, \&^ feeble temue 
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of oor ble^ings, and our entire dependence on 
God alone. We need sorrow to correct our 
thoughtlessness, and to turn levity into serious- 
ness ; to tame the violence of our passions, and 
render temptation weak ; to subdue the impa- 
tience of desire, and the arrogance of pride, 
h is seasons of suffering which give occasion to 
the exercise of patience and fortitude, of hum- 
ble resignation and trust in God* Yet virtues 
like these are among the most important graces 
of the christian character. Ought we not, then, 
to be resigned to those dispensations, by which 
God designs to promote and nourish them ? 

Besides, the heart of man, like the odorous 
spices of the east, needs to be bruised before 
its best essence is extracted. There is a mild 
gentleness, a peculiar and pensive tenderness 
given by sorrow to the feelings, which nothing 
else can give. We then learn our dependence 
on the kindness of others, and begin to regard 
them with a new sense of gratitude and interest. 
When suffering presses on us, all sternness of 
character must melt away, and the sympathies, 
which in the season of prosperity may be cold 
and exclusive, are extended to every being who 
comforts us, and to every one Vho mourns. 
No one has ever endeavored to improve by suf- 
fering, but has found his character softened and 
made better. The Captain of our salvation was 
made perfect by sufferings ; shall we then repine, 
when, by the same means, God is designing to 
pimnote our improvem^ii ? When ^o\x VdliJ^Vs&ci^ 
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view the whole of your existence ; when yos 
consider your present state as simply preparato 
ry, and designed only to discipline and form year 
character; and thus perceive the benencial 
pur])osos of suffering; you cannot think that 
your light afflictions are indeed evils, but bless- 
ings ; and could you discern all the remote in- 
fluences they are designed to exert, you would 
doubtless choose that the hand of God should 
inflict them upon you. 

3. Beside these " moral influences of adver- 
sity," there are many considerations connected 
with our afflictions themselves, which should 
teach us the reasonableness of resignation, if not 
of thankfulness. Heavy as our burden of sorrow 
may be, it is not so heavy as God might have 
laid upon us. Perhaps he has visited you with 
severe and painful sickness; but has he not 
surrounded you with many circumstances of 
alleviation and ease? Perhaps he has taken 
from you a father or a wife; but has he not 
left children to comfort you ? If he has bereav- 
ed you of a beloved child, are there no friends 
remaininjjf on whom you may rest your aflections 
and lio[>es ? Or if he has burst asunder all the ties 
of earthly kindred, yet has he not placed yoo 
in society where others will rejoice to protect 
unci sustain you. And how much do you owe 
him for revealing to you a Father in heaven, in 
whoso comp^issionate and watchful care you 
may cheerfully confide ! There is no state so 
dark, that some boaiu^ o( mex^N do not enUgfat* 
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en it. There is no condition so desolate, that 
some blessings might not yet be taken away. 

I The eye that is dimmed with grief sees indeed 
all its sorrows magnified, and its blessings ob- 
scured; but that state is rare, in which our 
calamities, numerous as they may be, are not 
surpassed in number by the mercies which God 
continues. Ought all our remaining comforts 
to be overlooked, when some have been taken 
away? Or is it unreasonable to be resigned 
to that God of compassion, who in the midst 
of judgment remembers us in mercy ? 

When we think of the pecuhar circumstances 
under which afflictions are sent upon us, we 
may often find in them reasons for resignation. 
When afflicted, can you not look back on your 
past life, and remember a time when your present 
suffering would have come with double severity, 
and found you in a state far less fitted to sustain 
the blow ? Was there not kindness then in thus 
delaying your affliction until you had gained 
strength to bear it ? Can you not even discern 
some circumstances, which seem almost express- 
ly introduced to alleviate its severity ? How . 
often may we find in them a preparation or ' *-v 
relief to mourning ! In one case, we are pre- 
pared for bereavement by distant separation 
from a friend, which has silently been loosen- 
ing the ties which bound us together ;— -in an- 
omer, by being caJiled to watch over the gradual 
I Pmgress of his decay. Here we are comforted 
I oy neeing that their longer contitmaiic^e Vxv \>Ife 
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would evidently be only continuance of suffenn % \ 
and who can tell the consolations which sooUi .:^ 
us, when we see those whom we love, leaviB; 
this world in composure and hope, and can fol- 
low them with the eye of assurance to the 
rewards of a better world. We may grieve 
when the amiable and holy are taken away; 
but we should remember, too, that the graces, 
which rendered them most dear to us, made 
them also more ready to depart. We know not 
what sorrows might have fallen on them, had 
not God taken them from the world. PerhapB 
some severe trial was near, under which their 
virtue would have sunk ; or some fearful dis- 
tress was impending, which would have turned 
their life into wo. There is one who saw tb8 
approaching evil ; and shall we repine, because 
He, in mercy, has delivered them from its power? 
There is another cpnsideration which surely 
ought to render us resigned under every species 
of affliction which God is pleased to appoint 
The stroke of Providence is ever lighter than 
our sins, and our afflictions are far less than we 
deserve. Think for a moment of your obligations 
to God ; how long his forbearance has continued, 
how incessantly his goodness has been renewed, 
and how constant and imperative the calls to 
universal and cheerful obedience. Think too 
of your deficiences, neglects, and sins. Remem- 
ber the carelessness of your regard, and the 
/>overt7 and imperfection of your best services ; 
and number if you can, live duties you have 
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neglected, and the deeds of transgression you 
have done* Do you not then wonder that God 
has so long spared you the suffering you have 
merited? Do you not wonder at the kind- 
ness, which now afflicts you with so much pity 
aiid tenderness? which so long continued to 
you the blessing for whose loss you mourn? 
And will you not be esigned, when at last 
he takes it away ? 

In the last place, we should consider, that 
heavy as our sorrows now may be, they can- 
not be of long duration. We now feel that our 
joys should not rise high, because they are short 
and uncertain ; nor should our afflictions op- 
press us too heavily, for they -will soon trouble 
OS no more. In the chambers of death there 
IB repose, though we find it no longer in life. 
How short is the race which remains for us to 
run! A few more suns only will shine upon 
OS, and then we shall lie low, and be at rest. 
Why then should we be disquieted and anx- 
ious ? Why should we suffer our light afflic- ^ 
tions to turn our few days into sadness, and to 
unfit us for that active service of God, which 
alone can prepare us to leave this world in 
peace ? Let us rather strive to submit our- 
selves unto God, and to resign with cheerful 
hope, all our concerns to him. Let us turn 
our thoughts from our sorrows to our duties, 
and strive by a faithful and zealous obedience, 
to gain that favor which no changes of Ufe 
can take away, and to prepare "iot \Xv?iX ^Q>is.^ 
wlu'ch trial, sin, and sorrow never eiAftx . 
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JUDGING OF CHARACTERS BY THE MANNER OF DEAT& 



NUMBERS XXni. 10. 

LKT MK DIE THE DEATH OF THE RIGHTEOUS AND I.BT ^MT LAflT 

END BE LIKE HIS. 

The wish expressed in these words there is no 
one who does not feel. However carelessly a 
man is wiUing to live, he is desirous of d5dng in 
peace, disturbed by no remembrances of guilt, or 
fears of retribution, and gladdened by those an- 
ticipations of feUcity, which the gospel inspires 
in the hearts it has sanctified. 

It is a common thing to judge concerning 
the religious character and future prospects of 
men by the manner in which they appear during 
their last hours ; and there are few circumstances 
which have tended more than this to fix in the 
minds of men mistaken views of the nature of 
reUgion, and of its requirements. They see those 
whose lives they cannot consider as marked by 
any exemplariness of virtue or piety, — in whose 
characters, when in health, there appeared little 
either of^icriousnesa or devotion, — whom, though 
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Stained with no gross vices, they would never 
have considered religious men,— dying without 
agitation, with apparent submission, with no deep 
sorrow for the past, or anxiety for the future. 
This calmness is considered of itself as a com- 
plete evidence that the departed were sufficiently 
prepared for death, and are no doubt happy in 
heaven. The consequence is, that men imagine 
tiiat if their own characters and lives are no 
worse than theirs, they are perfectly safe ; — that 
nothing more is necessary than freedom from 
notorious vices and general regularity of out- 
ward conduct; — and that to aim at any greater 
degree of christian purity or piety is quite su- 
perfluous* and unnecessary. It is a very true 
remark, "that nothing is more suspicious than 
what is called a happy death, where there has 
neither been religion in the life, nor humility 
in its close ; when its course has been without 
piety, and its termination without repentance." * 
The evil of judging the religious characters 
and final state of men by their last hours is 
more strikingly evident in another case. We 
see men, whose lives have been habitually vicious 
Dr negligent, in the last hours of death seized 
for a time with great horror, and, after a short 
season of distress, with as great extasies of 
joy. This is thought to be conversion. The 
patient is supposed to pass in an instant from 
larkness into marvellous light ; and those who 
lee it often go away, and fancy they may gq 

* H. More'B Practical Plet^ , 
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mi without concern in an irreligious connei 
and when death is near, by passing throu^ a 
similar process, be in a few hours prepared for 
heaven. Repentance, instead of being a filial 
contrition, a compunction of heart, terminat- 
ing in a thorough change of character, is thought 
to be only an agony of fear and sorrow ; faith, 
to be only a persuasion, produced they know 
not how, that their sins are pardoned and that 
they have an interest in Christ. The necessity 
of sound and practical religion, of universal 
obedience to God's will, in order to his accept- 
ance, is thus unregarded and unfelt. 

In the present discourse, I wish to present 
some views, which may illustrate the impossi- 
bility of forming any well grounded opinion 
on the characters or probable condition of men, 
merely from the manner in which they die; 
and then to mention some of those dispositions 
'which ought peculiarly to be exercised at the 
close of hfe. 

You will see the impossibihty of deciding on 
the characters or prospects of men by uieir 
last hours alone, by considering some of the 
many circumstances, which may cause persons 
to leave the world, either with calmness or with 
expressions of hope and joy, when in fact they 
are unprepared for death. 

Very many go out of the world before they 

are sensible of the power of their disease, ana 

||lb6 extent of their danger. They do not think 

■wt they are soon lo di<^ \ they are looking for- 
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rard, not to that unseen world now so near, but 
bo the anticipated scenes of business or enjoy- 
ment on which they are never again to enter. 
Some sudden change takes place, and they sink 
unexpectedly and at once. That they should 
appear calm and tranquil when apprehending no 
evil, is not wonderful ; nor is it in the slightest 
degree an evidence of preparation for their 
departure. 

Where the disease which terminates life is 
yioleni and rapid, the mind sinks under its 
power; the sufferer is unable, distinctly and 
for any length of time, to realize his own situa- 
tion; he has, and can have, no clear percep- 
tion of approaching dissolution and its awful 
consequences. Here, the person is calm and 
composed in mind, simply because . all his fa- 
culties are weakened and obscured. Tranquil- 
lity in such a case, and these are the cases which 
most frequently occur, is no evidence of a 
[confirmed christian character. 

Again — When in the last sickness the powers 
rf the mind are continued, persons may die 
^th composure in consequence of great and 
^ful ignorance of what the gospel really re- 
juires. Their views of its demands in respect 
» holiness of charapter and life, are so loose 
ind inadequate, their conceptions of God's mer- 
yy so confused and inconsistent, their self-de- 
ception so great, that they go out of life" with- 
Mit apprehension, and with an unjustifiable 
'eliance on God's goodness, fiLac^Va^ \X\<^\Si^s^^i^ 
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I go to lie down, with the brute of the earth, 
eternal silence and insensibility. In other 
tances, where some belief of a future state is 
intained by persons of irreligious lives, they 
Lgine that hereafter God wiff, to none of his 
atures, be strict to mark iniquity, but will 
her all, the clean and the unclean together, 
) one fold of heavenly blessedness. They have 
fear of punishment, for they have persuaded 
mselves that there will be none ; and thus, 
ugh the scriptures most solemnly assure them, 
t without holiness no man shall see the 
rd ; though they declare, in most explicit and 
form language, that the wicked shall be 
lished with everlasting destruction; a secret 
redulity of all this blinds their minds, and 
Y die, cheated with the false hope that they 

II awake to everlasting salvation. 

There is one more common case in which 
se who are perfectly unprepared for death, 
jT yet meet it with composure, — where there is 
jr carelessness and confirmed insensibility. In 
1th they have been exhorted, entreated, and 
•ned in vain; through the whole of life 
jr have persisted in constant negligence or 
its of sin, till the hardened conscience feels 
more, and the spirit of God, long grieved 

resisted, has departed in sorrow for ever, 
re, is only a fatal unconcern, a deadened moral 
ing, a hardened insensiblity, which nothing 

the mysterious terrors of hereafter have 
^er to quicken. Where a vf\io\e ^<^\ia&\»^\N^ 

16 
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^>ent in the neglect or nobtioB of the laws of 
(jfxL where ereiy call of prondence andof re?e* 
lation hai! been resisted and ineffectual — ^it is not 
to ^>e expected, that the approach of death 
f^hould produce any great change: it does in 
fact very .ceidom produce any: they die, as 
they have lived, careless, insensible, undone. 

In all the cases which have been mentioned, 
you see that men may die with apparent calmr 
neKs and tranquillity, while they are yet perfect- 
ly unprepared for death, and unqualified for 
heaven. How can you decide, then, as to the 
religious character or the fina* condition of 
any, merely from the calmness with which they 
die? 

13 ut it is not mere composure^ but expressions 
of what is considered strong ^religious feeling, 
which loads us most often to pronounce favor- 
ably of the final condition- of the dying. Let 
UH consider then, in the next plac^, some cir- 
ciim.stancos which may produce <hes3 manifes- 
tatioiiH of resignation or joy, in those whom we 
nro not authorized, by the general tenor of th^ 
livens, \o consider as sincere disciples of Christ 

\V(^ find mnny in their last hours expressing 
a rosigiiation to death, and a willingness, to de- 
part. Tins often arises, in irreligious persons, 
luorc^ly from disgust with life. Tiie gratifica- 
tions of the world are exhausted, perhaps by ex- 
cess: or a lengthened disease* may have rendered 
■MMtonce a ^ burden ; or their outward circnm- 
fwMB are diBtreaaed) v&di ^ thask earthly 
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roepects are gloomy. All the ties which bind 
lem to Ufe are broken, all that renders it de^ 
urable is fled. They long for death, as an 
scape from pain, mortification, disappointment, 
nd poverty, and they leave a world whose 
harm to them is departed, with joy. With all 
his, rehgion has nothing to do; their resigna- 
ion and joy are neither formed by religious^ 
principles, nor sustained by religious hopes; 
ind you cannot consider it as evincing, in any 
legree, a state of acceptance with God and 
>reparation for lieaven. 

Again — the effect of disease on the frame may 
>roduce a feverish excitement of the imagina- 
ion, which inspires raptures of unnatural joy. 
Persons in this s^ituation often converse with the 
jvild eloquence of insanity, and express reUgious 
feelings and sentiments, which, in their days of 
tiep-lth, were entirely strangers to their bosoms. 
A shght derangement takes place, under the 
influence of which the patient sees visions of 
riory, and hears sounds of heavenly welcomings. 
ft is perfectly unreasonable to regard this dis- 
turbed state of mind as an evidence of a change 
rf heart and of acceptance with God : to im- 
agine that here, the finger of the Deity is visi- 
bly displayed ; that these visions ar^ the effects 
of the immediate interposition of heaven, to 
comfort the departing spirit, and minister to it 
a foretaste of the blessedness of immortality. 
The age of miraculous interpositions has gone 
by ; we have no promise oi mlei\^^iVa!^\5fi^ ^vi**fc 
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these ; neither reason nor the scriptures ^ie 
us any ground for supposing these visionary 
consolations to be any other than the effects 
of powerful disease upon the weak and exhaust- 
ed mind. How different from all this was the 
death of our Saviour ! " It is finished ! Fa- 
ther, into thy hands I commend my spirit." 

This excitement of the imagination some- 
times takes another turn. The patient is op- 
pressed with an unspeakable burden of horror 
and despair, which is often most falsely thought 
to be that mild and humble repentance, which 
is unto life. Here, too, visions are seen ; but 
visions of awful and terrific character. In the 
stillness of midnight the chamber of the dying 
becomes brightened with infernal hght ; they 
imagine they see the regions, of wo uncover- 
ed, and the flames of inextinguishable fire, 
blazing beneath their feet; or they behold 
the form of the prince of darkness approach- 
ing in terrors to seize their departing spirits. 
Nothing can be more absurd, nothing more 
inconsistent with scripture, nothing more in- 
jurious in its consequences, than to consider 
these delusions of a wandering imagination, 
religion; to term the unknown horror which 
disease produces, repentance ; to imagine that 
by this wild and senseless uproar, the guilty 
spirit is purified from its stains, and qualified 
jfiM^^mission into the kingdom of heaven. 

^kere such an excitement of the imagina- 
JpBS not take place ^Wx \!ev^ ^Q'^^rs of the 
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Life at its utmost is so short, and its contin- 
aance so precarious, that no subject should be 
more often contemplated, or be made mot'e fa- 
miliar to our minds, than that of our own deaths. 
It cannot be distant: God alone knows how 
near it may be ! There are some dispositions 
of heart which are peculiarly demanded at that 
awful season ; and in our days of health, we 
ought to consider the duties we should practise, 
when sickness comes and death is near. If our 
powers be continued to us, what are the tem- 

rrs which then should be pecuharly exercised ? 
have now time barely to hint at some of 
them. 

The first duty for one who is soon to die is 
penitence. If we have been guilty of gross sins, 
3f constant negHgence, of habitual, wilful per - 
Severance in iniquity, repentance, doubtful as 
it that hour it may be, is yet all that is left to 
Is. We ought to set about it therefore with the 
leepest concern. If our own consciences should 
hen tell us, " that in simplicity and godly sincer- 
ty we have had our conversation in the world,'' 
JtiU penitence is the first of duties. When Ufe 
s closing and our account is ending, and the 
lay of grace is finished, and we are hastening 
mward to the judgment seat of God, surely we 
leed to remember with deep feeling, what our 
ives have been, and how far they have fallen 
ihort of what they ought to have been. We 
ihould then look back on the sins of our youth, 
)n the neglected duties and a^lu^ of^^w^^^ ^ 
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gin are known no more. If you then can loo 
upward to God with affectionate confidence, ai 
to heaven with an assurance of hope, let thet 
feelings be expressed. They will prove i 
others the reality and the power of the religio 
you profess, and give consolation and joy t 
those who weep for you, when you sleep i 
the dust. May G6d grant, my friends, thi 
these hopes may gladden us when we die 
and may our reward, Uke our death, be th] 
of the righteous ! 



SERMON XIV. 



KNOWLEDGE OF ONE ANOTHER IN A FUTURE STATE. 



1 THESSALONIANS II. 19. 

FOR WHAT 18 OUR HOPE, OJl JOT, OR CROWN OF REJOICING ? ARE NOT 
EVEN TE, IN THE PRESXHCE OF OUR IjORD JESUS CHRIST AT HIS 
COMING ? 

The gospel has revealed to us the rewards of 
a future world as the great excitement to obe- 
dience. If we desire that this motive should 
have its designed influence on our hearts and 
conduct, we must accustom ourselves to that 
frequent reflection on the assurances of Chris- 
tianity which shall cause us to realize their cer- 
tainty, and to that contemplation on the bless- 
edness it promises, which shall render heaven 
an object of interest and strong desire. Many 
persons whose general chs^racters are serious, 
are little influenced by these revelations of the 
gospel. Theit affections hnger too fondly 
around the objects of earth, their aspirations 
for a nobler state of being are not lively, and. 
they attain Uttle of that exalted heavenly mind- 
edness which Christianity requiiea, b^c^\i^^^^\«sv 
. 17 
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want of frequent meditation on the happiness < 
a better world, they have formed no aSecting i 
impressive views of its nature, and have m 
rendered the thought of it interesting. Am 
whatever leads us to more habitual contempt 
tion on heaven, whatever directs more strong! 
towards it our desires, or engages in it our fed 
ings, will have an important influence in givin 
a greater purity and spirituaUty to our charac 
ters. 

To a mind familiar with the grandeur of thos 
prospects vv^hich the gospel discloses, accustome 
to bring them near and dwell upon them ia re 
tirement, and to connect the remembrance c 
them with the scenes and pursuits of life, an* 
with the affections and hopes of the hear 
the interests of this world have lost much c 
their power; its highest promises appear ii 
sufficient and delusive, its splendid attraction 
are regarded with indifference, its dissipation 
with pity, and its grosser pleasures seem dig 
gusting as well as criminal. 

The thought of heaven is often uninterestin 
from considering it as a state of solemn uni 
formity, in which the perfected spirits are i 
continual rest, or employed only in casting thei 
crowns of glory at the foot of the throne, am 
celebrating, in one unwearied song, the praise 
of God and the Lamb. It is true, we read c 
a rest which remains for the people of God 
but is it not a rest alone from evil and anxietj 
/rom temptation and sorrow, from pain and sin 
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Ib it desigued to exclude all active exercise of 
those noble powers, with which the Father of 
our being has blessed us? Are the capacities 
of exertion, of improvement, of benefiting others, 
which have been formed on earth with so much 
care, to be formed altogether in vain ? Is not 
this world rather a scene of education, to fit us 
fiw accomplishing with more exalted powers the 
will of God, and acting as ministers of his mer- 
cy in higher regions of his universe ? 

It is true, the scriptures do not give precise 
and definite descriptions of the nature and 
sources of future happiness. But they give us 
at times hints and intimations, and from them 
we are at liberty to reason. And there is no 
inconsistency in forming some views of a better 
and higher state to which this is introductory, 
from the . consideration of our nature, and of 
what is, by the constitution which God has given 
08, evidently necessary to render any state of 
existence a state of improvement or of joy. 

There is no one accustomed to reflect on the 
happiness of futurity, to whom the inquiry does 
not often occur with deep interest, whether we 
shall hereafter recognise those whom we have 
known and loved on earth. By laying 'Hefore 
you some considerations on this subject, 1 hope 
to lead your minds to more frequent thought 
and meditation, and excite more of interest in 
that state to which the gospel directs Us to 
aspire. . 

On this, and on all other aw^^cX^^ V^O«i 
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he had so anxiously watched, whom his instruc- 
tions and warnings had guided and sanctified, 
perfect in christian character to God. If the 
apostle, then, expected to recognise his converts 
hereafter, and taught them to look forward to 
meeting him with joy ; if he believed that the af- 
fections with which he had regarded them were 
not to be annihilated, nor the relation in which 
they had been connected, entirely to cease ; is it 
unreasonable for us to cherish the same hope? 
Are our affections to be lost, and our friends to 
be known no more ? Are all those relations, 
which to us nature has made holy, which the 
best feelings of the heart' have cemented, and 
which Christianity has sanctified, to be terminat- 
ed for ever at the grave ? WhileUhe early disci- 
ples are to rejoice in those, whose labors redeem- 
ed them from ignorance, and first opened to them 
the consolations and hopes of the religion of 
Jesus, shall we never be permitted to express 
our gratitude to the friends whose counsels, ex- 
ample and prayers have guided or reclaimed Our 
steps, first kindled in us the flame of piety, and 
taught us to live for a better world ? 

Again ; in the parable of Dives, the rich man 
is represented as recognising Lazarus, and Abra- 
ham as knowing them both. But perhaps it is 
not safe to press the incidental and subordinate 
parts of a parable in proof of a doctrine. There 
is, however, another passage, in which our Sa- 
riour plainly declares what here is represented 
|A} a parable. " Yo s\\^\\ ^^^,^^ ^'^vi out Saviour, 
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when speaking to the Jews of a future state, 
^'Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the 
prophets in the kingdom of God." If the pa- 
triarchs are then known by their descendants who 
knew them not on earth, is it absurd to believe 
that we shall hereafter recognise those who have 
been the companions of our lives, and the ob- 
jects of most intimate acquaintance and interest ? 
The prophets will then be known by those, who 
now know them only by the record of history, 
and the instructions which have been transmitted 
firom early times. Does not this teach us, that 
the redeemed out of all nations shall be gathered 
home ; that the be^iefactors of our race in every 
country and in every age, — the noble characters 
which have thrown a glory on our nature, the 
philosophers who have dedicated their powers 
to the cause of truth and of God, the writers 
whose works have enlightened, consoled, and 
sanctified us, and the men of piety whose exam- 
ple has kindled ours, and on the record of whoso 
virtues we have delighted to dwell ; — shall here- 
after be made known, and become, when arrayed 
in the majesty of perfected beings, the objects of 
more exalted veneration and love ? 

From the Epistle to the Thessalonians it ap- 
pears, that many of the disciples were mourn- 
ing for the breaches which death had made on 
the circle of their friends ; and the consolations 
addressed to them by the Apostle, give clear 
intimations of the mutual knowledge of the 
righteous hereafter. " Sorrow uol as otbft\% >k\5l^ 
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to seven brethren, and asked, At the resurrec* 
tion whose wife shall she be? our Saviour an- 
swered, that " in the resurrection there shall be 
neither marrying nor giving in marriage; for 
they are as the angels of God." But this pas- 
sage only proves that the conventional relations 
of society are not to be formed hereafter ; that 
connexions intended simply to answer particular 
purposes in this world, terminate with this life. 
But it does not imply, that no knowledge of 
each other exists, or that affection and friend- 
ship shall end. The connexions which the 
society of the world renders necessary may 
cease ; but the cast they have given to the char- 
acter, the feelings they have excited, the affec-* 
tions^they have formed, the habits they have 
produced, will continue ; and the objects on 
which the heart now so fondly rests, may be the 
objects of a purer and more exalted interest 
when the frailties of nature cease, and they are 
met among the angels of God. 

The cultivation of particular affections, of 
the affections arising from the parental, filial, 
and conjugal relations, is not only the dictate of 
nature, but the command of duty. And is the 
culture of this part of our character to be en- 
tirely useless hereafter ? Are none of the feel- 
ings, which nature and Christianity have taught 
us to nourish, to remain ? What is to destroy 
these affections, what to turn them to coldness 
and indifference? Not surely a mere passage 
through the grave ; not our admission to the 
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tdngdom of joy and love. When corruption 
is turned to incorruption, is the heart to be 
laid waste ? are the best and purest of oiur 
eocial affections to be lost? and, with the weak- 
nesses of mortaUty, much which now ennobles 
and blesses our nature, to be annihilated for 
ever? We think of a future state as too dif- 
ferent in its nature from the present. Exalted, 
glorious, and happy indeed it is, beyond concep- 
.tion; exempt from frailty, freed for ever from 
sorrow, from trial, and from sin ; but the sources 
of its happiness must be adapted to our nature, 
and will be such in kind as those which the 
righteous find on earth. Death does not miracu- 
lously change our characters. It only changes 
the mode of our existence, and introduces us 
to a holier and happier world ; and we enter it 
with the dispositions which we have nourished, 
and the capacities of enjoyment which our care 
has improved. And as God has created us 
social beings, as much of our highest and purest 
delight arises from the intercourses of friend- 
ship on earth, and as the culture of our social 
feehngs is so important a part of our present 
duty and of our preparation for heaven ; it is 
surely most reasonable to believe that an exalted 
communion with perfected spirits will be a 
source of happiness hereafter, and that the 
friends who have been dear to us on earth, will, 
if we and they are worthy, be again restored to 
our knowledge and affection. 
. I would repeat a remark already \s^a.Aft^^3MSJ^. 
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on such a subject as this, we cannot expect a 
clear and satisfactory light from the language 
of scripture. But yet it seems, that on no 
subject connected with the happiness of heaven 
are its intimations more distinct, than where it 
teaches us to anticipate the knowledge and union 
of good men in heaven ; and there surely is no 
view which reason more approves, or which 
seems more consonant with the general spirit 
of the gospel, and with the benevolence of 
God. But even were it not so : were the inti- 
mations of scripture altogether indistinct, or 
were they entirely wanting ; yet the very te^-ch- , 
ings of nature, the fervent anticipations of our 
own hearts, would alone be sufficient to sanction 
the belief. Is not the voice of nature within us 
the voice of God ? And can we believe that a 
hope which every human being cannot but cher- 
ish, an ardent desire so inseparably interwoven 
with every conception of immortality, a feeling 
of assurance which we recognise in every mode 
of religion, in the hope of the savage as well 
as in the aspirations of the Christian : — can we 
believe, that this hope would be so universal, 
so deep rooted in nature, if it were never to be 
fulfilled; if it were intended to be for ever 
crushed and disappointed ; if God designs not, 
in some better state of existence, to restore to 
us the friends whom in wisdom and mercy he 
has taken away ? 

If, then, we look forward to a knowledge and 
union with one another hereafter, what influence 
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lould it have on our present feelings and con- 
duct ? 

In the first place, it should lead us to form 
mly virtuous friendships, for these only will 
jnaure. Intimacies with the vicious, if they 
terminate not with life, can be renewed only to 
aggravate the burden of anguish and remorse. 
Our best earthly friends have their frailties, and 
Dften may irritate or wound us. Ought we 
not now cheerfully to bear them, while we look 
forward to a day when all weaknesses shall be 
past, and we shall know them only as purified 
and perfected spirits? If we desire to meet 
them again, with what care and zeal should we 
labor for their improvement, with what earnest- 
ness should we watch over their characters, and 
with what fidelity counsel, reprove, and warn 
them. Our influence may be one of the greatest 
means of nourishing their virtue and piety ; and 
how will it add to our happiness to receive 
hereafter the expressions of their gratitude, 
whom our example or our exertions have helped 
to rescue from sin and prepare for heaven. 

In the second place, the subject is full of 
consolation, and of encouragement to • duty. ' - 
If we weep for the friends who have departed" 
and who sleep in Jesus, we cannot sorrow with- 
out hope. They have only passed to their rer 
Ward a little before us, and soon shall we meet 
them again. Though they have left us, we are 
not forgotten by them, nor is their interest in us 
ioBtroyed. If, then, we ha\e fe\^\A^ wy« \a. 

18 
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heaven ; if our thoughts can recur to a parent 
on whom our infant eyes had hardly rested, or 
whose forra has now faded from the remembrance 
of our youth ; if there be a friend there, once 
dear to us as our own souls, and who left us 
widowed and desolate ; if there be a child there, 
on whom all our earthly hopes had rested, whose 
steps to the grave we had watched with unutter- 
able anguish, and whose departure bowed us 
to the dust ; if we desire to meet them again, 
let us strive to imitate their virtues, and follow 
the bright path of glory by which they have as- 
cended. Let us cherish the sacred remem- 
brance. Let us feel that now there is a circle 
which connects us with a better world, and often 
meditate on what they are, and what we may 
hereafter be. 

We are all passing fast away ; one friend sinks 
after another, and soon we too must follow 
them. And what will prepare us to depart? 
Nothing but the faithful performance of duty, 
nothing but. earnest and unfailing efforts to ob- 
tain the christian character. God grant, my 
friends, that we may make these efforts! that 
in the day of the Lord we may all appear with 
joy ! and that in the world which is opening to 
receive us, none may be wanting, whom the 
bonds of nature, or the endearments of affection, 
have made near to us on earth ! 






SERMON XV. 

DIFFICULTIES OF THE MINISTRY. 

[PEBA.CHBD OH THB LOBD^I DAT FOLLOWIRO THK AUTHOK'I OBDINATIOlf.] 

2 CORINTHIANS II. 16. 

WHO IS SUFFICIENT FOR THESE THINGS ? 

You will permit me, this morning, to speak 
to you of the Difficulties of the Christian Minis- 
try, because my own mind has been led much 
to contemplate them, and because there must 
necessarily exist much misapprehension in re- 
gard to them, among those who are not particu- 
larly conversant with its various labors. 

"Who is sufficient for these things?" — Who 
is led to utter this exclamation of anxiety and 
despondence ? Is it some solitary recluse, who is . 
indolently contemplating labors which he has not 
resolution to undertake ? Is it some sincere and 
faithful servant of Christ, who has vainly spent 
his strength in the service of the gospel, and now 
is looking in sorrow on the long waste of his 
labors, ca/e5, and tears ? It ia l\ve ^t^^\. k^^^^'^ 
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perplexity. The claims of different sedB Ki 
Drought forward with so much zeal ; cdnln 
arguments are urged with so much force ; }|^raj 
dices of education and habit compel to* m 
jealous caution ; biases of temper, situatiaii>«i 
interest are so resohitely to be resisted ; so #p 
darkness and doubt meet us at every step ; m 
such candor, unwearied patience, long contiDa 
perseverance are ever required; that we oil 
are tempted to sink into indifference, and eo 
tent ourselves with partial, confused, and inco 
sistent notions of that holy faith which we s 
to believe and preach, i et it is extremely ii 
portant that these great views of religion shoi 
be gained and be taught; for men need to ha 
their general views of divine truth corrected w 
Dnlar^Tcd, as well as to have just views given 
the duties they are to practise, 

While it is thus difficult to gain just views 
the speculative and doctrinal part of the christi 
syfetem, the simple knowledge of the rules a 
motives of practical duty is easy. , What m 
are to da to be saved, is written as with a su 
beam. The ignorant cannot misunderstand 
<he wayfaring man cannot err. No sincere i 
quirer can be ignorant of his obligations to G( 
his relation to Jesus Christ, his duties and 1 
destination. From these very circumstano 
desirable and happy as they are, arises a vc 
great difficulty in the way of christian ministe 
The design of ministerial instruction is less 
cofii/» UAicate new trulVi, iVlbsi to ?jv^ vovt^tessii 
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ness and efficacy to that, already known. Were 
the truths we present novel to your minds as they 
are important to your welfare, they would irre- 
ostibly compel your attention, and exert an in- 
flaence immediate and powerful. But while we 
speak of obligations, they are all coolly acknow- 
ledged. We dwell on the entire goodness of a 
heavenly Father, on the blessed love of a suffer- 
ing Saviour, on the glorious and tremendous 
scenes of a future existence, — but these have 
long been familiar; all their grandeur and so- 
lemnity cease to arrest attention. They are 
sounds so often heard, that they pass by like the 
idle winds. The most important truths are 
those, too, which we most often must present to 
you. We can offer no novelties to awaken at- 
tention and arouse indifference. We can only 
repeat counsels, which^haVe been often given ; — 
dwell on motives, to which a thousand times you 
have listened ; speak of feelings, which for years 
have been exposed to you ; and yet must do all 
this with that anxious sense of responsibility, 
which teaches us that your interest in these sub- 
jects is all important, and that indifference is 
ruin. Besides, we must prepare our addresses 
to you, not when standing before you, when your 
presence might excite and animate our exertions 
and our hearts ; but in the peaceful stillness of 
l^etirement, whefi everything conspires to quiet 
our minds and lull our feelings. We must be 
excited in our studies, not by the sight of your 
triaLs^ wants, and sorrows ; but by ovxt o^\N.\^fi5^- 



214 DIFFICULTIES OF THE ICINISTRT. 

when the services of the pulpit cease, and the 
doors of the temple are closed. Difficulty, anx- 
iety, and depression must often accompany his 
private labors, and even his affectionate inter- 
course with his people. The sublime object of 
his high vocation, the spiritual improvement, the 
salvation of the souls of his people, — is never to 
be lost from his sight, to cease to beat in his 
heart, or to inspirit his exertions. He is to be 
ever " watchful in all things ; " to be " instant in 
season and out of season ; " and to carry admo- 
nition, expostulation, encouragement, to all the 
characters he meets and the deficiencies he wit- 
nesses. In doing this, how many different tem- 
pers and tastes must he consult and adapt him- 
self to, if he would gain attention and conciliate 
regard ! With what mild and affectionate pru- 
dence must he meet, by his conversation and his 
counsels, the feelings, trials, and wants of his 
people ! 

But there are more solemn and affecting of- 
fices which the pastor must render to his charge. 
His heart must respond to their sorrows as well 
as to their joys. The flock which he has watched 
with anxious tenderness, he is fo follow to the 
chamber of sickness and the silence of the tomb. 
He must bear to the beds of the sick his hght, 
and comfort, and prayers ; must scatter their 
doubts, sustain their drooping spirits, and aid to 
prepare the departing soul to stand before God. 
He must arouse the terrors of remorse in the 
soul which is hardened \xv ^vxvll^ though it be feint 



\ 
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mih disease and fast sinking to the grave. He 
must speak peace to the troubled conscience, 
and guide the sorrowing penitent to rest in a 
better world. To him the heart which bereave- 
ment has laid waste, looks for the tenderest of 
grmpathies and consolations. And many are the 
poor, and ignorant, and desolate, who seek in 
bis private ministrations to be guided, comforted^ 
ind cheered. How solemn and how affecting are 
these duties ! They are offices of the angels (Jf 
mercy. But how trying must they be to our 
feelings, and how often must they fill our hearts 
writh anxiety and despondence ! 

A mind, which is solicitously bent on the fur- 
therance of any great object, will often be dis- 
heartened when it cannot witness its success. 
The influence which true religion exerts, is 
secret, gradual, and noiseless. It silently forms 
in the heart holy principles of action, breaks 
down the secret habits of sin, forms the taste for 
reUgious contemplation, purifies the wishes and 
the thoughts, elevates the standard of moral ex- 
cellence, and touches the aflfections with the love 
of God and man. All this great change in the 
inward character of the individual often takes 
place in secret, and unknown. We can know 
the sincerity and truth of a religious character 
only by the conduct it manifests. And where, as 
among us, the influence of society^ operates to 
correct the outward manners, and to lead them 
to decency, mutual accommodation and order, 
•od outward respect for religious ms\\X\v\\o^^ Sn: 
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you, and the storms of contention, whic 
spread desolation over so many of our ch 
have passed harmless by yours. How mu< 
I here, amid all the difficulties of the Mini 
console and support me ! In all your affec 
kindness towards him who is now as an a 
God, I receive the pledge of your contin 
gal'd, while I sincerely, though feebly, st 
SU his place. I cannot express to you, tl 
ings which the constant and various kin 
have already received, has 'awakened, i 
cheerful hopes with which I enter on my 
trations among you. God grant that our 
anticipations of, usefulqess and happiness 
fully realized J - 



r . ■ 



sERMorr XVI. 

DUTIES OF A PEOPLE. 

[PKXACHSI) OK THB. SABBATH tUCCSXDIJVQ THB AVTHOB'I OBDIIfATlO:!!.]^ 



1 THESSALONIANS V. 12; 

WE BESEECH TOU, BRETHREN*, TO KN0V7 ^^EM WRICK liABOR 
AMONG TOU, AMD ARE OVER YOU IN THE LORD. 

Having, in the morning, endeavored to exhibit 
K)me of the Difficulties of the Ministry, let me 
low lead you to consider some of the Duties of 
he People. I shall endeavor to point out, in some 
)articulars, what feelings and conduct are rc- 
[uired in the people, to give success to the labors 
)f those " who are over them in the Lord," 

" We beseech you, brethren," says the Apostle, 
'to know them who labor among you." The 
expression is striking and comprehensive. To 
mow them ivho labor among you, denotes, not 
nerelyan acknowledgment of the pastoral, office, 
mt also, all those dispositions and habits which 
correspond to its multiplied and various services. 
iVere the design of the pastoral office, the ob- 
ects it was intended to promole^ OTA\3ftSi xsxRwsje. 
* employs, soberly considered axvOi cXe^^^^ ws^^^^v 
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stood, we could not be at a loss to know what 
feelings and conduct are required of those among 
whom it is exercised. The simple and sublime 
object of the christian ministry, is to promote the 
kingdom of God and the salvation of men ; to 
punfy and elevate the human character on earth, 
and to prepare it for heaven. It strives to pro- 
mote this end, by seeking to present men with 
impressive views of their relations to God and 
futurity, and of their various duties; and by 
constantly and forcibly urging upon them the 
motives which should Jead them to lives of holi- 
ness. It is designed to counteract the influence 
of worldly cares, occupations, and pleasures, by 
frequently bringing before the minds of men, the 
truths, obligations, laws, and sanctions of their 
religion ; by the counsels, warnings, and exhorta- 
tions of the pulpit ; and by awakening and ani- 
mating the slumbering spirit of their devotion, 
and their languid conceptions of spiritual sub- 
jects, by taking them for a time from the world, 
and calling their minds and hearts to contem- 
plations on the mercies of God, and the glories 
of immortality. These are the means and ends 
of the gospel ministry. But any exertions of a 
pastor cannot, alone, ensure success. Your own 
dispositions and conduct must correspond to the 
services of his vocation, or his labors will be vain. 
By considering what qualities you should exer- 
cise, and what conduct you should pursue 
towards his public labors and private ministra- 
tions, I hope it w'\\i be be^t uwLerstood, what is 
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required in yourselves, that the services of your 
pastor may be successful. 

I. in respect to the public labonsj^ the min- 
istry ^ is, fitst, v^i^ evijjgnt, that tfciey can b^ of 
little ^vail without your careful and regular at- 
tendance upon them. The services of the sanc- 
tuary are, indeed, ever exerting a silent influence 
on pubHc sentiment, the moral habits of the 
• community, and social order and peace. But 
this general influence affects rather the outward 
conduct alone, and reaches not the heart of the 
individual, to give purity to his motives, and 
sanctity to.his character. That its effect should 
be powerful and particular, your attendance 
should be constant. And the oUigation to wor- 
ship is too solemn, its benefits are too great, its 
influence too important, to be all thrown away 
by a careless indifference, or an indolent neglect. 
Besides — the service of one Sabbath prepares 
for the duties of another. The feelings of de- 
votion are sooner kindled in the heart, which 
lately glowed with their flame, and solemn and 
affecting associations will linger around the spot, 
where the soul was lately touched with some love 
of God and hope of heaven. A habit of con- 
stant attendance will soon repress curiosity in 
the desire of improvement, will give to the mind 
a readier apprehension of the truths which are 
delivered, and dispose it more easily to be con* 
vinced or impressed. The oftener too, the cares 
of the week are interrupted, and better hopes, 
and wishes, and purposes excvl^d, \)ftfc Ws^^^ 
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be the influence of the v^orld over our minds and 
feelings, when we turn aside fix>m its scenes to 
hold converse with God, and to think of our du- 
ties and our destination. Be constant and regu- 
lar, then, my friends, in your attendance on the 
services of this place, if you wish the labais of 
your pastor to be successful. 

In the next place, it is equally important that 
you attend here with a proper disposition. Do 
not come hither, with minds ruffled and disturbed, 
thoughts wandering to the ends of the earth, af- 
fections cleaving to the objects you have turned 
aside to leave. Do not trust to the sacredness of 
this place, the solemn stillness of the sanctuary, 
or the swell of music, or the voice of prayer, to 
dissipate your vain imaginations, and give seri- 
ousness to your hearts. But strive, in your 
closets and your families, to prepare your minds 
for the services of the temple, to impress your 
hearts with your own unwortbiness and God's 
goodness, and your need of thq counsels, warn- 
ings, encouragements, which are to be delivered 
and enforced. The words of the preacher can 
have little effect on the mind, v/hich enters on 
the service of God, thoughtless, dissipated, and 
unprepared. 

Nor is the tempe r with which you should listen, 
^of less imporfance. If you attend at tlie temple, 

ily to be gratified and amused, to have your 
[inations excited, to remark on the correct- 
of the language, or the propriety of the sen*- 

lents, — ^you wiU BUiely gp away^ uncdified and 
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unimproved. No, my friends, the services of 
this place are not for pubhc declamation, but for 
religious improvement. It is not the preacher 
who here demands your attention, who here of- 
fers himself to your censures or your applauses. 
It is God — your Creator and Judge, who here 
speaks of his will, and your duties ; it is Jesus 
Christ — your Saviour, who here opens to you the 
truths of his gospel, enforced by all the sanctions 
of eternity ; it is your eternal destination — hea- 
ven and immortality — destruction and wo — which 
here demand all your thoughts, and should fill all 
your interest and concern. Come hither, then, I 
entreat you, not to gratify your curiosity or your 
taste, but to listen to instructions drawn from the 
word of God, and to gain something, which shall 
make you wise to salvation. 

There is nothing, which more certainly will 
prevent or destroy the success of the public la^ 
bors of the ministry, than a spirit of captiousness 
in thejhearers. A readiness to criticise, to cen- 
sure7 to object, will close the mind against every 
convincing proof, and the heart against every re- 
ligious emotion. A disposition, which constantly 
retires in disgust at the serious and unpretending 
exposure of sentiments it may not entirely be- 
lieve, — which goes ever away in displeasure, be- 
cause the expositions of duty were common, the 
expressions unadorned, the manner inelegant, the 
voice unharmonious, though the truths were 
important and devoutly exhibited, — such a dispo- 
sition will be made neither ns\&« \NWt \ife^^sK.^ 
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though life wore away in attendance on tte 
sanctuary. We should bring hither, a temper 
which seeks not entertainment, but spiritual li^t 
and animation ; a temper disposed to receive and 
be influenced by important truth, however com- 
municated ; willing to be instructed, counselled, 
warned ; desirous of serious impression, and the 
excitement of devotion ; open to convictions of 
its duties and its deficiencies, and sincerely ear- 
nest for spiritual improvement. A temper like 
this will never attend the worship of God*s 
house in vain. It will gather good from every 
thing. It will ever find subject for its meditatioD 
or its practice, some truth or some motive, amidst 
all the deficiencies and imperfections which may 
attend the performance of divine service. 

The office of a pastor is, to " watch for your 
souls;" to enlighten, counsel, and e^ccite you; 
to save you from "error and sin, and to aid your 
preparation for heaven. His instructions, tnen, 
should be heard, not as the cold counsels of a 
stranger, but the admonitions of one deeply in- 
terested in your welfare and improvement ; for 
it is the best and dearest reward of all his labors, 
his consolation and crown of rejoicing, to trace 
among his flock the gradual increase of virtue 
and piety, and to behold them yielding theii 
to the influence of the gospel, and rising 
loly lives to the eternal favor of God. He is 
ratch, too, as ^^ one who must give an ac- 
V An ambassador of God ! A delegated 
)r of Christ I Hoy7 ^nv^vA S& \J\<^ trust com- 
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mitted to him ! How mighty his responsibility ! 
Is he not, then, bound to warn, to reprove, to 
army your sins before you, and to proclaim the 
terrors of the Lord, as well as kindle your hopes 
and animate your affections ? Let not plainness 
of reproof disgust, or earnest exhortation offend 
you. Think it not presumption, a bitter spirit, a 
gloomy imagination, that is importunate with 
you on your duties, that wearies you with calls 
to work out your salvation, that would disturb 
your spiritual security, and arouse you to your 
danger, and forcibly bring back your feet from 
the paths of death. But why do I speak of 
plainness of reproof, importunate entreaty, ear- 
nest exhortation ? Alas ! how httle of these do 
we ever manifest ! Forgive us, Christians, that 
we speak to you so coldly of your eternal wel- 
fare ! Forgive us, gracious God, our languor in 
thy service, and inspire us with greater earnest- 
ness! 

Another requisite in a people, that the public 
labors of their pastor may be successful, is, a 
habit of reflecting on what has been heard. The 
truths, which are spoken, should not pass away 
from your memory, when the voice of the 
preacher is still. These discourses can give you, 
at best, but a general outhne of the subject, and 
your own reflections must supply the rest. But 
even were they more than outUnes, still, in the 
rapid course of their delivery, you can have little 
time to pause on any single truth, however im- 
portant; and when diffexeut lem^xVL^ S^O^ss^ ^:^s^ 

on 
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christian character, and to present you at lastr 
pure, spotless, and holy, to the great shepherd 
and bishop of your souls. 

I have thus endeavored, my fhends, to set 
before you some of the duties of a people. God 
grant you his blessing in your endeavors to dis- 
charge them ! I have said much of candor and 
confidence, not because I distrusted your kind- 
ness — how could I doubt it ? — ^but because it was 
important to the subject. I need not ask you to 
expect not from the weakness of youth, the pru- 
dence, wisdom, and maturity of age, or to re- 
member, that many things, which in the old are 
acceptable, would be unbecoming in the young. 
I need not ask you to overlook, amidst the diffi- 
cult services of the profession, the many imper- 
fections which must ever attend my best eflTorts ; 
or to remember, that from the constant and ex- 
tensive labors of this place, I must often appear 
to address you with a languid body, a wearied 
mind and an exhausted spirit; or that I must 
deny myself much of that private intercourse 
with you and your families, which it would be 
most grateful to me to give ; but which can be 
given, without neglect of other duties, only when 
the labors of the profession have become famil- 
iar by long habit, and years have lessened the 
difficulty of its services^^^"^ 

There is a circumstalice which cannot but ex- 
cite a peculiar distrust of myself. I am to follow 
the footsteps of a venerable servant of God; 
whose rational and unaS^eX^A V^^^^-i whose warm 
/J Sections, whose luan^ ^^^t^ol ftL^\o\fc^^^^Y 
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had taught you to look up to him with a filial 
reverence and love. How grateful to his de- 
parted spirit is the knowledge of your affection 
and attachment to his memory ! ]But under any 
circumstances, I should, indeed, be insensible, 
could I enter, without a deep and fearful anxiety, 
on the ^^kpp of that ministry to which I am con- 
secratej^AVhen I reflecj: on all the trials and 
difficulties of the/^^SStJrfed * office ; its solemn im- 
portance, its mighty responsibility ; when I think 
of the influence which this connexion will have 
on the character and eternal destiny of thou- 
sands of human beings ; my heart sinks within 
me. Grant me, I entreat you, your prayers, that 
I may be guided and strengthened; bear me 
sometimes in your hearts to the throne of that 
mercy, which alone can support my weakness, 
and bless my endeavors. There is, and there 
should be, much of cheerfulness and joy, when a 
new laborer enters the vineyard of the liord. 
But let us not forget the solemn obligation which 
this connexion imposes. Let us never forget, 
that one day we shall stand at the judgment seat 
of Christ, to render account how I have preach- 
ed, and how you have heard. But when all our 
trials, and all our privileges shall have passed 
Bway ; when other voices shall sound from this 
place, other worshippers be gathered within 
these walls ; when all these generations of the 
living shall be numbered with the dead ; — God 
grant, that our names may be written among the 
deemed in his heavenly kingdom I 
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serious. Without this, our views of his perfect 
tions will be confused and unworthy, and wiD 
fail to impress our minds, or interest our affec- 
tions. Now what is the state of mind produced 
hy a warm attachment to the world, and constant 
uurcjiiit of its concerns? Is it not a state of 
nurry, distraction, and anxiety ? Is not devotion 
to the cares or the pleasures of life, fatal to that 
mental serenity, that devotional seriousness, in 
which alone the inclination or the capacity exists, 
of attcndinjT to the manifestations of God's char- 
acter, in such a manner as shall awaken us to 
a love of him ? 

The objects of the world, too, are sensible, 
and the soul which long has conversed only with 
tliom, loses the power of mental abstraction, and 
of embracing, with a feeling of their reality, ob- 
jects of an unearthly and spiritual nature. They 
who have made most exertions to nourish in their 
hearts the love of God, are conscious how much 
its strength and liveliness are impaired by their 
unavoidable intercourse with the world. And it 
is only by their seasons of hallowed retirement 
from its fascinations and its cares, that it is kept 
from expiring. If this be the case with the most 
devout, how impossible must it be to excite or 
maintain the love of God in one whose thoughts 
and affections are all wasted on the world, and 
whose life of labor or pleasure, day after day, and 
year after year, rolls away, unbroken and unre- 
deemed by any season of religious retirement, 
Md holy contemp\aUoii. 
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is made for actions of a doubtful character; 
a wide permission granted for the Reglect of the 
plainest duties, where neglect does not directly 
injure society ; and an insufficient solicitude dis- 
covered for consistent and universal holinesft 

The great mistake is often made, also^ of con- 
sidering religion as entirely separated from the 
conduct of common life. There is great danger, 
therefore, lest those who are continually occapied 
in business, should adopt a very low standard of 
reUgious character, and should consequently re- 
riiain reluctant to make exertions for the acqoisi- 
tion of what they deem a needless strictness of 
virtue and piety. It is sometimes the case, that 
the standard of moral obligation is peculiarly 
low, with respect to the concerns of business. It 
is often identified with civil law; and a man 
considers himself to have fulfilled all moral obli- 
gation, if he step not beyond the boundary which 
the law of the land has traced and sanctioned, 
although the higher laws of honorable equity and 
of christian kindness be directly transgressed. 
The same willingness to accommodate, and the 
same endeavor to benefit others, though it be at 
some little expense of convenience or profit, 
which in ordinary life is ever expected and given; 
it is often considered as manifesting 'no want of 
charity to withhold in the* intercourse of business. 
But we ought never to forget, that no intercourse 
or concern of life lies beyond even the letter of 
the christian rule, " Whatsoever ye would that 

men should do uulo ^ow^ Ao ^^ ^^<i\L so unto 

them.^^ 
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Again, in a life of worldly business, there is 
peculiar danger that the selfish passions will be 
too much encouraged and indulged. In many of 
the concern^ of business, our own interests are 
brought into direct and incessant competition 
with the interests of others ; our own advance- 
ment is always the direct object of pursuit ; the 
selfish passions are continually addressed and ex- 
cited, and great care and self-government are 
requisite, lest they stifle and wither all the feel- 
ings of generous benevolence, and settle into the 
spirit of narrow, morose, and craving selfishness ; 
! lest we envy the success of our neighbor, and 
find a malicious joy in his overthrow ; lest, in 
our interfering intercourses with others, we be 
drawn to deviate from the path of strict integrity 
by the prospect of avoiding inconvenience or 
loss, or of securing to ourselves sonie seemingly 
important benefit. 

Another danger arises from the influence of 
evil customs or bad examples. A compliance is 
often urged and expected with customs which we 
feel to be, if not directly forbidden, at least dis- 
aatrous in their moral influence. The voice and 
example of others, and the fear of censure and 
ridicule, are formidable temptations, and it re- 
quires much serious reflection, much strength of 
principle, much elevation of moral feeling, to 
enable us at all times to stand firm and indepen- 
dent, when the current of popular prejudice is 
foaming and dashing against us. The fear of 
excitinjr remark, or provoking iVie si\fc^ic^ ^S^^^^r^ 
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with whom business brings them constantl 
contact, has often prevented men from perfc 
ing duties, which they felt themselves soler 
bound to discharge, and from aiming profess< 
at any strictness or elevation of religious chai 
ter, superior to that which those around tl 
were willing to acknowledge consistent and i 
per. Against this we ought ever most anxio 
to guard. We should look for our guide, nc 
the opinions of others, but to the laws and eji 
pie of Christ. We should give that serious 
irequent attention to the duties of the chris 
life, which shall enable us to understand t 
aright ; and then, if we have any desire of 
favor of God, and any concern for the rew 
of heaven, let us discharge those duties with 
hesitating readiness, independence, and fidelit 
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It is this view which I now wish you to c( 
der — that while the gospel insists on the prac 
of the ordinary moral virtues, it demands, i 
the highest cultivation of the heart. 

1. We are commanded as expressly in 
gospel to acquire and maintain dispositior 
humihty, devotion, heavenly-mindedness, as 
are to practise the most necessary duties of 
tive life. The obligation is equal in respec 
both. We are no more at liberty to neglect 
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branch of commands, than the other; and to 
oeglect the acquisition of these dispositions, is 
as much a violation of the christian laws, as to 
be wanting in the practice of justice and fideUty 
in ordinary Hfe. Every one feels that the main- 
tenance of humility and heavenly-mindedness 
would be insufficient without the moral virtues, 
and could not atone for a want of honesty, 
usefulness, or benevolence. Is not the principle 
equally : correct, that justice and integrity in 
QOmmon affairs, however uniform and strict, 
caniv)t atone for the absence of that spirituality 
of feeling, that devotion and humiUty, which 
are enjoined with an equal imperativeness and 
urgejjcy ? 

.2. The moral habits of justice, fideUty, and 
honorable usefulness, are duties relating di- 
rectly to. men only ; but there are dispositions 
and duties enjoined, of which God and his 
Son are the direct and immediate objects — re- 
verence, fervent gratitude, trust, affection, a 
sense of accountability, constant reference to 
the divine will, and all-controlling desires of the 
divine approbation. Why should we imagine 
that our dispositions and duties towards God, are 
of less importance or of feebler obligation, may 
be neglected or violated with less criminality, 
than our duties towards men ? — that humility and 
poverty of spirit, which our Saviour has so sig- 
imlly enjii^inediand blessed, are of less value in 
the sight of God, and heavenly niindedness of 
less iQiipqft^nce to the chr\sl\aue,Vv^^xvLOL^x^^J!c^aJ^ 
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those virtues which relate exclusively to the ill* 
tercourscs of humao society, and the interests of 
the present world. 

3. But when you read the New Testament 
you ever find a peculiar stress laid upon these 
spiritual dispositions. The contrite humilit]^ of 
the publican is pointed out as the characteristic 
of an acceptable worshipper. It was his own 
meekness and lowliness of heart, which our Sa^* 
viour called his disciples peculiarly to imitate. 
His first blessings were pronounced on the poor 
in spirit, on the pure in heart, on those that hun« 
ger and thirst after righteousness. No disposi* 
tion is more strictly condemned than that of 
conformity to the world ; none urged with more 
frequency and force, than that whose desires and 
affections rest supremely on heaven. That practi* 
cal love of Christ which leads to effort, to vigi- 
lance, to self-denial, is ever preferred to the most 
praiseworthy of human affections. " He that 
loveth father or mother more than me, is not 
worthy of me." What language can be more 
strong than that which enjoins a supreme love 
of God ? " Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God"— not with a divided affection, not with 
a partial control — but " with all thy heart, and 
soul, and mind, and strength." Now all these 
dispositions are enjoined, not merely as desirable, 
not as manifesting exemplariness of religious 
character, but as the essential retirements, the 
peculiar and ordinary qualiffications, the very 
ciiti\,ctrni^{\cs 6t a C\\m^\i. Whea the in- 



NECESSITY OF SPIRITUAL AFFECTIONS. 249. 

junctions of the gospel are so intelligible, so 
unqualified, so authoritative, — arc we to say that 
Christianity demands no more than justice and 
fidelity in the social relations, and habits of use- 
ful industry, and freedom from gross sins ? Can 
we believe ourselves Christians indeed, however 
exemplary in these duties of common morality, 
if we are wanting in humility, in heavenly-mind- 
edness, and in an awful and fervent love of God ? 
4. Christianity is indeed something more than 
a code of moral rules for the regulation of the 
practice, to which appropriate sanctions are 
annexed. It is even more conversant with dis- 
positions, principles, and habits of mind. It is 
peculiarly a religion of the affections. Its seat 
is in the heart. Jt operates not merely by the 
simplicity of its practical rules, and the solemnity 
of jts final retributions ; but would elevate and 
sanctify all the sentiments, desires, and feelings 
of the human soul, by the influence of its reve- 
lations, by the lofty views it discloses of the 
character and government of God, and the moral 
relations and final destiny of man. Its first aim 
is to form in the heart holy dispositions ; and its 
laws are but the prescribed modes in which these 
dispositions are to be manifested in the conduct. 
And in this view it is ,most wisely adapted to 
our nature and wants. The affections are the 
most important part of our constitution, and the 
capacity of thei» cultivation is one of the highest 
privileges of our nature. It is they which give 
its whole coloring to the charactei: \.Wj ^vi\N^\^\ 
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fcr'lin<;s which Christianity has sanctified, wil 
flouri^^h with purer vigor, and be productive o 
more exalted felicity. 



DEVOTION. 



Devotion is not a distinct and single quality, 
but a general state of mind and heart. It implies 
a mind deeply impressed with a sense of God, in 
which the remembrance of him is intimately as- 
sociated and mingled with its ordinary trains ol 
thought, wliich naturally connects the thought ol 
his agency with the scenes and events of life, 
and which in its hours of silence and repose 
rises in him as to the leading object of its con- 
templation and interest. Devotion implies t 
quiciv sensibility of pious affections, a susceptibili 
ty of receiving touching views of the divine char 
acler, hnbitual feelings of veneration and thank 
fulness, joy and hope in him, and a prevalent anc 
all controlling desire to gain his favor. Deve 
tion is often snp})osed to consist entirely in th( 
performance of secret and retired duties of medi 
tation and |)raycr ; whereas it is an all pervading 
s|>irit, which warms at the heart, directing all it 
desires, and feelings, and hopes, and whose influ 
cure is felt throuirh the whole conduct. It doe 
not rcx]uire the knees to be always bowed, ant 
llj^oico to be alwa'jsTvseewvlvii^^; it waits not fo 
^■"^ periods, and \s ivov. cow^w^^ \si ^^ fJsst^ 



DEVOTION. 263 

or the temple. God will be acceptably worship- 
ped wherever the heart rises to him, whether it 
be from amidst the activity of business, or in 
silence and solitude. And he is most devout, 
whose mind is most habitually sensible of God's 
presence, and most constantly and earnestly 
desirous to obey his will and to gain his favor. 
Prayer, indeed, is the natural expression of a 
devotional temper, and the most important 
means of exciting and nourishing it. It presents 
to the mind of the suppUant those awful and 
affecting views of the divine character, of our 
intimate connexion with God, dependence upon 
him, and obligations to him, which kindle and 
sustain the devout affections. But the influence 
of the spirit of devotion is felt on prayer as well 
as on other parts of the christian life ; for to 
the devout man, prayer is not merely a means 
and a duty, but a privilege and a delight. He 
rejoices in approaching, to God, as the being in 
whom he lives, and moves, and enjoys, the healer 
of his infirmities, and the forgiver of his sins — in 
casting himself on his care, and in pouring out 
at his feet the overflowing expressions of a heart 
too full to be restrained. 

On his hours of meditation and solitary 
thought, too, devotion breathes a hallowing in- 
fluence. There is a high and awful delight in 
contemplating the character of that God, who at 
all times is so mysteriously present, in noting in 
all the operations of nature, his silent aud, wv^r 
ceBs'wg agency, in meditating oiv ^\a ^^^\. ^\^^^\i.- 
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It is when we approach him in secret to commend 
to him our Utile interests, to acknowledge our 
gratitude for those minute and unceasing benefits 
his hand is ever bestowing on ourselves, to im* 
plore his support to the frailties we feel, and his 
guardianship in dangers yet to come, that we 
most realize how inexpressibly tender and gra- 
cious is that providence, which watches for onr 
good, and, amidst the immensity of the depend- 
ent universe, overlooks not our little wants, listens 
to our faintest sighs, provides with more than 
parental kindness for our protection and enjoy- 
ment. It is the views, often repeated, which pri- 
vate prayer thus presents, which form in the heart 
of the sincere suppliant those habitual feelings of 
childlike confidence, of afFectionaie gratitude, 
and cheerful and tender devotion, which more 
than any other feelings arc acceptable and blest. 
When in the retirement of our closets we have 
communed with our own heart, and remembered 
our past conduct, and have numbered our sins 
before God, and confessed them in penitence, we 
cannot then turn away to tread again the same 
path of unworthiness ; we cannot immediately 
rush into the scene of temptation from which we 
have implored to be peculiarly delivered, or ne- 
glect the duties in which we have particularly 
sought God's grace to aid us, or repent the trans- 
gressions over which the tears of contrition have 
jus t been shed. The particularity of private 
■^•lyer has thus a powerful effect in giving a 
Iber tenderness to \.Vie coTv^^SetL^^^ ^ad adding 
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Strength to the motives and feelings from which 
a holy obedience springs. And when we have in 
solitude thus seriously reflected on ourselves and 
our condition, our duties and our temptations, 
our present character and our prospects here- 
after, and have commended ourselves to God's 
care and support, we make all the preparation 
in our power for the services of the christian life, 
and may go forth again to its trials, strengthened 
with a holier might. 



PBIVATE PRAYER A PREPARATION FOR SOCIAL WORSHIP. 

[ We need private prayer as a preparation for 
that which is social./ If we desire that God 
should hear and accept us, our prayers must be 
offered with fervor and earnestness. A devo- 
tional spirit must warm our hearts, and hallow 
the petitions that rise from our lips. But a 
devotional spirit can be nourished best, if not 
only, in private. It must be made habitual too, 
if we would have it pervade our prayers. It 
cannot be assumed at will, like the consecrated 
garments of the priest, but must at all times array 
OS. And this habitual feeling (»f devotion can 
only be sustained by the frequent excitement, 
and often renewed expressions of it, in our soli- 
tary prayers. Without this private preparation, 
wo may indeed bow with our families when the 
day rises or the shadows of night descend^ but 
our prayers wiR be genetaWy d^a\x\vR\fc^ ^ssi^ 
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formal. We may gather at the temple and listei 
to the voice of others, but our minds will b 
wandering and our hearts be unaffected. Tb 
altar may be spread and the sacrifice may b 
prepared, but the fire will be wanting,* and m 
accepted oflfering will rise. 
. Without this private preparation, we canno 
enter into tlie spirit of social prayer. 1 Publii 
prayer must necessarily be general ; and genera 
expressions are unaffecting. But when we g 
from the solitude in which we have held com 
munion with God, have acknowledged hi 
goodness, and implored his mercy and suppoi 
particuhirlv to ourselves, then the voice of publi 
prayer will awaken the remembrance of thought 
and feelings we have been indulging in privab 
When the public confession of sin is made, w 
shall think of our own deficiencies of characte 
neglect of duty^ and acts of sin. And when a 
around us are rendering their common praise 1 
God for his universal goodness, our praises w: 
be quickened by the recollection of the privai 
mercies he has bestowed on us. In this way \> 
shall «'ipi)ly to ourselves all the general praises < 
the public devotion, and join in it with sinceri 
and with fooling. It is in a great degree the wai 
of this private preparation which renders publ 
pravors so uninteresting, and causes us often 
wait on thorn with so nmch careless inattentic 
ox lit'oloss fornmlitv. 
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PRACTICAL INFLUENCE OF TSAYER. 



Prater not odIv srives fervencv to devotion, 
and elevation to the feelings : it operates on the 
conscience. It is prayer which, more than any- 
thingy makes us realize the constant and imme- 
diate inspection of God. When we address 
ourselves directly to him, we cannot but remem- 
ber that he ever hears our words, and witnesses 
our actions ; we feel that we are in his presence, 
and that no darkness nor solitude can conceal us 
from his view : and we cannot go away and at 
once feel that we are removed from his observa- 
tion, or cease to remember that his eye yet 
watches our steps. Who can be conscious of 
this without some deep sense of the solemnity of 
his situation, and of the obligations he is under 
ever to order his actions as seeing Him who is 
invisible ? 

Besides, in prayer we continually and solemnly 
acknowledge before God our obligations and our 
duties. And no human soul can be so fearfully 
presumptuous as thus habitually to bring to his 
conscience the deep conviction of his duties, and 
solemnly acknowledge them to God, profess his 
unaffected purposes of obedience, and seek from 
him the strength and mercy which he needs, and 
then return with indifference to a course of wilful 
transgression. We must at least strive to relin- 
quish our sins, or the voice of prayer vvould be to 
us a tremendous warning we could not hear, and 
a burden of remorse and misery loo \\Qi;iCH^ W >\^ 
to endure. 
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address, too, offered bj beings such as we aie, 
frail, igiKN'ant, erring, goihy creatures of the 
dust, whose strength is but weakntes, whose best 
senrices are polluted, and who are c^mtinuallj 
offending that God whose awful pres^Me we 
would enter. Surely when we consider to what 
a being prayer is offered, and from whom it as- 
cends, we must feel the need of composure and 
solemnity. Besides, prayer is not a formal rite, 
a solemn but insignificant ceremony; it is the 
expression of our desires to him wtK> can fill 
them with good. We need, therefore, that oar 
wandering thoughts be recalled, that our hurried 
spirits should rest, and that we serioi(sly reflect 
on our wants and the blessings we are to seek. 
For otherwise our petitions will be offered in 
rashness, and God be approached with only 
a heedless service of the lips. 

Every one who has been habitual in prayer, 
has found frequent reasons for sorrow and self- 
reproach from the levity, distraction and wan- 
derings of thought, which attend our approaches 
to God. The great cause of this is the want of 
a deliberate preparation of mind and heart, of 
serious and thoughtful recollection. It arises 
from the inattention and carelessness with which 
we often enter on the duty. And why should 
we expect so solemn a service to be performed 
with serious and undisturbed devotion, when we 
have but just turned aside from business, or from 
d^asure, and when we rush into the nearer pre- 
^Kb oif God witli mmd^ <:,tQwded and distracted 
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L by recent cares, or rendered gay and caieleaB 

!with onsobered joy? It is tme there may be 
g distractions of thought and languor of feehng, 
when most care has been taken to make the 
heart right for the duty. Bat it is then not our 
fenlt but our infirmity, and will find forgiveness 
kt Him, who» remembers that we are but dust, 
'i ttd who accepts our poor services, not according 
|o the imperfections which deform them, but ac- 
eording to the sincerity with which they are 
offered. But these distractions of mind may in 
a great degree be prevented by watching, as the 
^K)st1e terms it, unto prayer ; by previously en- 
deavoring to compose our minds to seriousness, 
and to banish for a time everything from our re- 
membrance, but our own characters and wants, 
and the awful presence of God. 

We should, in the next place, pray not only 
with minds freed from distracting thoughts, but 
with hearts freed from corrupt desires and re- 
solved on amendment and holiness. True, in- 
deed, while on earth we never can offer to God 
affections entirely sanctified; strange fire will 
sometimes mingle with the holiest flame that 
ascends from the altar of the heart. But if we 
regard iniquity in our hearts, God surely will not 
hear us. Who sees not that it is but mockery 
to raise our voices to him, with hearts burning 
wilfully with forbiddenpassions, or foul with cor- 
rupt desires ? Is it not an open impiety to pray 
for pardon, while we willingly rejoice in the 
pleasures of vice ? to seek light and strength 
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address, too, offered by bein^ such as ' 
frail, ignorant, erring, guilty creatureaj 
dust, whose strength is but weakofies, i 
services are polluted, and who arc x 
offending that God whose awful pn 
would enter. Purely when we conaidci 
a being prayer id oiVercd, and Irora win 
cenda, we must foci the need of compi 
solemnity. Besides, prayer is not a i 
a solemn but insignificant ceremony; 
expression of our desires to him nhi 
them with good. Wo neeii, th< 
wandering thoughts be recalled, 
spirits should rest, and that we f 
on our wants and the blessings s 
For otherwise our petitions will 
rashness, and G od be approaeni 
a heedless service of the lips. 

Every one who has been 1 
has found frequent reasons for s 
reproach from the levity, distraci 
derings of thought, which attend C 
to God. The great cause of thiff 
a deliberate preparation of mini 
serious and thougiitfid recoUeotJI 
from the inattention and carelesi 
we often enter on the duty. 
we expect so solemn a service 1 
with serious and undisturbed deW 
have but just turned aside from t 
pleasure, and when we rush into 1 
sence of God with minds crowded a 
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OBBBRVANCB OF THE U>RD*3 BUFFER. 

/ There arc many who are kept from the taUe 
of the Lord by unworthy views of its nature and 
design. To them there is something awful and 
■mysterious in this simple and afiecting memorial 
■of the most affectionate of friends. But dismias 
from your minds the explanations which men 
have given, and listen only to the words in which 
Jesus instituted the ordinance, and in which Paul 
enjoined it on his converts, and the appalling 
gloom will vanish. You will see it instituted 
simply as a means to bring our Saviour to our 
remembrance, to present him before us in the 
most interesting light, as about tp suffer and to 
die for us, and to awaken the affections which 
this scene should inspire. This is. the only view 
which the scriptures present of the Lord's sup- 
per; and how many and powerful are the motives 
which should persuade us cheerfully and grate- 
fullv to observe it. 

There are others who fear to approach the 
table of the Lord, from feelings of their own un- 
worthiness, and from thinking a peculiar sanctity 
of heart, and a high degree of perfection required 
to fit them worthily to partake. It is true there 
is a disposition of heart required; but this dispo- 
sition is no other than those humble, grateful, 
and penitent affections,, with which we should 
enter these walls and address our prayers to God. 
The scriptures no wVvexe demand a peculiar de- 
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3 of preparation for this ordinance. It re- 
es, and it does only require, that we receive 
B in the character in which he is presented 
le gospel; — ^that we beheve him sent from 
to be our teacher and redeemer, and that 
incerely desire and purpose to obey his gos- 
fMVhen you find tliese dispositions in your- 
i8y it is most surely your duty to come to the 
. Think you that with these feelings Christ 
reject you? Think you that he, who has 
willing to die for your sakes, now forbids 
to express to him your gratitude and affec- 
or desires you to turn away from the rite, 
h himself has instituted to animate your re- 
ihranceof him ?/ 

Iiere are yet others, who will not comply with 

institutioD from supposing it imposes more 

ig aiult solemn obligations to a holy life. 

are ye^ not equally obliged to be holy 

ther you partake of this christian ordinance 

ot? Where will you find a declaration in 

^-pel dimeosiog with that strict obedience 

n, wmoh it requires of us? No, my 

I are under equal obligation to live a 

to God ; and they who join in these 

have^ a motive to urge them, a 

"^ them better to discharge this 

^vhich they who rgfuse their 

c institutions do not enjoy. 

•nsifleration, whose force 

<Mgh. He who is sin- 

aty and Uve up to the 
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requirements of the gospel, is willing to feel bound 
to it as strongly as possible. Is there not then 
reason to fear for your religious sincerity, wheD, 
from such a motive, you refuse openly to profess 
your belief, and to obey the explicit commaDdB 
of Christ ? ; 



liNTERESrr OF CHRISTIANS IN EACH OTHBK. 

Where the influence of the gospel has been felt, 
we know what character it has produced, and 
how peculiar the feelings and hopes it excites. 
And we cannot ourselves^ have experienced those 
• feelingg of piety, those desires of spiritual excel- 
lence, and those aspirations after heaven, which 
Christianity breathes into her followers, without 
being awakened to a sympathising affection to- 
wards those whose hearts she has sanctified equal- 
ly with our own. When travellers of the same 
country meet in a distant land, how peculiar and 
affectionate the interest which each feels in the 
other! To Christians, earth is but a pilgrimage, 
and heaven is their home. All now are encom- 
passed with temptation and beset with danger, 
all are tried with the same discouragements, are 
saddened by the same sorrows, cheered by the 
same hopes and joys, and are hastening fast to 
lie down together in the tomb. Ought not this 
to excite a more affectionate interest in those to 
whom we are bound by the ties of our^ common 
condition and one common destiny? Besides, 
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when Christianity teaches us that to us there is 
but one Lord, ought we not to recognise all as 
brethren? When we are taught that God is 
equally interested in the welfare of all his chil- 
dren, how can we regard them with coldness and 
jealousy ? When Christ^ hath been wilUng to 
die, for thera, as well as for us, shall we feel that 
they have no claim on our kindness ? And when 
we look forward together to that world where all 
the redeemed shall be gathered in peace, ought 
we not to strive to cherish on earth something of 
that mutual aiSection which we trust will animate 
us there ? 



TRUE AND FALSE ZEAL. 



Another instance of self-deception and mis- 
take of the nature and requirement of religion, is 
seen in those, who, without any peculiar holi- 
ness of life, are filled with unregulated zeal and 
with great professions." Many persons of this 
character, from the great desire and constant 
effort to seem exemplary Christians in the eyes 
erf men, at last persuade themselves that they are 
in fact what they are desirous of appearing to be, 
even though many of the plain moral duties are 
neglected, and that charity which " thinketh no 
evil," and that piety which is evinced in ordinary 
life, are strangely wanting. So far as high pre- 
tensions go, it is to be remarked, that true reU- 
gion is quiet, unpretending, aivd \v\«s&>\a^^^c^'^- 
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viction of its awful majesty ; let the soul once be 
conscious of the immediate presence of the infi- 
nite and eternal God ; and yon could not but be 
hunible. There is something in the contempla- 
tion of any high degree of purity and sanctity, 
which awakens in every good mind, a feeling of 
awe and loveliness ; and bow greatly should it be 
awakened in the contemplation of perfect, un- 
changeable, inconceivable holiness ! When with 
this you consider God as ever present with you, 
more intimately connected with you than any 
other being can be ; when everything around yoa 
manifests his constant and immediate agency, 
and teaches that all which you think, and pur- 
pose, and do, is open to his sight ; who is there 
who can think of himself with arrogance an4 
pride ? It is in the contemplation of these per- 
fections, so awful and so amiable, that the Chris- 
tian forgets himself, and cannot but lie low at his 
footstool ; and it is this which forms a great part 
of the humiUty of the gospel. * * * 

There is another view which enters into the 
formation of a truly humble disposition; 1 mean 
the considering all our advantages and blessings 
as the gifts of God. The great source of pride, 
is the comparing of our own situation with that 
of others, and forgetting who it is that " made 
US to differ." But what have we that we did 
not receive ? Who gave you faculties and 
strength to contrive and labor, and granted suc- 
cess to your endeavors ? Whose winds returned 
your ships laden with wealth? Who sent the 
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influences of the heavens upon your cultivated 
lands, and caused the buds to swell and the fruits 
to ripen ? Who gave your children, and reared 
tbem to maturity through \yeakness and danger f 
Who gave you that beauty of person, that power 
of intellect, those means of improvement ? Is it 
not God alone, who . opens to us every 'source of 
prosperity, and gives every privilege and enjoy- 
ment ? He withholds them from others for their 
trial and discipline, as he gives them to us for 
ours. A Christian thus is led to view all his su- 
periority of situation as the gift of God, and to 
regard all the circumstances of it, not as grounds 
of self-gratulation, not as the rewards of his merit, 
but as allotted him as the means of his probation, 
and for whose right use he is solemnly account- 
able. 

Another source of christian humility arises 
from just and benevolent views of mankind. 
This was a great source of the humility of 
Christ. It was this which made him willing to 
relinquish his own happiness, and neglect the 
glory he had with the Father, and humble him- 
self to the form of a servant, and enter our world 
of sorrow and sin. The same spirit is to influ- 
ence his followers. We are ever to remember 
how noble is the nature, how vast the capacity 
of moral improvement and happiness, with which 
every human being is endowed. However sunk 
in misery, bowed down in want, loathsome in 
disease, or degraded by guilt ; we are to remem- 
ber that all were created capable of endless im- 



prO'frrri^Qt &i^i oi .r.oDQori&I sk>rT. Bear these 
'a^A-*. 9Lth voci vaea \CAi so mxo the world, and 
Ua'.'V ?Biii prodfice: iQ the caa^e of beneTc^nce u 
rA»\U ion of vorirseWes. Toev wi3 free too from 
?if;Ifco:icei% cxciie yofj to a respect of all hunum 
\f*:\u^j/ : U'jm\\ y^i to disregard the little advan- 
ta^e'i ^MfA >ta* ffiven vou over them, and to waive 
UihU7 fA vour own rishts. and sacrifice much of 
your pre.^;nt comfort, to promote their advance- 
rrif^nt, .Haf';ty, and peace. The benevolent affe&« 
tion.4 thuH go to form part of the humility of a 
CJhri.Hii^in, a.s they did to form that of his great 
c;xf;rfi|>lar and {^uide. 

There is one foundation of a humble dispoa-' 
lion, which found no place in the character of 
f ^hrihl, hut which more than all the others, is the 
Konrrcof ;t true humility in his followers; I mean 
n wmsij of our own unworthiness and sin. When, 
in rnoruentH of seriousness and faith, we look 
n|>wnnl U» (jod, and behold at the head of crea- 
lion ». IJeinj; |)OHscssed of every perfection whicb 
run iiwnk<in our veneration, confidence, or love; 
wlhiu we think of hiin as our Father, our jpe- 
Horver, the yivi^r even of the least of our mercies, 
th(' only foun<lation of all that we can hope; 
wIhui \\r n»r.o}rnise in every event of our livep. 
in ovn'v rirrunis^mco of safety and enjoyment 
his ^inrifMis iind henelicont care; what a power 
i'ul ('hiini is iniule on our grateful and cneerfa 
oh«'(ii(Mire ! And when we remember that he 
conlinrs not his «rixHlncs3 to earth, but has 
r-4hriiuul us and is nroparing us for a hoUer anc 
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nobler existence ; when to this end we see the 
Son of his bosom entering our world, and dying 
for our sakes ; think that he has given us a reli- 
gion which directs us to every duty, has left us 
promises of continual aid to support us in our 
trials, and has opened all the glory of heaven as 
our eternal reward; — when we reflect on all this, 
how infinite appear our mercies, and how power- 
ful our obligations to yield to God the little 
tribute of our affection and our obedience ! But 
how do we discharge these obligations ? Alas ! 
we look within ourselves, and find hearts un- 
touched by all this mercy, aftections cold and 
languid, passions unsubdued and unhallowed, 
desires of holiness wavering and vain, interest 
wasted on the world, devotions neglected or 
careless, the promptings of conscience disre- 
garded, and solemn duties forgotten or ne- 
^ected. Perhaps we hardly can find one de- 
liberate determination of devoting our lives to 
God ; and even where such a determination has 
been formed, how inconstant has been its infla ^ 
ence ! How often have days and weeks passed 
away, on which we could reflect with scarcely 
any feeling but a vain regret, if not with peni- 
tence and shame ! For one act of goodness, 
how many do we find of uselessness or sin ! For 
one short season of holiness, how many of negli- 
gence, folly, and guilt! With our few acts of 
Eiety and benevolence, unworthy motives often 
ave mingled, and many imperfections have 
defiled our best and sinceie^l ^^xnv^^'s.* ^^x*^ 
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we conscious that any one knew us as we ki 
ourselves, could look at once upon all the w( 
ness, and disorder, and folly of our hearts, ci 
recall, as we can, all the sordid motives, and 
and unworthy deeds, which have deformed 
lives ; what reasons should we not feel for shi 
and humiliation ! Yet God sees it all. He 
watched our retirements, he has penetrated 
hearts. He knows all that is foolish or guilt 
our lives. It is with this sense of imperfec 
and sin, mingled with some sincere emotion 
devout affection, some solemn purposes of 1 
ncss, some humble hopes of divine favor, thai 
Christian ever looks up to God ; and it is i 
tlii.s (loop and habitual sense of his unworthii 
that his numility principally arises. * * * 
The natural effect of humility is to make 
(Christian desire better Jo know and to perl 
his duty ; and this desire the grace of God • 
blcs him to fulfil. The humble in heart he ^ 
to know, and to obey the truth. He enligh 
his path, guards his frailty, helps his infirmi 
aids him amidst his temptations and trials, 
strengthens and animates him in his chris 
course. " God giveth grace to the huml 
lie waters him with the dews of heaven, 
S(K>thos him with the assurances of mercy, 
sheds upon him an unearthly joy to cheer hii 
this valley of tears. Here indeed the Chrii 
walks bv faitli; now he sees through a j 
^hit darkly; and finds sorrow and heavi 
^pqgling with \\o\ie& ^ca^ Y^^^* ^mi to the I 



SELF-DENIAL. 287 

ble, God is ever gracious. To him God delights 
to reveal the awful glories of his character, and 
brighter views of that happiness prepared for 
him hereafter. True, he may here be despised 
and scorned. True, the worid may fling its 
contempt and scandal on his name, but he has a 
friend in heaven who careth for him. Though 
frail and imperfect, he is yet a favored object of 
God's notice and grace,, and from the contempt 
and frailty of this world God will raise him' to 
perfect purity and immortal glory — to the com- 
pany of angels and the spirits of the just — to the 
society of patriarchs and apostles, of prophets* 
and kings — to the friendship of Jesus Christ, and 
the full and eternal enjoyment of the ne^er pre- 
sence of God. Raise your eyes, ye children of 
dust, and behold the glory which awaits you in 
the heavens. Go on in your lives of humble 
penitence for sin, and lowly obedience to the 
will of God, and he will bless you with his peace 
in this world, and raise you to immortal happi- 
ness in the world to come. 



SELF-DENIAL. 



» 

We ought never to forget, that most of the 
peculiar virtues of the gospel are modes of exer- 
cising Self-denial. What is its exalted Purity, tut 
the mortification of the senses and appetites^ and 
the restraints of the thoughts aadi ^^^w^^'l ^\j®s. 
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loosens its control, and renders it less influeDtial 
in the time of temptation. The conscience 
which has grown hardened in one habit of wilfal 
vice, speaks with less force, and is silenced with 
more ease, when our wishes urge us to other 
sins. The indulgence of any one sin is also de- 
structive to the feelings of pure and unaffected 
devotion. We cannot approach the Being with 
confidence and love, whose commands we are 
conscious of habitually violating. Our homage 
may indeed be exactly rendered ; but it will be 
formal, constrained, and mingled with remorse 
and apprehension ; it will have nothing of that 
fihal and heartfelt confidence, that cheerful glow, 
that unreserved simplicity of feeling, which ren- 
ders the affections of piety acceptable to God. 
The inconsistency between profession and prac- 
tice will be too painfully felt to be long endured; 
and either the sin must be relinquished, or every 
pure feeling and habit of piety be given up. No 
man can serve two masters. 

We are to estimate our religious condition, less 
by outward conduct, than by the sincerity of our 
christian disposition, and the strength of our 
christian principles. The willingness to indulge 
in any one sin, indicates a want of soundness and 
purity in both. It shows that we have not even 
the sincere intention to live up to the full strict- 
ness of the christian requirements. It evinces 
that we do not even endeavor to attain a perfect 
christian character. It proves that our principles 
of religion are not so strong as our ^ro^jensity to 
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siB. Where this is the case, surely we can hav 

little pretension to christian sincerity. The sam 

^.i weakness of religious principle which permil 

"^ ^ • you to transgress in one instance, where incUni 
tion or interest invite, would equally permit yo 
to transgress in any other instance, were th 

^^*-'f temptation the same. So that your innocence i 
other respects is owing, not to a sense of rel 
gion, not to the power of faith and principh 
not to your desire of the favor of God, — but t 
the absence of temptation, the want of inclins 
tion, and of opportunity. 
We are exceedingly apt to pacify ourselves h 

''^"^ ^ exaggerations of the infirmity of our nature, an 
an unjustifiable reliance on the mercy of God. 1 

-'*- • is true, human nature is infirm, and temptation : 

^c- k abundant, and the christian standard is strict an 
high. But has God overlooked our frailty ? Ai 
not his commands addressed to us as infirm an 
imperfect beings ? And if nature be too weak 1 
fulfil them, has he not promised us an aid, whicl 
in every hour of trial, is suflicient for us ? Ai 
the privileges and promises of the gospel nc 
thing ? Has not experience proved how near] 
the requisitions of Christianity may be met, b 
the example of those who have fought their figh 
and now inherit their crown ? All the perfectio 
which God requires, is the perfection of our sii 
cere intentions, of our best endeavors to fulfil a 
his will ; and his mercy is promised only to oi 
I unavoidable imperfections. The truth is, w 
j most often continue in sin, nol ^to\xi>Jaa v^^'^^kas 
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of our nature, but because we are not willing, ?re 
do not intend, we do not endeavor, to become 
strictly and universally holy. Many persons con- 
ceive their failure in some one respect to be quite 
pardonable, from imagining that there is some 
peculiar and irresistible violence in their own 
propensities aad temptations. This is a perfect 
delusion. No man can lay his hand on his heart, 
and say in the presence of God, that his tempta- 
tions to any sin are invincible. Every one's con- 
science distinctly tells him, b]r its warnings and 
reproaches, that he migftt resist and conquer if 
he would. Thousands aK subject to our tempta- 
tions, who habitually overcome them. We have 
the same means, and motives, and promised aid ; 
and if we fail in the struggle, the guilt is our 
own. We ourselves sometimes overcome our 
temptations. To do it, therefore, is at all times 
in our power. Temptations prove too strong for 
our virtue, by our negligence, by not watching 
against their approach, not avoiding the occa- 
sions, and not checking the first desires to sin ; 
we ourselves give them their strength by fre- 
quently provoking, and habitually indulging 
them. And where this is the case, strength 
of temptation, however overwhelming, is no 
apology for sin. 
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t 

When wg think of our moral weakness, 
the strength of our passions, and the power of 
those sins which most easily beset us ; when we 
reflect on our dangers from without, the obstacles 
that impede, and the temptations that try us ; 
.when we remember how often our best resolu- 
tions have failed, and how easily they may fail 
again ; when we see others, whose virtue and 
{»ety once seemed most secure, sinking in the 
daj; of trial, and think^how distressful the temp- 
tations to which we f30 may soon be called ; 
when we then think What heaven is, and how 
much must be done to fit us for its attainment ; 
the heart of the sincerest is ready to sink in fear 
and sadness. We feel our own insecurity and 
exposure, and look forward with anxiety. We 
feel the need of protection from above, of a 
strength which is not our own. And here the 

f[Ospel meets us with encouragement and peace, 
t assures us of an aid which will ever be suffi- 
cient for us, which will sustain the weakness of 
nature, and give to our exertions a victory. And 
it calls us to rely on that merciful Being, who 
" remembers whereof we are made," and pities 
our infirmity ; who will bring us to no trial with- 
out furnishing us with strength ; who beholds 
with joy the advances we make in virtue, and 
will reward us at last, not according to the per- 
fection of our obedience, but the sincerity of our 
endeavors. 

26 
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We must percei?e mn to boi'ii boiidaa^ iwhea 
we coDBider W incei^aQt, opgfemf^iS^ 
less 18 its power* He is surely, not wffh iKho 
cannot govem himself, who oaoopt 4o .ir^. Jie 
sees and feels to be right ; and he i?* wi^:j|^^ 
free, who can calmly jodge, fdysdfde^ apd a«jt,jui 
his reason dictates, undeceived by. .false^exjpef^ffr 
tions or fears, governed by no wroiig prejwypef 
and driven forward by no furiousjmssioiu . ^IW. 
bondage of the sinner lie-in: his boiog ikejibgpf^ 
sisting slave of his pas§iom| and i^ip^titap, ajadfiw 
inabiuty to govern himself by coiisdeiiQe;^!^ 
reason. It is an excessive induj|genc9, aod^iu 
unresisting compliance with these, wJuch JNnt 
the habit of guilt, and degrade, and bow him 
to misery. Every new gratification is adding 
strength and vigor to propensities, which he feeb 
will one day sink him in ruin ; yet restrain them^ 
he cannot ; he is at the mercy of every tempta- 
tion, and is lashed onward to destruction by an 
iron hand, which he groans in vain for the power 
to resist. How often do we see habits of sin 
acquiring a power, which all the warnings of rea-. 
son, all the reproaches of conscience, all the 
horrors of remorse, cannot withstand! You 
have doubtless seen the struggles of an intem- 
perate man to burst away from the chains which 
his appetite has imposed, striving for a time with 
tears, and then rushing with frenzied violence to 
an indulgence^ which sinks him below the brute. 
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and leaves him tp awake from his feverish dreams, 
only to the anguish of unavailing penitence. 
You have seen a man of revengeful or passionate 
temper hurried on to deeds. of violence, violating 
every tie of principle and affection, and sur- 
rounding himself with a ruin, which, when his 
rage has subsided, he has contemplated with an 
agony which cannot be expressed. You have 
seen in numberless habits of vice, the wretched 
victim, mourning in dust' and ashes over his 
transgressions, sighing to return to innocence, 
resolving in the bitterness of his soul, never again 
to offend ; — yet yielding to the first approach of 
temptation, and rushing to misery, which he sees 
is surely and swiftly approaching. " O, wretched 
man that I am," said an apostle, when writing in 
the character of one bound to sin, — " who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death ! " The 
maxims of the world can offer little to restrain, 
while the hope of security or concealment con- 
tinues ; and when this is gone, the sense of 
shame can weigh little against the charm of 
temptation, and the violence of passions which 
have long been indulged. It is some deep feel- 
ing of religion — it is the gospel of Christ, with 
its glorious sanctions and its proffered aid, — 
which alone can break these yokes of bondage, 
and let the oppressed go free. This is the 
slavery of sin ; and from this, the truth will set 
the sinner free. 



1 



tBr, andcaHedhiidiseipiei to imitate. "Learn 
otma, for I am meek ood lowly in heart." Ttw 
NewTestament is full of exhortations like tliese: 
"Let all btttemesB, and wrath, and clamor, and i 
eVil spewing, be put away from among you ; and 
be ye kind, tender faeoited, forbearing and foi- 
, pnag one another, even bb God through Je5ue 
Chriirt, has fcH^ven you.*^ " Recompence to no 
man evil for- enl." *' Love your enemies ; bless 
diem that curse you, do good to them that hats 
you, pray for them that despitefully use yoQ;" 
What can be more directly opposite, to both the 
letter and the spirit of these injunctions, than the 
indulgence of a bad temper ! There ia another 
passage pointed directly and with great force, 
against an ungovemed temper; th^a which, io'- 
deed, nothing can be more explicit or won 
solemn. " I say unto you, whosoever ia angry 
with his brother without cause, shall be in dan- 
ger of the judgment ; and whosoever shall say 
unto him, Raca, ahallbe in danger of the'conn- 
cil ; but whosoever shall say unto him, Thou foal, 
shall be in danger of hell fire." In Uiis passage 
our Saviour condemns the first impulse trf" a 
causeless anger; and against that anger which 
vents itself in reproaches and abuse, denounces 
an awful judgment And who is there wbofie 
temper is uncontrolled, that stands not guilty and 
condemned by the precept ? Do not therefore 
consider this defect of character, however com- 
moD^ as a trifling and venial imperfection. 
A bad temper is also inconsistent with many of 
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lie best graces of the christian character. How 
an you imagine yourself possessed of a Christian 
lumility, if you cannot bear trifling affronts, in- 
conveniences or disappointments, with patient 
ibrbearance ? Where is your Charity, if a care- 
less expression, or an unintended neglect, or an 
insignificant injury, can rouse you instantly to 
nrrath ? How little have you of that fervent and 
reverent love of God, that love which should still 
the wildness of every passion, and breathe a calm 
md holy spirit into the soul of the devout — if 
every hour of the day is stained with some ex- 
pression of sullen or irritated impatience ? Do 
not delude yourself by imagining that you have 
made any important acquisition of the christian 
stpirit, if you are wilfully wanting in the control 
rf your temper ; if you yet indulge, without en- 
deavoring to (Conquer them, habits so criminal in 
themselves, and so utterly inconsistent with the 
leading dispositions of the meek and merciful 
religion of Christ. 

If the command of temper be so important, 
what are the means by which it may be accom- 
plished ? 

There are some who impose on their own 
consciences, by persuading themselves that the 
control of their tempers is impossible. It is in- 
deed difficult, very difficult, and to be acquired 
mly by constant watchfulness, great resolution, 
and persevering efforts. Irritability seems to be 
the temper which is governed with the most diffi- 
culty; but this is surely not impossiblev The 



There is. c^ie conadamtkiii which will alwifi. 
tmd to Boothe yoiL. . .When ^others dSmd yoi, 
consider how often you may hwe wounded tmn, 
9^?hi^. aiaeh.iy«w>need their ii^beaiMieit Mid 
pmon. And abc(veall«:€«MUKio wiiatMed 
yoQ ofer ataiid of the Sorf^w^BMBifi GoA^\t*U(k 
that Mlemn decluation of :t0ttrf>6effwotr>ii 
hwoe to youir mind: '^ If te .4iBf)p«e 4iol 
thm tretjpaates, neither will j^ofurt /heevoiy K^ 
ther.forgite your tnepemm^^'^ Remembidtrii^ 
ypu ; have implored of God wheft you* hum 

Scored; '^Forgive me my dete, ae I wrgifit aili 

The most eflbctual means pf aoc|uirii^ a aoim^ 
VMnd of temper, which shall be habitnai^ €)rm: 
permanent^ is to cherish that spirit which M 
P^sages imply. £odeavor to acquire afld 
inaintain greater tenderucss of conscience with 
i^^pect to your own faults, a more contrite senna 
of your deficiencies and sins in the sight of Godji 
s^d more fervent feelings of benevolence towards 
^|1 around you. When these dispositions are han 
Ritual, your iemffer will not be so quickly exchedy 
^Qd considerations which soothe and subdue yon,: 
win instantly arise to check and counterbalance 
its impulses. And these are dispositions, moefc 
favorable to the general improvement of the 
christian character, and enjoined as indispensable 
qualifications for that better world, where Ipve 
and peace reign for ever. 
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BVIL SftBAKnf O. 

The only other species of evil speaking which 
I would particularly meution, manifests, I know 
not whether most of weakness, or of depravity — 
it is the practice of flinging ridicule and reproach 
an others, for sincerely performing their duty. 
We sometimes find men so lost, not merely to 
regard for their own characters, but to tlie very 
sense of all that is pure, and reverend, and amia- 
ble in moral excellence, as to dehght in throwing 
contempt and scorn on the venerable forms 'm 
holiness and sanctity. The higher a character 
rises above them, the nearer it approaches the 
image of God, the more deeply steeped in gall 
are the censures thrown against them. It is true, 
that depravity like this, we find only amongst the 
most profligate of men. But there is a habit far 
more prevalent — the same in nature, though not 
in de^ee. I mean the habit of speaking with 
ridicule of those who are willing boldly to stand 
forth in the performance of reUgious duties. We 
see this disposition often manifested, not merely 
in open avowals of jealousy, and dislike, and 
contempt ; but in the more dangerous modes of 
sarcasm, jest, and sneer. We see it striving' to 
render the character of piety and devotion ridi- 
culous, by connecting with it some ludicrous 
association, by presenting it in views of weakness 
and infirmity, and in circumstances of awkward- 
ness, absurdity, and error. There is no one of a 
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pure mind) or elevated feelings, who could ever 
indulge for a moment a practice like this, or who 
could listen to it without deep disgust and sor- 
row. That sense of religion must indeed be very 
superficial, and very transient, which cannot con* 
trol the imagination, repress the inclinatioii to 
satire, and destroy even the levity of the thoughts 
and the tongue, on a subject of such awfnl gran- 
deur, and such solemn importance. Such a 
mode of evil speaking may now, indeed, be repre^ 
sented as sprightliness and wit ; but there will be 
a ^ time, when it will appear as the extreme of 
Iblly, and its merriment be turned to the waitings 
of misery. 



PEOPANENCSS. 



There arc two kinds of Profaneness, into 
which many, and those, sometimes, of reli- 
gious character in other respects, fall. Cultiva- 
tion of manners, a refined sense of propriety, or 
a delicacy of moral feeling, will cause many to 
turn with disgust from every expression of vulgar 
profaneness, who yet are guilty of it in a milder 
and less offensive form. Have you not heard, 
even from lips which have often been conse- 
crated by prayer, the name of the " good God," 
and the '' Father of Mercy," uttered with heed- 
less levity, as an expression of astonishment or 
delight ? Have you not heard the mercy of God 
sometimes implored on the most trifling or ridi- 
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cqlous occasions P Does refinement of language 
prevent these expressions from being a direct 
and heedless calling on God ? 

Another mode in which many are thoughtlessly 
profane, is, by unnecessarily quoting the profane 
expressions of others, and giving narratives for 
amusement, in which they are introduced. This 
18 often inconsiderately done, to give brilliancy 
and life to a story, to show how striking is the 
wit, or how daring is the wickedness, of the blas- 
phemer. The least serious reflection will surely 
convince you, not merely that this is unbecoming 
and improper, but thai it cannot be innocent, — 
that it is an unjustifiable familiarity with the 
name of God. Repeating the oaths and cUrses 
of others, has nearly the same effect on our own 
minds, and an equal effect on the minds of those 
who hear it, as though the profaneness was not 
borrowed, but was our own. Every introduction 
of the name of God partakes of the nature of 
profaneness, which presents it with irreverence 
or disrespect, or which has any tendency to 
excite towards him the least feeling of careless- 
ness, levity^ or indifference. This, surely, comes 
within the literal prohibition of the command- 
mandment, — '^ thou shalt not take the name of 
the Lord thy God in vain ; " — not merely that we 
are never to use it falsely, but never with heed- 
less familiarity, or vain levity. 
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hfBf wluoh had not in wme vpaat pcnMrlf 
fife been ofkap.pc^iitod with.ix2- ■- n^-v^ r^ij 

Iftth^ Bocietf of^tba piQfligfrt9|.|lio^'ai)e ftfh^infcgdfc 
<^idiowing TOTereiiceto<xQd|«id.m 
cowage eMeavQT to maiufeA^ftS^ ^inrejpm Jntr 
Mligkm bj. traating the naJsm Qf.^l^ 
nithrad^ faniliiuatjvaiid loaisiii^iiL'jvst 
tengeaiice.. Therekatime, aaditin«^b«pi9l»» 
whra they who are now ashamed c^liehgiWyjfiNU 
meet their reward'— and the inountaios lol rodto 
wiU in ?ain be called to hide thein from thai^ia«4h 
wbU:h they now imprecate in zidiciile and : jea|h 
<* Be not aBhamedf" said the wise son of Sinijiiebf 
<< when it concernoth thy soul ; and never let the 
fear of man cause thee to isin. There iaa ahame 
which bringeth guilt and wo, and there is a shame 
which is glory and grace." 

But the most common apology which men in-ge 
for profaneness is, that they mean nothing by it, 
and therefore it is innocent. But can it be inno- 
cent to call on the name of God without object, 
and without meaning ? Can it be harmless to 
invoke him as a witness to what is trifling, or to 
what is false ? Can it be innocent to call in levity 
for his judgment on your own heads, or to im- 
precate it on those around you ? Is not this what 
the commandment was expressly designed to 
prevent, when it forbids, not merely a needless, 
though deliberate appeal, but all familiar use erf* his 
name ? ^^ Take not the name of the Lord in vain." 

How hollow and trifling are these excuses! 
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Yet these are all which can be urged to extenuate 
the crime of treating with ungrateful contempt 
that Being, on whom all every moment depend , 
and from whom our life and every blessing is de- 
rived ; of treating with careless levity or insulting 
freedom, that mighty God before whom angels 
bow in lowliness, and archangels veil their faces ! 
This is indeed a crime, which we see no retribu- 
tion to attend on earth ; but our being ends not 
with earth, and the threatenings of God cannot 
fail. How strong and how explicit is the denun- 
ciation of the commandment ! ** The Lord will 
not hold him guiltless who taketh bis name in 
vain." 



EARLY RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTTON.— TO PARENTS. 

Those who have grown up to characters of 
exemplary virtue and piety, are almost always 
able to trace the improvement to those impres- 
sions of religious truth which were givpn them in 
childhood. Many have felt their distinct and 
increasing influence in every successive period 
of life* In others, the religious impulse which 
was then given, seemed feeble ; amidst the gaiety 
of youth, it seemed perhaps buried and almost 
extinguished ; but even then it was continually 
exertiiig a secret influence in restraining them 
from vice, in giving force to the power of con- 
science, in preserving their moral taste pure, and 
in prompting good wishes and endeavors. It 
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aiw Ufe by tlie mtroetioiit df Jhrovid«iie»»' djii 
taaclmigs of the pulpit, die Mbortalioiis'df j^iMil 
writers, and the sileiit perstiairtMi dTreKgiDttl -cat- 
ample, it rendered the mind aaaeeptiMe^of ttvdre 
poweifid rdigioiu impresBienfl; Md tile 
more eaajr to be eieited and ftoned to 
diipoeitimBof piety. If yon decdie,: thbtt; ibet. 
the mature life of year children riioald- IM ha^9i#M 
with piety, teach them now the fefer aad the 16iri6 
of Crod. And if theeffect of yOorinMniettalti/be 
not immediately seen, still th€7 are not glMn'lit 
vain. The good seed will swell and geifik^sl^iiilM 
in secret, the dews of Heaven will silent]^ ^ifMk^ 
it, it will gradnally gather strength, and reaf itt 
form above the earth, and cheer vou wHh ilB ftti- 
grance and beauty, imd bear its fruit tb the gtbry 
of God. 

By training up your children in habits of pie^* 
you will secure to yourself the most lasting and 
grateful affection. Christian, with what feelings 
do you now regard the parents who first (^nM 
your mind to the consolations and* hopes of the 
religion of Christ ; who implanted principles in 
your infant heart, which kept you frpm the snares 
of a vain and evil world, and who guided your 
erring steps in the ways of piety ? If those pa- 
rents are now in heaven, with what tender and 
solemn delight do you cherish their memory ! with 
what joy do you think of meeting them hereafter,' 
and blessing them for that kindness which has 
trained you for another world ! Do you desire 
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yoar children to remember you with feeliDgs such 
as these? Imitate, then, the sacred example 
which is kft you, and train them in the fear and 
love of God who made them. 

But the strongest of motives is found in the 
consideration, that you are in a degree responsible 
for the reUgious characters of your children. To 
your charge is committed the most precious of all 
trusts ; and for the manner in which this respon- 
sibility is fulfilled, you must soon answer to God* 
Think for what they were formed, and how high 
and awful is their final destiny. Consider that 
thev are to be the objects, not merely of a present 
and earthly interest, not merely the inhabitants 
of this decaying world ; but that they were cre- 
ated for an immortal existence. The impressions 
they are now receiving from your hands they never 
are to lose ; they adhere to them in life, and rise 
with them from the grave ; and it is greatly de- 
pendent on your care, whether they are hereafter 
the inmates of the world of wo, or the happy re- 
cipients of God's eternal favor. Your earthly 
relation to them may be of short continuance. 
They are destined perhaps to fall before you. 
With what anguish shall you stand over their 
tombs, if your conscience then should tell you, 
that their religious education had been neglected, 
and they were never taught to hve for heaven ! 
You yourselves may soon be taken from them. 
Will you now make no exertions to establish those 
principles and form those habits, which alone can 
preserve them when cast fatherless and mother- 
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less on the wide world of sin ? May God enaUe 
you to understand and to feel your duties, and 
faithfully to discharge them, before it shall be too 
late ! 



BIXIGION OEBiONED POE ANOTHER UF& 

Many are too apt to consider religion as prima- 
rily dcHigned to render men more useful and more 
happy in this world. It is true, the improvement 
and welfare of no part of our existence is to be 
overlooked, and religion was designed to have an 
entire control over us, and to promote our present 
as well as future welfare. But our eternal con- 
dition is the grand and ultimate object ; and reli- 
gion is designed to form our character and rule 
our lives in this world, not so much that any pre- 
sent purpose of existence may be attained, as that 
our souls may be saved at last, and the happiness 
of immortalily be won. The welfare of the pre- 
sent life, in the awful Hght of revelation, is consid- 
ered too transient, too trifling to be regarded, in 
comparison with the countless ages of futurity. 
Shall that future existence, for which this life is 
but a probation, be overlooked in forgetfulness, 
or be made the object only of an occasional, fee- 
ble, and transient attention ? When everything 
refers to it as its end, ought it not to be habitually 
kept before the mind, and be made an object of 
ipr^deepcst interest ? 
nTbe gospel rcquvt^^ o( \y& ^ ^c^Uat character, 
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and it is a character which in some respects seems 
almost unsuited to this world. Most of the pe- 
culiar virtues of the gospel are self-den)ring. It 
calls for a meekness which no injuries can over- 
come, and a poverty of spirit insensible to the 
fascinations and splendor of the world. It demands 
a lowliness of humility free from ambitious aspir- 
ings, from pride, and from vain display, and a 
* patient submission and quiet spirit amidst poverty, 
disappointment, and sorrow. It most pointedly 
condemns the love of the world, devotion to its 
interests, and. covetousness of its goods. Its 
choicest blessings are promised to those who 
mourn, those who hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness, those who are forgiving and merciful, 
and those who are persecuted for righteousness' 
sake. On these passive and self-denying virtues 
the gospel lays a great stress. But the virtues 
which give success and prosperity in this world 
are the bold, ambitious, turbulent, and daring. 

Placed as we are then in probation, the char- 
acter we are called to acquire has a principal re-* 
ference to a future existence. We ought then to 
be habitually looking forward " to the things un- 
seen and eternal,'' that we may feel the worth 
and importance of those dispositions, which the 
world esteems not, and which all its temptations 
urge us to neglect. We need the strong motive 
which arises from a deep conviction of the reali- 
ties of futurity, to excite and sustain our exertions 
for the formation of so peculiar, a character. 
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■oino fliiorniMiian of diiiniwtinin j»ti4 amoiBinrafeJii 
fiUiog the floi^ whidi God would CraiBjop^^^^ 
immortal eiisteaee* SomeUttleiiicreaMiifgmi^ 
flpme poor sfriendor of ootward appeayapcoi mmm 
tranBient ffradfication of Af^tite^ Bome faiwtMki 
heartleflg breath of prauo-HLhefle aro the <3i^mAi 
to which men devote their hearts and' on^inNKh 
they waste their lives. The thou^tof tfaair^^faas^ 
tioatioa seldoii^ peoetrates their miiMkii aad &e 
voice of natore and of grace, thoiqjb it ildhief 
iminortaUtfr, finds no response from their- Immmmu 
Ask them of the objects they porsne with; vimti 
ardor and eamestness^^sk of the grmaJt'fmi'SDm 
which they are Uving; and they wiU teU fjWQjieC 
some possession they covet ; tiiev will steiir^ jam 
the cnildren whom they would surrouiid widb 
splendor and affluence ; or will speak of the plea* 
sures they are heaping up for the time when old 
age has ended their kbors, has destroyed their 
capacity of enjoyment, is filling their bodies with 
disease and pain, and hurrying them fast to the 
tomb. But ask them of their hopes of immor* 
tality, — ^speak of the purity and happiness of aa 
unseen world, — dwell on the consolations and 
sorrows, the anxieties and joyB of the heart which 
rests in heaven, — and all is cold and strange. 
Untouched by all the glories of futurity, they seem 
hardly conscious of any relation to a spiritual 
world and an eternal existence. — One can some- 
times hardly realize this strange and frozen indif*- 
ference. There are moments of soleoui thpqght 
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to every devout and contemplative mind, when 
the reality of the world disappears, and all seems 
shadowy and visionary around it, — when the con- 
cerns of Ufe and the pursuits of men seem incon- 
ceivably trifling, and nothing to exist, on which 
the soul can rest, but God and immortality. With 
feelings such as these it is, that the Christian looks 
habitually on the world, and mingles in its scenes 
of business or enjo)anent. And must he not feel 
how difierent are his views, his interests, his an- 
ticipation, from those of others ? He is conscious * 
that he is destined, and is fast advancing to some- 
thing higher and nobler than the scenes and in- 
tercourse of this life, and is now but a pilgrim and 
stranger, separated from that better country on 
which he rests his warmest ajQfections and his 
dearest interests. 



PREPARATION FOR HEAVEN. 



In order to be prepared far a future world, we 
need to have our characters, tastes, and habits 
formed on its objects, and suited to the state we 
then shall enter. And in order to this, we need 
those distinct conceptions of a spiritual existence, 
which can only be acquired and maintained by 
an habitual reference to it and meditation on its 
scenes. 

Heaven is to be regarded as a state of happi- 
ness resulting from the character we have formed, 
as well as an appointed reward. And if it be so, 
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it would be no happiness to us to enter the abodes 
of the spirits of the just, if we have not on earth 
first acquired the oispositions, and formed the 
habits, which would quahfv us to participate in 
their services and joys. We do not enough realize 
how intimate and immediate is the connexion be- 
tween the things which are seen and those which 
are unseen, between the present and the spiritual 
world. Death causes no pause in our existence ; 
it only breaks down the tabernacle of clay, that 
the imprisoned spirit may go free ; and as the 
veil of flesh falls, eternity with all its scenes will 
open full upon our view. How httle then sepa- 
rates us from the invisible world ! A few particles 
of dust and a moment of time ! Shall that world 
then be ever forgotten, or be only casually and 
carelessly remembered? When it may be all 
around us, concealed only by the bodies we in- 
habit, ought it not to be an object of habitual and 
deepest interest? 



THE BAPPINESB OF HEAVEN. 



Consider the excellency of the happiness which 
the gospel sets before you. In comparing the 
value of temporal and eternal things, you are not 
to number up all which the world can give, and 
set them against the rewards of the gospel ; for 
of all these worldly goods, how few can you ever 
obtain ! It is not for the greatest, most imposing 
goods of the world) noliot '\\&^^^ca& and tlurones, 
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Its pomp and glory and wide extended possessions^ 
that men neglect their immortal interests. It is 
for the miserable gains of daily business, for some 
trifling distinction of name or office, or the unsat- 
isfying pleasure of a few poor moments ; — it is 
for these, that we see men, bound to the world, 
devoting to it all their time, and talents, and af- 
fections, in forgetfulness of God and the salvation 
of their souls. — Grant that you may attain all the 
objects of your earthly wishes ; should you then 
be happy ? Is this world so suited tojour spirit- 
ual nature, that you could be completely blest 
amid any of its promised goods? Let .me know 
the objects you so ardently desire, and which you 
fancy would complete your felicity. Do you point 
me to those heaps of gold, those dwellings of mag- 
nificence, that pomp of equipage and costliness 
of apparel ? Do you carry me to witness those 
festivals of honor, and hear those shouts of 
praise ? Do you show me the tables of the luxu- 
rious, or the gay revelry of the dissipated ? Are 
these the best promises of the world ? Alas ! I 
feel that all this cannot satisfy the heart even upon 
earth. I feel that all this is little to fill desires 
which can comprehend an eternal feUcity. 1 feel 
that all this is nothing to one who may aspire to 
God's favor as his happiness, and is tending to 
heaven as his home. These goods of the world 
cannot satisfy even amid ,their highest enjoyment 
— and how little can they prepare for solitude, 
afiSiction, and death ! Do not then let them en- 
gage all your heart, be the objects of all your 
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